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INTRODUCTION		
 
The	Study	Scripture	we	now	examine	plainly	tells	us	the	awful	truth	that	our	best	is	just	not	
good	enough.	One	writer	puts	it	this	way,	“Our	best	is	a	bust”.		
	
The	Apostle	has	shown	that	God’s	chosen	people,	given	the	best	support	humans	had	received,	
had	proven	that	they	fell	short	of	the	glory	of	God,	just	as	the	Gentiles	had	fallen	short	despite	
God’s	multiple	revelations	to	them,	and	God	from	their	birth	planting	His	word	in	their	hearts.	
	
The	Jews	needed	salvation,	a	new	heart,	and	their	sad	story	taught	us	this.	The	Gentiles	had	a	
similarly	sad	story,	and	they	too	needed	salvation,	a	new	heart.	Both	groups	were	unrighteous,	
unfaithful	to	God.	They	were	thus	exposed	to	the	horrible	aftermath	of	rebellion	against	God.	
The	wrath	of	God	had	begun	to	operate	and	would	culminate	in	a	final	inescapable	judgment.	
	
The	Apostle	in	stating	that	Jews	are	no	better	than	Gentiles	with	their	relation	to	sin,	is	really	
saying	that	both	are	under	the	power	of	sin.	
	
This	relationship	to	God	and	our	neighbor	as	stated	in	the	Ten	Commandments	was	as	follows:	
	
Thou	shall	love	the	Lord	your	God	with	all	your	heart	and	with	all	your	soul	and	with	all	your	
mind	and	with	all	your	strength”	
	
	and	
	
“You	shall	love	your	neighbor	as	yourself”		
		
The	essential	problem	is	made	clear	by	the	Apostle	and	one	writer	restates	it:	
	
“No	one	truly	worships	God,	and	all	have	turned	to	other	gods.	We’ve	dethroned	God	and	
become	the	rebel	rulers	of	our	own	lives.	This	explains	our	condition.		
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It’s	no	wonder,	then,	that	our	understanding	of	truth	is	lacking	and	that	we	are	unable	to	
implement	God’s	good	purpose	out	of	love	for	Him.	The	characterizations	that	open	and	close	
the	stanza	are	apt:	None	is	righteous	and	no	one	does	well”.	
	
This	explains	what	has	happened	to	distort	our	relationship	with	God,	and	why	we	need	a	
Messiah	Saviour	to	not	only	correct	our	twisting	of	God’s	commandments	but	to	bear	the	sins	
of	men	in	order	to	meet	the	demands	of	the	justice	of	God	the	Father.	
	
	Since	we	have	corrupted	and	severely	damaged	the	relationship	to	God	it	is	to	be	expected	
that	men	will	also	damage	their	relationship	to	other	men.	The	writer	states:	
	
“Because	we	have	rejected	what	we	were	made	for—God’s	love	for	us—we	embark	on	a	
desperate	and	idolatrous	mission	to	meet	our	needs.	Other	people,	then,	are	no	longer	
viewed	as	being	made	in	the	image	of	God	but	as	objects	that	meet	needs.	They	fail	us,	of	
course.	They	block	our	agendas.	They	frustrate	our	desires”.	
	
The	facts	put	forward	by	the	Apostle	meets	head-on	the	ancient	and	modern	antagonism	and	
hostility	to	this	concept	of	evil	and	sin.	Modern	man	certainly	is	offended	with	Apostolic	
analysis	of	the	human	condition	and	so	demand	that	we	speak	to	them	about	the	gospel	in	
ways	that	are	softer	than	traditional	ways	and	which	do	not	hurt	their	sensibilities.		
	
We	of	course	often	accommodate	their	wishes	and	make	the	mistake	of	teaching	a	shallow	
view	of	sin	which	picture	sin	as	just	something	that	happens	in	isolated	events	and	patterns	
that	should	not	be	misinterpreted.	One	psychologist	is	quoted	as	interpreting	the	modern	
position	on	sin	saying	it;	
		
“Is	something	much	more	akin	to	the	psychological	term	complex:	an	organic	network	of	
compulsive	attitudes,	beliefs	and	behaviour	deeply	rooted	in	our	alienation	from	God”.	
	
The	Apostle	thus	presents	a	pretty	horrible	picture	about	the	condition	of	human	beings	and	so	
man	does	everything	he	can	to	avoid	the	meaning	arising	from	its	existence.	The	implications	of	
this	attitude	are	indeed	staggering.	
	
