Lesson 7

January 13th, 2018

A Bold Faith
Study Scripture – Daniel 3:19-23, 26-28
Background Scripture – Daniel 3
“Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants
that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies,
that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God.”

INTRODUCTION
The story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the ‘fiery furnace’ is undoubtedly one of the
most popular and well-known stories of the Bible. The sheer drama of the event and the
eventual triumph of good over evil has an irresistible appeal to most readers. The courage of
these three Hebrews is almost without parallel. They boldly faced ‘the worst that men could do’
because they knew their God was a sovereign God and a God of mercy and justice. They define
for us what Bold faith is.
Their humility before God in acknowledging His ability, without being so arrogant as to claim
knowledge of His specific intentions for their lives on the occasion, serves as a model for all
saints of all generations. Placed in what is regarded as the historical section of the Book of
Daniel, the account is more than just an exciting story from Israel’s stories past but carries
important spiritual lessons.
Chapter Three is a lesson in faith. The chapter's main purpose is clearly practical. It simply tells
us a story about Daniel's three friends and their unswerving and steadfast confession of faith. It
is helpful to examine this story with the following teachings in mind:
1. The opposition to faith.
2. The temptation of faith.
3. The demonstration of faith, and
4. The salvation by faith.
The story in a very simple way also alerts us to what idolatry really is at its roots and how it
affects the people of God by its temptations. Note first of all that the story is set in a time and
place where the mindset of the people is quite different from our modern western mindset.
There and then, paganism ruled with its varieties of horrible gods of wood and stone and even
the affairs of state could hardly be separated from pagan worship. The behaviour of kings and
rulers was heavily coloured by their belief in their gods.
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We are invited by our Study Scripture to consider the basic fact that believers live day to day in
the midst of the kingdom of man with its own dominant set of values which Scriptures describe
as being of the world, the flesh, and the devil. This is a kingdom of idolatry which essentially is
placing “things” and “self” before the Almighty God. This kingdom of man as one would expect
indulges in all the forms of paganism, sexual immorality, promotion of man as god and the one
who rules himself, the unceasing drive and lust for power, a penchant for material things for
oneself and for one’s benefit, to the exclusion of the right and benefits to others.
Believers as well as everyone else live, whether or not they understand this, live also in the
kingdom of God where nature, events and history proclaims that the God who created all that
we see, is real and present and is interested in everything that men do. Those that believe in
Him and the work of His Son will be taken into God’s eternal kingdom.
One should understand that everyone worships something or someone. This object of their
worship is in many cases something or someone else apart from the true God revealed in
Scripture. There actually is plenty of worship going on around us and all we have to do to see
this is to pay attention to how people view, are devoted to, and relate to sports teams,
technology, and family activities.
It is often difficult to work out how we should relate to others as we live in a culture where
everyone worships something other than God. Sometimes we are trapped with no wiggle room
in a culture where there is no or little appreciation of the almighty God, and any move that
makes us different from others will bring negative consequences. Our Study of the courageous
group of young men and their bold faith will give us steady direction on how we should live.
Note however it is not always easy going to live in the kingdom of man with its twisted ways of
looking at life and living in the kingdom of God at the same time. Believers require firm faith in
God, trusting in His government of all things, His faithfulness, and the impossibility of Him ever
breaking His promises to us. The relevance of this episode to those believers living today is
made quite clear in the New Testament. On writer states:
“The New Testament tells us that we too are required to be witnesses to the truth, so these
men will serve as great models for us.. Most of us live surrounded by more unbelievers than
believers. We don’t typically live in communities of faith where every association around us is
with people who are like us. The vast majority of us work in environment that are certainly
unbelieving, if not actively hostile.
Maybe you are more often influenced by those who are not of the faith in your family or
cultural setting. So we want to learn from the calling of these men to be witnesses.
Consider the word “witness” for a moment. In the New Testament the word for witness is
martureo. You might rightly suspect that this is where we get the English word “martyr”. The
responsibilities of being a witness may indeed include giving up your life.
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Being a witness begins with what you say and then always proceeds into who you are. These
are the two big concepts behind the responsibilities of a New Testament Christian witness,
and they apply for us as witnesses today.
We need to actively declare the truth, the great themes of the gospel. But we also need to
live the truth.
There are times when speech is no longer required and the focus of those who are looking on
is whether we believe and live what we say, whether our life will back up what we’ve talked
about”.
The story is set in Babylon (modern day Iraq) which was the dominant power in the Near East at
that time and ruled by the proud and egocentric King Nebuchadnezzer. During the reign of
Jehoiakim (2Kings24:1-2), the Kingdom of Judah, previously a vassal state to Egypt had fallen
under the sphere of Babylon and had suffered the first of three deportations of its leading
citizens to Babylon at the hands of Nebuchadnezzer.
Among the deportees from the Land of Judah were young Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego and
Daniel the writer and main character of the Book. Soon after their arrival in Babylon, Daniel
diffused a very serious crisis that threatened the lives of all the King’s advisors, by accurately
recalling and interpreting a frightening vision Nebuchadnezzer had one night as he laid in bed.