The	Apostle’s,	“What	then?”	question	in	Verse	1	of	our	Study	Text	should	resonate	loudly	with	
us	believers	for	we	are	proud	to	repeat	ad	nauseum	that	the	torch	for	the	best	hope	for	
humanity	has	been	passed	to	the	church,	since	the	Jews	have	failed	in	their	appointed	mission,	
and	we	are	now	entrusted	to	take	the	presence	of	God	to	the	world.	
	
Is	sin	really	so	deep,	so	pervasive,	and	so	subtle	that	we	must	continue	to	seek	times	of	
refreshing?	
	
If	this	is	so	then	can	we	think	and	act	as	if	we	do	not	have	a	problem	just	like	the	Jews,	or	if	the	
problem	we	have	is	much	smaller	than	that	of	everyone	else?	Are	we	better	than	they?	Are	we	
to	feel	morally	superior?	
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If	we	think	and	behave	that	way	what	is	to	stop	the	world	from	looking	at	the	moral	failure	of	
church	leaders	and	church	people	when	they	look	at	the	evidence	from	our	lives?	When	
problems	occur	among	us	do	we	scheme	and	plot	and	plan	our	way	out,	and	claim	there	is	no	
fault	with	us?	Are	our	aims,	ambitions,	and	motivation	always	pure	and	better	than	that	of	
others?	Do	we	think	that	we	are	pure	and	that	the	fault	is	in	the	other	people	and	in	the	rest	of	
the	world?	
	
What	is	to	stop	the	world	from	thinking	that	followers	of	Christ	are	simply	hypocrites?		
	
One	scholar	N.T.	Wright	notes:	
	
“But,	of	course,	if	humans	are	not	deeply	sinful,	the	gospel	is	no	longer	astonishing;	indeed,	it	
is	not	good	news	at	all,	since	there	was	no	problem	to	which	it	was	the	shocking,	startling	
answer.	Tragically,	just	as	those	who	do	not	understand	history	are	condemned	to	repeat	it,	
so	those	who	turn	a	blind	eye	to	wickedness	are	always	in	danger	of	perpetrating	it.	
If	there	is	no	disease,	why	worry	about	the	precautions,	let	alone	the	cure?		
If	the	human	race	is	morally	sound	(no	doubt	with	a	few	glitches	here	and	there),	we	should	
eat,	drink,	and	be	merry,	for	tomorrow	we	shall	live”.	
	
As	we	look	at	this	Study	Scripture	and	the	Book	of	Romans	let	us	note	one	writer’s	comment	
addressed	to	all	believers	on	the	Confessions	various	churches	have	developed	for	recitation:	
	
“It	is	a	confession	that	applies	to	the	total	condition	of	the	adulterer,	the	thief,	the	swindler,	
the	criminal	of	any	sort.		
But	it	is	equally	applicable	to	the	philanthropist,	to	the	just,	the	merciful,	to	the	most	exalted	
saint.	
It	is	true	of	the	plumber,	the	lawyer,	the	stockbroker,	the	statesman,	the	soldier,	and	the	
bishop—especially	the	bishop….	
You	see,	all	of	these	confessions	of	sin,	especially	apply	to	those	who	make	certain	claims;	
teachers,	preachers,	men	who	stand	in	the	pulpit,	they	are	to	be	especially	watched.	And	I	
hope	you	will	remember	that”.	
	
Universal	guilt.	Universal	sin.	Let	us	pay	special	attention	to	the	teaching	of	the	Apostle	on	
these	matters.	
	
THE	TEXT	
	
Verse	9	
This	verse	comes	on	the	end	of	Paul’s	discourse	concerning	justification.			After	discussing	the	
guilt	of	both	Gentiles	and	Jews,	he	goes	on	to	answer	some	objections	that	might	be	made	
against	what	he	had	said	about	the	Jews.	At	this	point	in	verse	9	he	starts	to	deal	with	the	
manifestation	of	the	guilt	and	corruption	of	mankind	in	common,	both	Jews	and	Gentiles.		This	
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is	done	so	that	he	may	link	the	discourse	to	justification,	and	that	it	must	be	by	faith	and	not	by	
the	law.	
	
In	this	verse	Paul	revives	his	assertion	of	the	general	guilt	and	corruption	of	mankind	in	
common,	both	of	Jews	and	Gentiles.		It	has	been	stated	previously	that	the	Oracles	of	God	were	
given	to	the	Jews.		Paul	asserts	here	that	despite	this	honour,	it	doesn’t	mean	that	they	can	be	
excluded	from	the	possibility	of	sinning,	or	make	them	by	any	extension	righteous.		So	likewise	
does	this	proclivity	to	sinning	extend	to	the	Gentiles,	as	there	is	none	who	can	claim	
righteousness	or	have	merited	God’s	grace,	whether	Jew,	Christians	or	Gentile.		The	point	to	be	
made	here	is	that	before	grace	made	the	difference,	those	of	us	that	had	been	Jews	and	those	
that	had	been	Gentiles	were	all	alike,	corrupted!	
	
We	are	all	under	the	guilt	of	sin.		This	is	akin	to	being	under	a	sentence,	under	a	bond,	by	which	
they	are	bound	over	to	eternal	ruin	and	damnation.		Men	are	under	the	government	and	
dominion	of	sin	as	under	a	tyrant	and	cruel	task-master,	enslaved	to	it,	under	it	as	under	a	
yoke,	under	the	power	of	it,	sold	to	work	wickedness.		As	under	a	burden,	that	will	sink	us	to	
the	lowest	hell.	We	are	guilty	before	God.		
	
Paul	hopes	that	he	has	shown	proof	of	our	indictment.		Under	the	law	there	is	a	term,	
proetiasametha,	which	means	that	“We	have	charged	them	with	it,	and	made	good	our	charge;	
we	have	proved	the	indictment,	we	have	convicted	them	by	the	notorious	evidence	of	the	fact.			
	
This	charge	and	conviction	here	is	further	illustrated	by	several	Scriptures	out	of	the	Old	
Testament,	which	describes	the	corrupt	depraved	state	of	all	men,	which	will	continue	till	the	
grave	restrain	them,	or	till	the	gospel	confronts	and	changes	them	so	that	they	may	behold	
their	natural	face	which	shows	them	that	they	are	all	under	sin.			
	
Remember	that	this	charge	about	men	is	made	by	a	just	God.	God	is	judge	of	the	universe	and	
He	will	execute	justice	and	judgment,	things	about	which	the	world	does	not	want	to	think	
about	or	acknowledge.	They	have	missed	the	mark,	are	in	rebellion,	have	fallen	away	and	so	
the	charges	brought	by	God	are	valid.	
	
Verse	10	
The	words	of	this	verse	are	echoed	from	Psalms	14:1	and	simultaneously	in	Psalms	53:1.	This	
verse	contains	a	very	weighty	truth,	there	is	none	righteous,	no,	not	one.			
	
Several	passages	cited	here,	and	in	some	of	the	following	verses,	are	taken	out	of	the	Psalms	
and	Isaiah	to	stress	a	point	not	always	literally	expressed,	but	the	sense	is	clear.	They	are	
brought	to	prove	not	only	that	the	Jews	are	no	better	than	the	Gentiles,	being	equally	corrupt	
and	depraved	as	they,	but	also	to	show	the	corrupt	state	and	condition	of	mankind	in	general.		
The	verses	together	soundly	state	that		
“there	is	none	that	doth	good”,		
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and	so	from	that,	none	is	righteous.		The	argument	follows	that	if,	no	one	does	good	or	seeks	to	
do	good,	then	they	are	not	righteous,	and	if	none	on	the	earth	does	good	and	does	not	sin,	
there	is	none	righteous	upon	earth.		The	scope	of	the	indictment	includes	all.			
	
There	is	none	righteous	as	Adam	was,	or	more	correctly	in	a	state	of	what	some	call	
“innocence”,	as	one	not	knowing	good	and	evil.		For	all	have	sinned,	and	are	filled	with	
unrighteousness,	and	are	enemies	to	righteousness.		None	are	righteous	by	their	obedience	to	
the	law	of	works,	nor	are	any	righteous	in	the	sight	of	God,	for	there	is	none	without	sin,	indeed	
there	is	none	righteous,	no,	not	one,	but	only	those	who	are	justified	by	the	righteousness	of	
Christ	imputed	to	them.			
	
Though	men	may	think	they	appear	righteous	in	their	own	eyes,	and	in	the	sight	of	others,	they	
are	still	not	righteous.		This	is	why,	examples	are	now	given	to	prove	the	general	corruption	of	
nature,	and	Paul	therefore	uses	some	Scripture	which	speak	of	the	particular	corruptions	of	
particular	persons,	which	shows	that	the	same	sins	that	are	committed	by	one	are	in	the	nature	
of	all	(Ps	140:3,	Isa	59:7,8,	Gen	6:5	and	Ps	12:1	–	7).			
	