Duly impressed the King declared, “Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a
revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret.”
The vision had both immediate and far reaching significance, as in a nutshell it provided a broad
outline of the remainder of human history. Daniel emphatically presented God as the architect
and executor of history, thus the King had some knowledge of the omnipotent and sovereign God
of the Jews. The message of Nebuchadnezzar’s vision was clear and reveals some important
truths; God, not man is sovereign in world affairs, the sovereign God has a plan for the world and He is
ordering history according to His plan.

Promotion and accolades followed for Daniel and our heroes after his recall and interpretation
of the king’s vision.
Daniel and his companions had earlier distinguished themselves as faithful to their covenant
with Yahweh in their dealings with some high officials in the King’s court, by refusing to defile
themselves with food from the King’s table. Thus there was some awareness and knowledge of
the true God at the palace.
Likely spurred by his vision that saw Babylon as the ‘head of gold’ (2:36-38), Nebuchadnezzar
had visions of grandeur that far surpassed that of his empire and he seemed set on achieving
some grand objective. He was not satisfied with being the ruler of a great kingdom, but it seems
he envisioned a world empire. He hoped, like all ambitious despots and Satan who stands behind
them, to rule the world (Rev.13:3-18).
Chapter 3 tells us the King constructed a large image and commanded all citizens in his vast
kingdom to bow down and worship the image. Some believe that he hoped to unify the many
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races and nations under his rule, with a common religion and object of worship. Another very
credible view about Nebuchadnezzar's motives, see the incident as his reaction to a coup attempt
that occurred in December 595 and January 594 B.C., which the Babylonian Chronicles record.
If in fact, Nebuchadnezzar’s power had been directly challenged by his people, this would
account for some of his refusal to allow any opposition to his preferred display of loyalty. There
is also some speculation the king was attempting to thwart the outcome of his vision, where
disunity partly led to the demise of the ‘fourth kingdom’ (2:40-43).
It is important to note that it is impossible to determine the time of this incident with any degree
of certainty. It seems clear however that Nebuchadnezzar’s understanding of the claims of, and
the power of the true God that he expressed in Daniel 2:47-47 did not give him pause.
The pagans believed in many gods and would simply add this idol to their list of deities to be
worshipped, so the King’s edict was not a problem for those in his realm. The pagans however
would not treat Nebuchadnezzar's demand lightly, for they would be reacting to
Nebuchadnezzar’s blunt threat to throw anyone that did not pay proper homage to his creation
into a burning furnace. For the Jews however, Nebuchadnezzar’s plan created a serious problem,
particularly for those who remained faithful to the covenant. The Jews were to worship Yahweh
alone; they could not be faithful to their God and worship anyone or anything else. They were
prepared to honour their commitment of loyalty to Nebuchadnezzar but certainly not in that way
he required.
Nebuchadnezzar did not rely on persuasion to have people comply but gave them the choice of
bowing down and worshipping the image he constructed or to being burned alive in a fiery
furnace.
The King convened a massive gathering of all the governments, officials, dignitaries and peoples
from every corner of his empire to an elaborate and well planned ceremony, to either inaugurate
the new religion ( a rather unlikely supposition given his adherence to his god), or as some think,
to solidify his rule.
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to bow down or worship the King’s image which led
him to ask the poignant question :“…who is the god who will deliver you from my hands?”
Note this is the question that faces every sinner; Who is the god that will deliver you from the
hands of Jehovah?
The answer of the Hebrews and the subsequent events are the focus of our Study. The decision of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego is in line with what Jesus’ demands of His disciples
(luke14:26) and shows great regard for His instructions:
“…And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell”, Matt.10:28.
The Text raises several important issues for Christians among which are;
1. Submission to the state and civil disobedience,
2. Suffering and divine deliverance and
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3. The sovereignty of God.
Let us seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we try to learn these important lessons and
apply them to our lives.
THE TEXT
Verses 1-18. Despite Nebuchadnezzar’s confession to Daniel:
“Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets…” (2:47), this
did not deter him from the construction of an ill-proportioned image of gold about ninety feet tall
by nine feet wide and requiring obeisance to this image, a clear act of idolatry. There is also the
thought of a political angle and that Nebuchadnezzar was seeking to exact a solemn pledge of
allegiance from everyone in his far flung empire. This would serve to cement his dominion
through what some believe would be the common bond of religion.
Beyond its outer dimensions which we are told and the gold plating, we have no description of
what the image actually looked like or represented. Some believe that the image was raised in
honor of Nebuchadnezzar's father, others of his own person, while others believe it was a
representation of the chief Babylonian god Bel. It probably stood on a substantial base since it
was quite narrow for such a tall statue. The dimensions suggest that it was an image set on a
pedestal. The charge of treason that would be brought against anyone who did not pay the
required homage suggests however that in some sense it represented or was a symbol of
Nebuchadnezzar’s empire.
Some believe the idea for the image came from his vision in chapter two. Here is proof again that
intellectual assent to the existence of God or a superficial knowledge of His Being, apart from a
heart changed by God Himself, ultimately has little benefit for any individual.