The	whole	conclusion	or	judgment	from	God	then	follows.		The	judgement	of	God	was	
according	to	truth.		He,	when	He	Himself	had	made	all,	looked	upon	everything	that	He	had	
made,	and	behold	all	was	very	good.	But,	now	that	man	had	marred	all,	He	looked	and	behold	
all	was	very	bad.	
	
Verse	11	
The	words	of	this	verse	are	echoed	from	Psalms	14:2	and	simultaneously	in	Psalms	53:2.			
He	God	clarifies	some	things	for	us	in	terms	of	the	word	habitual.		This	is	done	in	a	two-	fold	
manner.			
	
First	we	should	consider	an	habitual	defect	of	everything	that	is	good.		When	it	says	there	is	
none	righteous,	that	means,	none	that	has	an	honest	good	principle	of	virtue,	or	is	governed	by	
such	a	principle,	none	that	retains	anything	of	that	image	of	God,	consisting	of	righteousness,	
wherein	man	was	created.		This	implies	that	if	there	had	been	but	one,	God	would	have	found	
him	out.	
	
Note	that	the	Apostle	looks	first	at	the	character	of	man.	Psalm	14,	from	which	Paul	quotes,	
begins	by	stating	that	the	fool	believes	in	his	heart	that	there	is	no	God.	God	looked	and	saw	
that	men	are	corrupt	and	did	abominable	works.		
	
The	prophets	add	to	this	condemnation.	They	are	filthy,	and	so	the	prophet	Jeremiah	could	
rightly	say	that	the	heart	of	man	is	deceitful	and	desperately	wicked,	while	the	prophet	Isaiah	
could	say	that	all	men’s	righteousness	are	as	filthy	rags,	not	sufficient	to	provide	covering,	bad	
in	the	sight	of	God	and	foul	smelling	in	the	nose	of	God.		
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It	is	to	be	noted	therefore	that	good	works	are	only	considered	to	be	good	if	they	come	from	a	
heart	of	faith	in	God,	and	are	designed	for	His	glory.	All	other	works	are	as	far	as	God	is	
concerned	worthless	and	are	like	filthy	rags.	
	
When	all	the	world	was	corrupt,	God	had	His	eye	upon	one	and	only	one	man	“righteous”	
Noah.	Even	those	who	through	grace	are	justified	and	sanctified	there	are	none	of	them	
righteous	by	nature.		No	righteousness	is	born	with	us.		The	man	after	God’s	own	heart	owns	
himself	conceived	in	sin.			
	
There	is	none	that	understandeth	…	The	fault	lies	in	the	corruption	of	the	understanding	that	is	
blinded,	depraved,	perverted.			
	
Religion	and	righteousness	have	so	much	reason	on	their	side	that	if	people	had	but	any	
understanding	they	would	be	better	and	do	better.			But	they	do	not	understand.		Man	thinks	
himself	to	be	a	wise	and	understanding	creature,	though	he	is	born	a	very	ignorant	one.		Even	
though	it	can	be	said	that	he	has	not	lost	by	sin	the	natural	faculty	of	understanding,	but	then	
they	have	no	understanding	of	spiritual	things,	no	spiritual	knowledge	of	God.		Man	has	no	true	
sense	of	themselves,	their	sin	and	misery,	nor	do	they	truly	know	the	way	of	salvation	by	Christ,	
nor	have	they	any	experience	of	the	work	of	the	Spirit	of	God	upon	their	souls,	nor	any	
experimental	knowledge	of	the	doctrines	of	the	Gospel;	no	man	can	understand	these	of	
himself,	by	the	mere	strength	of	reason,	nor	can	he	fully	understand	them	in	this	life.		Sinners	
are	fools.	
	
None	that	seeketh	after	God	…,	that	is,	none	that	has	any	regard	to	God,	any	desire	after	Him.		
Those	may	justly	be	reckoned	to	have	no	understanding	that	do	not	seek	after	God.	If	man	
initiates	the	search	then	he	doesn’t	seek	the	true	God,	the	God	of	the	Bible.	Instead	he	seeks	an	
idol	that	he	makes	himself.		The	carnal	mind	is	so	far	from	seeking	after	God	that	really	it	is	
enmity	against	Him.		
	
Look	around	you	at	the	multitudes	of	people	seeking	to	understand	the	mysteries	of	life.	There	
is	a	large	army	of	these	people,	but	God	says	not	one	of	them	understand.	
	