Scholars are unsure of the location of the Plain of Dura but Babylon has historic Biblical
significance. Historians and archaeologists inform us that: “…near here, or nearby, Nimrod
built the city of Babel, and the kingdom of Babylon had its birth (Genesis 10:8-10).
Centuries ago, about the time of Abraham, men concentrated themselves in a city on the
plain in Shinar.
(Genesis 11:1-2)… In this land, God called Abraham. Abraham was commanded to leave
Ur of the Chaldeans, Abraham left this place, the cradle of civilization, to go to an
unknown and, as yet, undesignated place, where God was to bless him and others through
him
(Genesis 11:27–12:3). Centuries later, after countless warnings from God through the
prophets, Israel was taken captive and dispersed by Assyria. Little more than a hundred
years later, the southern kingdom of Judah was taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar, the king
of Babylon…”
The construction of the image completed, government officials from the high to the low, from
every region of the kingdom were summoned to the dedication ceremony of the image. One
commentator informs us regarding the summoned officials even while acknowledging that it is
difficult to ascertain the meaning of many of these Chaldean words:
The satraps were the highest political officials in each province. The prefects (princes) were
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military chiefs. The governors (captains) were heads of sections of the provinces. The
counselors (advisers, judges) were high-ranking judges. The treasurers were superintendents
of the treasury. The judges (counselors) were secondary judges, and the magistrates (sheriffs)
were lower level legal officials. The rulers (officials) were subordinates of the satraps. These
groups represented all the administrative government officials of the wide-ranging empire, and
they spoke many different languages.
Daniel though, intended us to understand that Nebuchadnezzar sent for and assembled all the
great and powerful officers of his kingdom to do honor to the image. This was an imperial
summons and it was a grand, magnificent occasion with the high officials all dressed up and in
attendance. Undoubtedly many other ordinary folks would have gathered also. The assembly of
officials were positioned according to rank in a prescribed order and were then addressed by a
herald. They fell into various groupings identified repeatedly by Daniel and representing not only
the different levels of government but also the various races, languages, and cultures integrated
into the government of Babylon.
If the invitation (command) to attend the ceremony was lacking in detail, the herald soon brought
everyone ‘up to speed’. An elaborate orchestra of stringed and wind instruments from around the
world and likely led by a conductor would begin to play on cue, at which time the assembly
would fall down and worship the golden image. The harmony of the various instruments was
likely symbolic of the kind of unity and cohesion the king hoped to achieve. Music seems to
have been a vibrant part of Babylonian culture (Psalm137:3; Isaiah14:11).
Not only must they all bow down, but they must all bow own together in the company of each
other and at the same time. There was to be uniformity with no tolerance for freedom of religious
opinion and worship.
An important bit of detail that would have particular significance to our heroes was then added:
“…and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast immediately into the midst of a
burning fiery furnace.”
Nebuchadnezzar is known to have been involved in many large scale building projects and large
brick-kilns were constructed to bake the bricks needed for his projects. Some of these great ovens
have been found in archaeological excavations and one is believed to have been the fiery furnace.
It appears the ceremony had actually begun but then things hit a snag. Certain Chaldeans noticed
that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednigo did not bow down to the image and the dissenters must
have really stood out. The Chaldeans quickly brought the affront to Nebuchadnezzar’s attention
with three formal charges against the Jews:
- They showed disregard for the king’s authority.
- They did not serve his gods.
- They would not bow down to the image.
The accusers made sure they reminded the king in great detail of his commands regarding the
bowing down and worship of the image at the prescribed time the orchestra hit the right note.
It may have been well known in Babylon that the Hebrews worshipped Jehovah only, but the
three would now be tested in their loyalty of their God.
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The Chaldeans that brought the charges against the group were nobles, not just astrologers. They
were in a position to personally benefit from the prosecution of the three Jews, perhaps even to
replace them in their offices. Also, there was likely an element of jealousy in their actions (6:34), given the goal of Nebuchadnezzar to use foreigners as a part of his administration. They were
the “natives” of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar himself was a Chaldean. The Jews were outsiders, yet
they held higher positions in Nebuchadnezzar’s administration than the Chaldeans.
The ceremony must have been disrupted and suddenly Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
became the unscheduled attraction of the whole gathering.
It is important to understand the gravity of the charges brought against the group. The refusal
to pay homage to the image was proof that the three did not worship the king's gods and that
was regarded as both an act of hostility against the kingdom as well as its king.
Nebuchadnezzar's gods were responsible for his success according to their thinking and to
disregard them was tantamount to repudiating Nebuchadnezzar. Thus the actions of the three
in not bowing down to the image, showed both disloyalty (as if it were the king's statue) and
impiety (as if it were a god). Whatever the nature of the statue, it held both religious and
political significance. For the rest of those in attendance, it would make sense to worship the
image; after all, Nebuchadnezzar had the most powerful god.
It is important to note that here is a mixture of religion and politics which has occurred at
several points in history, and will certainly occur in future. One writer comments and draws our
attention thus:
“The religious connotations of the gathering are unclear, but it was probably not a summons
to worship one idol as God. The Babylonians were a polytheistic people and worshiped many
gods.
A refusal to yield homage to the gods of the kingdom, they regarded as an act of hostility
against the kingdom and its monarch, while every one might at the same time honor his own
national God. This acknowledgment, that the gods of the kingdom were the most powerful,
every heathen could grant; and thus, Nebuchadnezzar demanded nothing in a religious point
of view, which every one of his subjects could not yield. To him, therefore, the refusal of the
Jews could not but appear as opposition to the greatness of his kingdom.”
Nebuchadnezzar was not necessarily against foreigners, or against Jews. It does not seem that
Jews were unpopular or less favored than other foreigners, for they had been raised to very
high offices.
Note, that while many Israelites worshipped idols in Palestine, and Moses even predicted that
they would worship idols in exile (Deut. 4:27-28), yet these men chose to face death rather than
commit idolatry. Note also in all this, the meaning of idolatry and what it demands. All it
requires is that when we face opposition to faith, it requires a simple perversion of faith, a
change in the proper way to look at God.
Then of course come the temptation to compromise faith. One can conform to idolatry, while
cleverly concealing that one inwardly rejects idolatry, in other words, one can be overcome by
the temptation to conceal faith. A person might not be faced with a literal physical image or
idol, but any perversion to strict faith in the true God, any compromise in this faith or
concealment of the faith amounts to participating in idolatry.
Usually the term ‘Jew’ is used as a somewhat derogatory term in the Old Testament as it is here.
49 Brydon Drive  Toronto ON  M9W 4N3  (416)747-7278  www.seventhdaybaptist.ca 
Pastor H. Condison  Pastor O. Lynch
Toronto SDB Church 
@TorontoSDBChurch

Lesson 7 – A Bold Faith
Daniel 3
It is a term that the enemies of the Israelites used to describe them (6:13).
Verses 13-18. Nebuchadnezzar flew into a rage (the word rage means wrath) at the news of the
dissension and ordered the three brought before him. The king had earlier shown himself to be a
man of violent passions and that he was easily excited, though he seemed susceptible to being
deeply impressed on religious subjects. Clearly, he felt insulted and saw the refusal as disrespect.
On the other hand, it was he that had appointed the three to high office and very likely had come
to value their service. Controlling his temper, he sought to save face by giving the accused a
second chance.
No matter how one looks at it, this was magnanimous behavior on the part of Nebuchadnezzar.
He could've simply ordered that they be killed. He obviously had some respect for these men,
certainly more than he had for the magicians and astrologers who could not interpret his dreams.
But with the whole assembly looking on, he repeated the instructions to bow at the prescribed
time, along with the threat of the fiery furnace, should they refuse. If they bowed down, the
matter would be forgotten.
Some interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s questioning of these Jewish men along these lines;
“Is it a joke? Can you possibly be serious or in earnest that you would disobey so positive a
command?” Another interprets Nebuchadnezzar's words in this way; “Have you done this of
set purpose and design?” It is of course more likely that God was turning Nebuchadnezzar to
speak and to behave in this way so that when the three young Jewish men replied to him, what
eventually happened, would show even more clearly God's amazing power.
Nebuchadnezzar was apparently concerned as to whether or not the three Jewish men had
maliciously designed and resolved to defy his authority and not to serve his gods or worship the
golden image.
The king had a short memory and underlined his threat with a rhetorical question about which
god could deliver them from his hand. This statement that no God could deliver them out of his
hand would make his threats seem even more powerful. Of course in his mind the answer was
none. Although he had earlier acknowledged that the God of the Jews was a revealer of secrets,
to him that did not translate into a God that could deliver from the fiery furnace. In reality
Nebuchadnezzar was too bright not to have known better. His emotions clearly got the better of
him.
The three answered Nebuchadnezzar’s question as to whether their behavior was on purpose
and informed Nebuchadnezzar, that it was not necessary for them to even address the reasons
why they could not worship the image that he had set up. It was their duty to pay attention to
the requirements of divine holiness and righteousness. They deemed any kind of explanation or
defence of their position pointless, as their minds were made up and whatever was the result,
they would not worship the image he had set up, or the gods he adored. Maybe their faithfulness
to their covenant and allegiance to Jehovah was well known and would not be modified by any
statement or argument that they could make and they were not anxious about the result.
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The three then gave a direct and unequivocal testimony that the God they served and by
inference, the true God, was able to save them. Their God was able to deliver and if He chose, He
would deliver them from the hand of the King. They also acknowledge that even though He could
deliver them, He did not have to deliver them and might even choose not to deliver them.
It was so easy for these men to escape punishment. Nebuchadnezzar did not ask them to reject
their own God or to renounce worshiping him or even to publicly declare that this golden image
was their God. All they had to do was to bow down before it while at the same time keeping the
secret inwardly in their hearts that they belonged to the God of Israel, as one writer states:
“inwardly detesting this idolatry, as Naaman bowed down in the House of Rimmon.”