All	the	religious	people	performing	rituals	in	temples	and	churches	might	think	that	they	all	are	
seeking	God,	but	God	says	that	they	are	not	really	seeking	Him,	not	seeking	the	God	of	truth	
and	justice.		
	
To	contrast,	one	who	seeks	after	God,	worships	Him	in	Spirit	and	in	truth.		That	one	prays	to	
Him	with	the	Spirit,	and	with	the	understanding,	who	seek	Him	chiefly,	and	in	the	first	place,	
with	their	whole	hearts,	earnestly,	diligently,	and	constantly.		This	is	he	who	seeks	Christ	under	
the	assistance	of	the	Spirit,	and	who	seeks	after	the	knowledge	of	God	in	Christ,	communion	
with	Him	through	the	Mediator,	for	His	honour	and	glory.	
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Verse	12	
The	words	of	this	verse	are	echoed	from	Psalms	14:3	and	simultaneously	in	Psalms	53:3.			
The	truth	of	these	verses	means	that	those	that	have	forsaken	God	soon	grow	good	for	nothing,	
useless	burdens	of	the	earth.		They	that	are	in	a	state	of	sin	are	the	most	unprofitable	creatures	
under	the	sun.	The	clear	reason	is	that	there	is	not	a	righteous	man,	a	good	man,	or	a	just	man	
upon	the	earth,	so	all	sin,	it	is	what	they	do.		Even	in	those	actions	of	sinners	that	have	some	
goodness	in	them	there	is	a	fundamental	error	in	the	principle	and	end	so	that	it	may	be	said,	
there	is	none	that	doeth	good.			Malum	oritur	ex	quolibet	defectu–Every	defect	is	the	source	of	
evil.	
	
An	habitual	defection	to	everything	that	is	evil	is	this,	the	corruption	of	mankind	is	an	apostasy.		
This	is	the	situation	mankind	is	in.		So	then,	what	good	can	be	expected	from	such	a	degenerate	
race?	Man	will	harness	the	energy	of	the	atom	to	provide	warmth	and	power,	but	the	
inevitable	end	will	be	a	direction	to	using	it	for	war	and	destruction.	They	will	probe	into	the	
mystery	of	the	genetic	structure	but	what	will	it	be	used	for?	Will	it	be	used	only	for	good?	
	
The	“out	of	the	way”	person	will	be	inclined	in	certain	ways	unacceptable	to	God.	Consider	this.	
When	you	are	in	church	worshipping,	let	us	suppose	someone	had	an	instrument	to	register	
your	thought,	what	would	the	instrument	see	in	your	mind	when	you	were	singing	that	hymn,	
or	thinking	when	someone	was	praying?	What	kinds	of	thoughts	would	it	pick	up	from	you	
about	the	person	sitting	next	to	you	or	sitting	somewhere	in	the	congregation?	What	would	the	
instrument	register	as	you	sat	in	church	and	thought	about	your	neighbour,	your	boss,	the	
friendly	politician,	the	beggar	you	turned	away	from	on	the	street	as	you	came	to	church?	
	
Would	God	think	you	are	profitable,	that	you	thought	like	Him,	that	your	mind	and	activities	
were	aimed	at	doing	“good”.	Would	He	say	still,		
“There	is	none	that	doeth	good,	no,	not	one”.	
	
Can	you	commit	yourself	to	make	God	say	of	you,	he	or	she	is	doing	“good”?	
	
Verse	13	
Paul	moves	in	these	verses	to	show	how	sin	infects	every	aspect	of	mankind.	He	uses	terms	
relating	to	how	the	body	is	constructed.		With	these	references	from	the	Psalms,	Paul	calls	
virtually	every	part	of	man’s	body	into	guilt.		The	throat,	tongue,	lips,	mouth,	feet,	and	eyes	are	
all	shown	to	be	filled	with	sin	and	rebellion	against	God.		
	
Be	warned!	If	your	body	does	not	glorify	God,	then	all	the	flesh	will	move	in	a	manner	to	show	
its	enmity	against	God.			
	