Then they dropped the ‘bomb’ on Nebuchadnezzar and the onlookers. They would not bow down
nor worship the image; fiery furnace or no fiery furnace. They showed total confidence in God
and willingly committed the whole case into His hands to dispose of it as He chose. They had full
confidence in God and they had full knowledge of their faith. Clearly, dead or alive they knew
they belonged to God and were in His hands. All this was done calmly, with no fanaticism, or
disrespect. There was no superstitious expectation of some miracle. They knew that
Nebuchadnezzar did not and could not understand their point of view. His view was totally
different from theirs, so they simply told him that their God would do according to His own will.
The king interpreted this as defiance to his authority and was furious. His attitude or countenance
toward them changed and he was full of anger at their determination to do what they considered
to be their duty, irrespective of the consequences he had placed before them. He ordered the
furnace made seven times hotter and ordered a number of his best soldiers to bind the three and
toss them in the furnace. ‘Seven times’ is a proverbial expression for much more in some passages
(Prov. 24:16; 26:16), and it probably has that meaning here too.
For the three there was no such thing as situation ethics or pragmatism or compromise. They
were set on doing what was right and not on the result. There was no evaluation of options or
alternatives but a single-minded determination to do right, regardless of the consequences. The
decision embodies the highest badge of discipleship, where one is prepared to lose one’s life for
the sake of God, the peak of sacrificial giving and ultimately set the stage for God to be glorified.
Theirs was a faith fully resigned to the will of God. They did not ask for a miracle and did not seem
to expect one. One commentator notes:
Theirs is the faith that says: 'Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him,' (Job 13:15).
Note, it is in the trials, rigors and sacrifices of the Christian life that God is truly glorified.
The courage of the three particularly in light of their circumstances was truly remarkable and
speaks to the limitless grace of God, who could so amply furnish them for such a trial. They were
comparatively young, wrenched from their spiritual moorings and instructions in their youth,
subjected to sustained pagan remoulding, captives in a distant land, facing the wrath of the most
absolute monarch of the earth, with no powerful friends to support them and only steps away
from a horrid death. Yet they did the right and choose to obey God. Many have died rather than
renounce or disobey God and those of us with faltering faith must understand that God supplies
faith equal to all trials.
Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of
the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding.
He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength.
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Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall:
But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.(Isa.40:28-31)
Many people believe God has written the Bible and done some great things but do not believe He
can solve their serious problems. But these young men were quite emphatic that God would
deliver them from any fiery furnace. One commentator writes concerning the decision of the
three:
There is a strong note of irony here. The Jewish captives of Babylon are in bondage
because of their idolatry (see Isaiah 2; 30:19-22; 31:7; Jeremiah 8:19; Ezekiel 5:1-12; 6:110; 14:1-5; 16:15-23; 20:39-40; 22:1-4; 23). Israel was commanded not to make or worship
idols, on penalty of death. Until their Babylonian captivity, they persisted in their idolatry.
Idolatry was one of the reasons for their being in Babylon.
Now, with the making of this golden image and the dedication ceremony, Daniel’s three
friends find themselves commanded to worship this idol, or die. God said, “Worship idols
and die,” while Nebuchadnezzar said, “Worship my idol or die.” Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-nego were determined to flee from idolatry, even if it meant death; Nebuchadnezzar
commanded them to practice idolatry, or they would surely die. In doing what seemed to
lead to certain death (refusing to bow down to the golden image), the three Hebrews were
delivered from death. These three remained faithful to God and to His law, even when
threatened with the fiery furnace. In contrast, Israel persisted in her idolatry, even when
warned not to do so. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego are the ideal Israelites, who obey
God’s law even when it is life-threatening. They would rather face the wrath of men than
the wrath of God.
There is another aspect of the behavior of these three young men to consider. They loved their
God more than life itself. The will and glory of God meant more than security, fame, fortune, or
position. Their behavior gives the lie to the frequent terrorist statement that everyman has his
price. But these men were in crisis and their lives were at stake and yet they could not be bought
for any price. They were determined and courteous. They would acknowledge Nebuchadnezzar
as king but at the same time, they would make the world know that their ultimate allegiance was
to the King of kings alone.
Verse 19. Nebuchadnezzar was a man in a very powerful position. A ruler, a king, and as such
he expected his commands that went out to be obeyed by all of the people over whom he ruled.
Due to his exposure to those of the Jewish nation, and specifically Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego from earlier on, it would be obvious when they came before him that they would side
with their God instead of with his decrees. Their conviction and wisdom from their previous
dealings garnered king Nebuchadnezzar’s respect of them, however, when people do not serve
God in spirit and truth, their motivations and movements are forever fickle. King
Nebuchadnezzar permitted his vanity to create a golden image, and set it up to be worshipped,
which lead to this confrontation with these young men whom he must have known their
convictions would not be swayed, even by him.
The response from the young men, instead of providing Nebuchadnezzar an opportunity to
consider what he was doing or what it meant to these men and their people after they showed
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great wisdom to him, instead brought him to a state of pure angry or fury. Everything pleasant
and honourable he had thought of them in the past was now blocked or forgotten by rage at their
response. Even though Nebuchadnezzar had seen the wisdom that the God of Israel had given
to His people, and knew that there was something different about the God that he dealt with
through this people, still upon the response, his brutish passions indulged by others, lead him to a
violent response against these brave men.