Here	Paul	highlights	three	particular	aspects	in	how	a	sinner’s	body	works	against	God	
Almighty.	He	looks	at	Cruelty,	Cheating	and	Cursing.			
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He	first	looks	at	speech,	starting	from	deep	down	in	the	throat,	then	to	the	tongue,	then	the	
lips,	and	then	the	whole	mouth.	Paul	shocks	us	by	the	truth.	We	do	not	like	to	read	this	or	think	
on	this	truth	about	ourselves.	He	says	God	looks	down	and	as	one	writer	states:	
	
“Sees	an	open	grave	with	a	stinking,	rotten	corpse	and	a	horrible	stench	coming	up	from	it	
that	reveals	itself,	ultimately	in	vulgarity	...	
What	is	in	the	heart	comes	out	in	the	speech—not	only	in	vulgarity,	but	hypocrisy…	
Those	little	white	lies,	the	way	we	erect	facades,	the	way	we	claim	to	feel	one	way	when	we	
actually	feel	another;	we	think	all	this	deceit	is	harmless	and	unnoticed.	But	God	sees	it.	
“The	poison	of	vipers	is	on	their	lips”.	This	is	a	picture	of	the	tongue	used	to	slander,	to	plant	
poison	in	another	person’s	heart-	the	put-down,	the	sharp,	caustic	words,	the	sarcasm	that	
cuts	someone	off	and	depersonalizes	another	being.	We	are	all	guilty.	This	is	what	is	inside,	
and	this	is	what	God	sees	with	the	realism	of	His	eye”.	
	
Paul	says	that	the	cruelty	of	man	is	seen	in	the	way	how	they	treat	the	poor	and	innocent.		He	
says	that	they	are	willing	and	ready	to	swallow	up	the	poor	and	innocent,	waiting	for	an	
opportunity	to	do	mischief,	like	the	old	serpent	seeking	to	devour,	whose	name	is	Abaddon	and	
Apollyon,	the	destroyer.			
	
When	this	cruelty	is	not	openly	avowed,	and	vented	publicly,	they	look	to	do	so	underhandedly,	
always	intending	mischief.		Just	under	the	lips	of	mankind,	Paul	likens	their	words	to	that	of	an	
asp,	a	venomous	and	incurable	poison,	with	which	they	blast	the	good	name	of	their	neighbour	
by	reproaches,	and	aim	at	his	life	by	false	witness.			(Ps	5:9	and	140:3).			
	
Cheating	is	the	next	attribute	to	look	at.		Herein	they	show	themselves	the	devil’s	children,	for	
he	is	a	liar,	and	the	father	of	lies.		The	trade	of	lying	is	their	stock	and	bond,	it	is	their	constant	
practice,	especially	belying	the	ways	and	people	of	God.			
Deceit	is	their	hallmark.	
	
Verse	14	
Lastly,	there	is	Cursing.		This	is	mentioned	as	one	of	the	great	sins	of	the	tongue.		Those	that	
thus	love	cursing	shall	have	enough	of	it	(Ps	109:17-19).		How	many,	who	are	called	Christians,	
do	by	these	sin	evince	(or	manifest)	that	they	are	still	under	the	reign	and	dominion	of	sin,	still	
in	the	condition	in	which	they	were	born.			
	
By	cursing	is	meant,	cursing	of	God,	blaspheming	His	holy	name,	wishing	evil	to	their	brethren.	
This	as	the	passage	indicates	can	be	done	externally	with	the	mouth,	but	in	truth	is	
accompanied	internally	with	the	heart.			
	
There	is	also	a	cursing	of	superiors,	as	parents,	masters,	magistrates,	kings,	and	governors	
which	is	a	sore	evil,	and	attended	with	bad	consequences.		The	sad	state	of	corruption	of	the	
heart	is	the	centre	of	this	folly.		With	it,	the	frequency	of	sin	we	see	with	cursing	remains	
unfettered.			
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How	common	it	is	to	hear	people	using	“bad”	language	or	profanity	to	blame	God.	One	writer	
defines	bitterness:	
	
“Bitterness	is	reproaching	God	because	of	the	way	He	has	run	your	life.	This	is	what	we	hear	
all	the	time,	even	from	Christians.	We	hear	complaints	about	your	circumstances,	where	God	
has	placed	you,	and	what	He	is	doing	with	your	life—cursing	and	bitterness”.	
	