His officials had put him in a difficult position however by repeating the oaths of punishment he
had made against those who disobeyed him. If he did not follow throught withnhis threats he
would appear weak and vacillating, something he could not stand.
The position given to the three young men did not cause the king to lessen or reconsider his
punishment towards them. Instead of mitigating the punishment, he ordered it to be increased,
that they should heat the furnace seven times more than normal to kill them sooner than they
would have expected. This would signify that their crimes against him was so heinous they
deserved more than normal punishment.
However, God brought glory to Himself out of this foolish instance of a tyrant’s rage. If God
allowed these men to die, their deaths would a severe blow against the exiles. However, in saving
them, it did make their deliverance much more amazing and illustrious.
Verses 20-21. Nebuchadnezzar was vexed. His countenance changed. He lost his temper. He
was so infuriated that at his urgent command the three Jewish men were arrested immediately.
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who with due respect for the king were suitably attired for
the great occasion, were summarily and unceremoniously bound and thrown into the furnace at
the king’s command by some of his more robust soldiers.
Typical in executions the victims were dressed in particular garb, indicating they were criminals
or heretics and deserving of the flames, but here the anger of the king was so great, that he gave
no time for ceremony or preparation. The sentence was immediately executed, they were
thrown in just as they were and no change was made in their dress.
This was no ordinary flame, it was so intense after having been heated seven times more than
normal, that it killed the men that had been given the task to dump the three Hebrews into the
fiery furnace. It had been made as hot as possible.
Would it be difficult for God to save His people from the ordinary heat of the oven? Would God
now have to prove to these pagans that the heat of the ordinary oven was nothing for Him to
handle and He would want to show His power when the oven was heated seven times more than
normal?
The king’s fury however will only work to the glory of God as we read later (vs. 27) that the clothes
of the three were not affected by the flames when they emerged from the furnace.
Nebuchadnezzar’s face mirrored the anger and wrath in his heart against the three Hebrews and
it was a sight that would have terrified every single person on the Plain of Dura that day. On the
other hand the king’s histrionics merely played to the word of God… Surely the wrath of man
shall praise thee:… (Psalm 76:10).
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Very shortly Nebuchadnezzar will meet the God who is able to deliver from the fiery furnace.
Verse 22. It was a remarkable providence that the mighty men that bound, and threw the Hebrew
men into the furnace, were themselves consumed or suffocated by the flame. The king’s
commandment was urgent, that they should dispatch them quickly, and be sure to do it
effectually. Therefore they resolved to go to the very mouth of the furnace that they might throw
them into the midst of it, but they were in such haste that they would not take the time to protect
themselves from death by the heat. The apocryphal additions to Daniel say that the flame
ascended forty-nine cubits above the mouth of the furnace. One might say God allowed and
encouraged such a spectacle to plead the cause of His injured servants, and take vengeance for
them on their persecutors, whom He punished, not only in the very act of their sin, but by it. But
these men were only the instruments of cruelty; he that bade them do it had the greater sin; yet
they suffered justly for executing an unjust decree, and it is very probable that they did it with
pleasure and were glad to be employed in such tasks of cruelty, and so exposing them to the
judgments of God.
The deliverance of these three faithful servants of God out of the furnace was the providence of
God. When they were cast bound into the midst of that devouring fire we might well conclude
that we should hear no more of them, that their very bones would be calcined; but, to our
amazement, we here find that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, are yet alive.
Verse 23. This was meant to be a terrible death, being cast into a furnace bound. It is amazing
that the tyrant was so hard-hearted as to inflict such a punishment, and that the confessors were
so stout-hearted as to submit to it rather than sin against God.
But what is this to the second death, to that furnace into which the tares shall be cast in bundles,
to that lake which burns eternally with fire and brimstone? With Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace
heated to the point it was, would only cause it captives to suffer for but a short time, but the fires
of hell tortures and does not kill during eternity. The pain of damned sinners is more exquisite,
and those have no rest, no intermission, no cessation of their pains, who have worshipped the
beast and his image. Nothing can compare to that pain that will follow the Great White throne
Judgment. The pain of our young heroes would have been soon over once they were cast into this
furnace for not worshipping this Babylonian beast and his image. Then they would have been
with their Lord. But their time had not come.
Verse 24. The furnace would have had an opening at the top for the escape of smoke and maybe
two at the base for the entry of air and fuel for combustion and a larger opening for material or
ore but whatever the construction, it did allow onlookers to see inside. It was from such a
vantage point that the king looked inside the fiery furnace.
To his absolute shock and amazement, there were now four figures walking around in the
furnace and not just the three he had ordered burned. Trancelike, the king asked his officials
concerning the number thrown into the furnace and they readily confirmed that it was three. It
was not that the king’s memory had so quickly failed him or he had any doubts about the number
of victims, rather the question sought to focus attention on the even more startling appearance of
a fourth figure in the furnace, plus the unusual appearance of that fourth figure.