	
Verse	15	
This	verse	carries	on	Paul	analysis	of	the	human	body	parts	and	how	it	is	affected	by	sin.		Their	
feet	are	swift	to	shed	blood;	that	is,	they	are	very	industrious	to	compass	any	cruel	design,	
ready	to	lay	hold	of	all	such	opportunities.			
It	denotes	the	readiness	and	eagerness	of	men,	to	murder	innocent	creatures,	which	shows	the	
dreadful	malice	and	hatred	that	is	in	them	(Isa	59:7)	
	
Verse	16	
All	the	ways	they	take	and	the	methods	they	pursue,	are	to	make	their	fellow	creatures	
miserable,	to	ruin	and	to	destroy	them.		Or	in	a	passive	manner,	that	by	their	sinful	ways	and	
vicious	course	of	life,	they	themselves	are	brought	to	destruction	and	misery.		Their	sin	is	its	
own	punishment;	a	man	needs	no	more	to	make	him	miserable	than	to	be	a	slave	to	his	sins	
(Isa	59:7).	
	
The	larger	the	city,	the	more	the	crime	and	violence	develop.	This	blood-	letting	spreads	all	over	
the	countryside	also.	No	wonder	ghettos	always	develop	and	in	these	large	cities	violence	rule.	
Drug	dealing,	arms	sales,	prostitution,	and	all	kinds	of	sin	flourish.	
	
Verse	17	
Paul	indicates	that	the	people	know	not	how	to	preserve	peace	with	others,	nor	how	to	obtain	
peace	for	themselves.		They	may	talk	of	peace,	however,	such	a	peace	is	an	illusion,	they	are	
strangers	to	all	true	peace,	they	know	not	the	things	that	belong	to	their	peace	(Prov.	1:16,	Isa	
59:7,8).	
	
God	has	already	drawn	up	the	method	that	men	should	achieve	peace,	and	more	importantly,	
peace	with	their	creator	and	God.		The	council	and	covenant	of	peace	was	made,	that	is	the	
Godhead	met	and	decided	how	things	should	unfold.		Christ	was	made	the	peacemaker,	and	of	
the	way	in	which	He	was	to	establish	it,	and	of	the	Gospel,	which	reveals	and	publishes	it,	was	
given	to	man	so	they	can	know	their	way.			
	
The	people	are	without	the	Spirit,	whose	fruit	is	peace.		Men	are	without	faith	in	Christ,	by	
which	true	peace	only	is	enjoyed,	nor	are	they	spiritually	minded,	which	is	life	and	peace,	nor	
have	they	any	knowledge	of	the	way	to	have	it.			
	
They	are	ready	to	think	it	must	be	had	by	doing	something	of	their	own,	and	not	that	it	is	to	be	
had	only	in	Christ,	in	His	blood	and	righteousness.				Christ	is	the	only	way	of	salvation,	the	true	
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way	to	eternal	life,	everlasting	peace	and	happiness.	They	know	not	the	way	of	peace	among	
men,	and	one	another,	nor	will	they	do	that	which	is	just	and	right,	in	order	to	support	and	
maintain	it,	but	are	unjust,	deceitful	and	quarrelsome;	they	do	not	study	peace,	but	rather	
contention,	which	they	like	and	approve	of.		
	
They	create	wars,	and	once	these	started	they	do	not	know	how	to	control	it	and	bring	about	
peace.	They	delight	in	bringing	ruin.	History	amply	demonstrates	this	evil	trait	in	man.	
	
Verse	18	
The	root	of	all	this	is	now	declared,		
There	is	no	fear	of	God	before	their	eyes.		
	The	fear	of	God	is	here	put	for	all	practical	religion,	which	consists	in	an	awful	and	serious	
regard	to	the	word	and	will	of	God	as	our	rule,	to	the	honour	and	glory	of	God	as	our	end.			
	
Wicked	people	have	not	this	before	their	eyes,	that	is,	they	do	not	steer	by	it,	they	are	
governed	by	other	rules,	aim	at	other	ends.	The	truth	is,	where	no	fear	of	God	is,	no	good	is	to	
be	expected.		The	fear	of	God	is	what	lays	a	restraint	upon	our	spirits,	and	keeps	them	right	
(Neh.	5:15).		When	once	fear	is	cast	off,	prayer	is	restrained	(Job	15:4),	and	then	all	goes	to	
havoc	and	ruin	quickly.		So	we	have	here	a	short	account	of	the	general	depravity	and	
corruption	of	mankind.		God	made	man	upright,	but	then	he	rejected	God,	hath	sought	out	
many	inventions,	but	then	lost	everything.	
	
The	wrath	of	God	therefore	came	because	of	unrighteousness.	It	continues	because	there	is	no	
fear	of	God	before	their	eyes.	They	cannot	see	and	so	they	cannot	walk	properly,	for	they	have	
no	sound	direction.	
	
The	root,	the	essence	of	sin,	this	evil,	is	unbelief.	It	leads	to	rebellion,	and	this	leads	to	
immorality,	and	death.		
	
Verse	19	
From	all	this	Paul	infers	that	it	is	in	vain	to	look	for	justification	by	the	works	of	the	law,	and	
that	it	is	to	be	had	only	by	faith,	which	is	the	point	he	has	been	all	along	proving.			
	
God	sent	the	Law	to	show	us	the	right	road	to	this	all	important	destination,	namely,	to	come	to	
Him.	God	knew	about	this	horrible	description	of	man	but	He	did	not	vow	to	wipe	man	off	the	
face	of	the	earth.	He	knew	about	man’s	wretchedness,	his	evil,	his	deceit,	his	hypocrisy,	but	He	
still	loved	and	so	He	sent	the	Law	to	keep	man	from	following	the	false	path	to	death.	
	
God	therefore	sent	the	Law	to	do	three	things.	
First	it	was	sent	to	stop	our	mouth.	It	stopped	all	arguments,	and	ruled	out	every	“but”.	It	said	
in	the	courtroom	of	God,	Guilty	or	not	Guilty.	If	you	broke	the	Law	in	any	small	matter	you	are	
Guilty	of	all.	
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It	will	shock	and	dismay	us,	but	when	we	appear	before	God	we	will	be	speechless.	When	we	
produce	all	our	works	of	righteousness	the	Law	will	say	that	was	not	sufficient,	it	was	nothing,	it	
was	like	filthy	rags.	Then	we	will	have	nothing	to	say.	Our	ways	had	not	been	perfect,	flawless,	
righteous,	with	no	sins	attached.	We	are	guilty	and	deserve	death.	
	
Then	next,	the	Law	shows	us	we	are	accountable	to	God.	There	is	no	easy	way	out.	Not	even	
death	will	remove	everything	and	everything	will	be	miraculously	forgotten.	Everyone	has	to	
appear	before	God	for	trial,	and	as	Hebrews	9:27	states:	
	
“It	is	appointed	unto	men	once	to	die,	but	after	this	the	judgment”.	
	
Then	third,	the	Law	presents	us	and	takes	to	the	place	where	we	understand	what	sin	really	is.	
It	asks	that	we	act	in	love	toward	God	and	toward	our	fellow	men.	We	stand	before	the	Law	
and	we	admit	we	do	not	act	in	love.	When	we	see	that,	what	the	Law	wants	us	to	see,	we	will	
be	taken	to	listen	to	and	go	to	Christ,	who	has	all	we	need	to	do	that	the	Law	requires	of	us.	
	
Verse	20	
Because	of	the	sin	in	both	Jew	and	Gentile,	the	works	of	these	sinners	cannot	be	accounted	for	
righteousness.	The	Law	rules	out	boasting	for	all	have	the	taint	of	sin.	It	is	the	law	by	which	
there	is	the	knowledge	of	sin	and	the	recognition	that	those	works	which	might	be	matters	of	
boasting	are	totally	inadequate.	
	
All	who	descended	from	Adam	are	guilty.	All	who	have	received	divine	revelation,	who	have	
great	advantages	in	such	knowledge	remain	guilty.	
	
CONCLUSION	
	
Humanity	has	a	bad	problem.	The	Law	and	the	prophets	had	pointed	to	the	solution.	The	
prophets	spoke	of	the	coming	Suffering	Servant	of	Jehovah	who	would	come	to	heal	the	
spiritually	sick.	
	
Scriptures	have	taught	us	that	righteousness	cannot	come	from	self-effort.	It	comes	from	God	
seeing	the	travail	of	His	Righteous	Servant	and	be	satisfied,	for	His	Righteous	Servant	would	
justify	many.	(Isa.	53:11).	
	
David	knew	he	needed	God’s	support	and	so	he	prayed	in	Psalm	143:1-2:	
	
Hear	my	prayer,	O	LORD,	give	ear	to	my	supplications:	in	thy	faithfulness	answer	me,	and	in	thy	
righteousness.	
And	enter	not	into	judgment	with	thy	servant:	for	in	thy	sight	shall	no	man	living	be	justified”.	
	
We	should	pry	as	he	did.	We	should	therefore	thank	God	for	providing	the	way	to	a	
righteousness	that	He	has	given	to	us,	that	we	have	not	earned,	and	cannot	earn.	We	pray	that	
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everyone	will	come	to	believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	solution	that	is	close	at	hand	for	we	
are	told	that	the	righteousness	we	need	is	manifested.	