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Nebuchadnezzar went on to describe the fourth figure in the furnace as having the appearance of
the Son of God, clearly a divine person. Some believe a ‘son of the gods’ is a better translation,
since few of them had any concept of the biblical ‘Son of God’.
The king called Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego from the furnace and the full extent of God’s
deliverance and His ability to deliver became apparent to him, his courtiers and the entire
gathering on the plain. Neither the clothes nor the bodies of the men were harmed by the intense
heat and the flames. Their hair had not been singed; their clothing was not damaged. There was
not even the smell of smoke on their clothes. Their deliverance could not have been more
complete. The only thing burned were the ropes used to bind them.
The humbled Nebuchadnezzar offered praise to God, for it was proof to him that not only could
Yahweh reveal his secret dreams and give their interpretations, but he could deliver His people
from any kind of difficulty. But Nebuchadnezzar was not yet properly convinced about the full
truth about the God of Israel as one writer indicates:
“The King described Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego as Servants of the Most High
God. With this title the King ascribed greater power to their God than to any other. He
had obviously delivered them, as they said He could, and the leaders of the Babylonian
Empire had witnessed the miracle.
“It (the title “the Most High God) suggests a God of universal authority, but of otherwise
undefined personal qualities. For a pagan, it would denote only the highest among many
gods, but as an epithet of El it was accepted in early OT times and applied to Yahweh, so
that for a Jew it had mono theistic (or mono-Yahwistic) implications.”
Nebuchadnezzar still had a lot to learn about the true God. But he was growing in understanding.
He ordered everyone to respect Yahweh and to say nothing against Him and he made Judaism a
recognized religion with full rights of respect and toleration.
Nebuchadnezzar’s intention to unite his kingdom ended with his personal acknowledgment that
Yahweh was sovereign, and accordingly he permitted His worship.
God indeed makes the wrath of man praise the Lord.
Verse 26. Nebuchadnezzar finds them walking in the fire. He was astonished, and rose up in
haste. In conjunction to the slaying of the men that executed his sentence it is probably that that
is the reason for his astonishment.
God knows how to strike those with astonishment whose hearts are most hardened both
against Him and against His people. He that made the soul can make His sword to approach to
it, even to that of the greatest tyrant, since those are His creation. In his astonishment the
pagan king calls his counsellors about him, and appeals to them. Did we not cast three men
bound into the fire? It seems, it was done by order, not only of the king, but of the council.
It seems in his disbelief, he and those who gave him counsel saw the three Hebrews present in
the fire and also another figure was walking about. All confirmed this wasn't their imagination,
but all saw four people in the fire, where there should be only three.
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The Hebrew men were loosed from their bonds. The fire did not singe their clothes, but only
affected the cords that bound them. Through the grace of God, by those very troubles with
which their enemies designed to straighten and hamper the people of God, it shall be
overcome, as God is our protector.
Verse 27. Nebuchadnezzar upon jumping up to see that the Hebrew men were still alive asked
them to come forth, as it did not appear that any harm had come on them. No hurt appear on
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, no complaint was made by them, nor did they feel pain or
uneasiness in the least; the flame did not scorch them, the smoke did not stifle them they were
alive and as well as ever in the midst of the flames. God, who is the God of nature, can, when
He pleases, control the powers of nature, to make them serve His purposes. Just as how the
Scripture was fulfilled to the letter in the gracious promises (Isaiah 43:2; “When thou walkest
through the fire thou shalt not be burnt, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee”. And “By
faith they quench the violence of the fire, quench the fiery darts of the wicked, so shall it be
done with all of God's children. His protection will forever be on and towards His children.
Those who do not love God and act against Him and His children will not succeed in their evil
designs.
They walked in the midst of the fire. The furnace was large enough that it could be done, with
room to walk in the furnace. With God pleasure upon them, their minds were at ease, so they
could rejoice in what the Lord God had done for them. One does not know if this was the
influence of the forth figure, but they were not striving to get out, finding themselves unhurt
but, leaving it to that God who preserved them in the fire to bring them out of it, they walked
up and down in the midst of it unconcerned.
There was a fourth seen with them in the fire, whose form, in Nebuchadnezzar's judgment, was
like the Son of God; he appeared as a divine person, a messenger from heaven, not as a
servant, but as a son. Like an angel (so some) and angels are called sons of God, Job 38:7. In the
apocryphal narrative of this story it is said, The angel of the Lord came down into the furnace
and Nebuchadnezzar here says (Daniel 3:28), God sent his angel and delivered them and it was
an angel that shut the lions' mouths when Daniel was in the den, Daniel 6:22. But some think it
was the eternal Son of God, the angel of the covenant, and not a created angel.
Those that suffer for Christ have His gracious presence with them in their sufferings, even in the
fiery furnace, even in the valley of the shadow of death, and therefore even there they need
fear no evil. Hereby Christ showed that what is done against His people He takes as done
against Himself; whoever throws them into the furnace does, in effect, throw Him in.
Verse 28. Nebuchadnezzar calls them out of the furnace (Daniel 3:26): He comes near to the
mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and bids them come forth and come hither. Come forth,
come he speaks with a great deal of tenderness and concern, and stands ready to lend them his
hand and help them out. He is convinced by their miraculous preservation that he did evil in
casting them into the furnace and therefore he does not thrust them out privily no verily, but
he will come himself and fetch them out.
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It is important to observe the respectful title that he gives them. When he was in the heat of his
fury and rage against them it is probable that he called them rebels, and traitors, and all the ill
names he could invent but now he owns them for the servants of the Most High God, a God
who now appears able to deliver them out of his hand.
Sooner or later, God will convince the proudest of men that He is the Most High God, and
above all, and too hard for them, even in those things wherein they deal proudly and
presumptuously, Exodus 18:11. Likewise God will let them know are who His servants, and that
He owns them and will stand by them. Elijah prayed (1 Kings 18:36), Let it be known that thou
art God and that I am thy servant.
Nebuchadnezzar now embraces those whom he had abandoned, and is very officious about
them, now that he perceives them to be the favourites of Heaven. What persecutors have done
against God's servants, when God opens their eyes, they must as far as they can undo again.
How the fourth, whose form was like the Son of God, withdrew, and whether he vanished away
or visibly ascended, we are not told, but of the other three we are informed, they came forth
out of the midst of the fire, as Abraham their father out of Ur (that is, the fire) of the Chaldees,
into which, says this tradition of the Jews, he was cast, for refusing to worship idols, and out of
which he was delivered, as those his three children were. When they had their discharge they
did not tempt God by staying in any longer, but came forth as brands out of the burning.
To the full amazement and satisfaction of all the spectators, the men had not received the least
damage by the fire, Daniel 3:27. All the great men came together to view them, and found that
there was not so much as a hair of their head singed. Here that was true in the letter which our
Saviour spoke figuratively, for an assurance to His suffering servants that they should sustain no
real damage (Luke 21:18), There shall not a hair of your head perish. Their clothes did not so
much as change colour, nor smell of fire, much less were their bodies in the least scorched or
blistered no, the fire had no power on them. The Chaldeans worshipped the fire, as a sort of
image of the sun, so that, in restraining the fire now, God put contempt, not only upon their
king, but upon their gods too, and showed that His voice divides the flames of fire as well as the
floods of water (Psalm 29:7), when He pleases to make a way for His people through the midst
of it. It is our God only that is the consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29) other fire, if He but speak the
word, shall not consume.
CONCLUSION
The king’s earlier question was clearly answered as we read his own words in verse 28:
Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel and delivered
His servants who trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the king’s word, and yielded their
bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any god except their own God!
Faced with the choice of obeying men and disobeying God, the Hebrews chose to obey God,
even at the cost of a very horrible death. They clearly understood that the wrath of men as
terrible as that may be, pales in comparison to the wrath of God.
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Still their obedience to God was not a result of fear, which was Nebuchadnezzar’s tool in
exacting obedience from his subjects. The Hebrews had God’s promise that He would deliver
His people from Babylon and restore them to their land. They knew God is faithful to His
promises and is sovereign in the world and in the affairs of men. Armed with that knowledge,
they were prepared and content to subject their situation totally to God’s will by way of
obedience to His commands.
Hereby, they set the example of true faith, where doing right is what matters and not the results
of doing right. It is important also we recognize that they defied the king in a very respectful
manner. Submission to authority is a biblical principle which should not be ignored, for God is
the ultimate authority. He has set up human governments as His instruments and to oppose these
authorities is to oppose God. So while Christians are to obey civil authority they must obey God
when there is a clash between obeying God and obeying men (Romans 13:1-7; Acts 5:29;
Ephesians 6:1-3). Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego give us the example, both in their choice
and the manner of their dissent to the authorities.
Suffering for the sake of God is clearly enjoined on all believers and invariably brings glory to
God, the finest example being the sufferings of Jesus on behalf of sinners, to achieve God’s plan
of salvation.
In this case God delivered His people but often Christians have to undergo their ordeal. Our
posture should be that demonstrated by the Hebrews. Namely, we must first be obedient to God
and accept the circumstances as He allows them to unfold.
A popular teaching in some Christian circles today is that faithfulness to God guarantees freedom
from suffering and tribulation, despite the teachings of the Scriptures to the contrary. (2 Timothy
3:12; Hebrews 11 and 12; James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 2:18-25; 4:1-19). Clearly the beliefs of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refute this erroneous idea.
Interestingly Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were not only delivered from the fire but their
deliverance was also through the fire. As a result of their fiery ordeal Nebuchadnezzar passed a
decree that elevated and gave Judaism favored status throughout his empire. Thus the people of
God were at liberty to worship Him without fear of reprisals and freed from the threat of forced
idolatry.
Let us demonstrate a similar bold faith in God, where we trust His promises and are prepared to
suffer for His sake, knowing our sovereign Lord rules in the affairs of men and even in our most
mundane circumstances. Ultimately God’s name is glorified in our obedience and we are
eternally blessed.
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