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Lesson 7  January 14th, 2017 

Praising God the Provider 

Study Scripture – Psalms 65:1-2, 9-13 

Background Scripture – Psalms 65 

By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, O God of our salvation; who art 
the confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea.

INTRODUCTION  
 
Our Study Scripture takes us away from our normal tendency to pray to God for specific things. 
We tend to always approach God asking Him for keeping His mind on us despite our frailties, to 
help us in the difficult times we often face, and we ask Him to keep us from temptation and the 
evil thoughts and actions that seem to flood our mind periodically. We tend to complain to God 
that He takes too long to meet our needs despite our urgent and persistent prayers. 
 
David wrote Psalms echoing all our human tendencies which show in glaring colours our self-
centeredness when we approach God. 
 
But now he shifts his focus and ignores the existence of all the specific things he often prayed 
for, and he focuses on speaking to God of His amazingly great character, and lauds the 
greatness of God for His own sake and glory, and not because he wants God to give him some 
specific thing of meet some specific need he has at the moment. 
 
He points us how we should more often approach God, because of whom He is, and not so 
often speak to God begging Him for things we want or protection from circumstances in which 
we sometimes find ourselves. 
 
This psalm therefore begins by reminding us of what Jesus taught His disciples when they were 
concerned about how to pray. We tend to forget the force of Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:7-10 
and the wide breath of its meaning: 
 
“But when ye pray, use not vain repetition as the heathens do: for they think that they shall be 
heard for their much speaking. 
Be not ye therefore like them; for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye 
ask him. 
 
And Jesus then continues to teach the character of the Father: 
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“Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven”. 
 
It is obvious that there is much to be gained by leaving aside our specific circumstances and 
more often to glorify God for whom He is and what He has in general done, for this Providence 
of God is a marvelous matter. 
 
Unfortunately, we often forget that God is the great Provider. Our life must reflect this 
understanding, for make no mistake, in Him we move, and have our being. This Psalm reminds 
us forcefully of that fact and models our best prayers and songs to God. 
 
There are therefore times that we should speak of the glorious nature of God, and to review in 
general the amazing things He has done for all the men, women and children of this world, 
noting not only who He is, but what He has done for man, even before man prayed for these 
things. God’s provision thus emphasizes His greatness. 
 
As one writer puts it: 
 
“In the most mature love, appreciation is expressed without anything bringing it forward 
other than a sense of captivation by the one beloved”. 
 
The title itself is unusual. Charles Spurgeon tells us: 
 
The Hebrews calls it a Shur and Mizmor, a combination of psalm and song, which may be best 
described by the term, ‘A Lyrical poem’. In this case the psalm may be said or sung, and be 
equally suitable”. 
 
Its wide scope and peculiar nature has made some regard it as a song of thanksgiving for God’s 
blessing on His people. But as one writer points out: 
 
“Others view this as a wisdom psalm, a creation psalm, or a prophetic psalm.  
David explained that God hears prayer and atones for sin. This results in bounty for his 
people. God then helps them by his supernatural power”. 
 
The starting point for this psalm is clearly God, and His character.  
 
We should learn first that this character of God should be the starting point for our 
conversation with God and about God. 
 
We should know He cares. His creation and the many great benefits in it show that God cares. 
He also knows about and cares about the human condition. As well, He cares for this 
magnificent world, the other life on it, as well as all of nature itself.  
 
But let us focus more on Him and not on ourselves. 

http://www.seventhdaybaptist.ca/
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THE TEXT 
 
In this Psalm, we are directed to give to God the glory of His power and goodness by two major 
themes, in the kingdom of grace and in the kingdom of Providence. In the kingdom of grace, we 
will see how it manifests itself though hearing prayer and pardoning sin.  In the kingdom of 
Providence, we will look at His rule or guidance of nature through fixing the mountains, calming 
the sea, preserving the regular succession of day and night, and making the earth fruitful.  
Throughout the themes the lesson will be for Christians to understand that these are blessings 
we are all indebted to God for, and therefore we may easily accommodate this psalm to 
ourselves in singing it or letting it inspire us. 
 
Some find it useful to divide the psalm into three sections. 
 
In verse 1-4 there is a highlight on individuals and their relationship with God, as well as how 
God cares for and ministers to men. 
 
The second section, verses 5 through 8, shows God dealing with human history and the nations 
of the earth, and how God deals with the great world- wide events which so often trouble us. 
 
The third section, verses 9 through 13 focuses on God’s dealing with nature. 
 
Verse 1 
 
The psalmist here has no particular concern of his own concerns at the throne of grace, but 
begins with an address to God, as the master of an assembly and the mouth of a congregation.  
The one thing we should look to observe and emulate is how he gives glory to God, with 
humble thankfulness. 
 
When God is coming towards us with His favours, we must go forth to meet Him with our 
praises.  This means we must be awake, ready and waiting for God to come to us.  We start by 
offering our praise to Him. Once that is being done, then must we wait for an answer from God, 
who will be just to give that answer to His faithful children, but we continue to offer it so that it 
may be received with thankfulness at its first approach. 
   
When we stand ready in everything to give thanks, then praise waits for God.  For example, the 
Levites by night stood in the house of the Lord, ready to sing their songs of praise at the hour 
appointed (Ps. 134:1; Ps. 134:2), and thus their praise waited for Him.   
 
We sing when the praises go up, the blessings come down, it is a link, a dynamic that exists 
together, for with every action, there is a reaction.  The praise is made and continually so to 
God, and when He takes notice of it, He comes to be in the presence of His people, bringing His 
blessing with Him.   
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Praise is silent unto God, as wanting words to express the great goodness of God, and being 
struck with silent admiration at it.  As there are holy groaning’s which cannot be uttered, so 
there are holy adoring’s which cannot be uttered, and yet shall be accepted by Him that 
searches the heart and knows what is the mind of the spirit.   
 
All of God’s creation praises Him.  All have purpose to their praise of God.  Our praise is silent, 
but the praises of His angels ring out and excel in strength so that it is heard.  This contrasts 
man and angels and of the gulf between man and God, in which if we were to offer to speak 
forth all God’s praise we would be swallowed up by the breath of it (Job 37:20), and further, 
understanding how far exalted is God above all our blessing and praise. 
 
 
Praise is due to God from all the world, but it waits for Him in Zion only, in His congregation of 
believers, among His people.  All His works praise Him, but only His saints bless Him by actual 
adorations.  The redeemed church sings their new song in Mount Zion (Rev. 14:1, Rev. 14:3).  In 
Zion was God’s dwelling place (Ps. 76:2).  Happy are those who dwell with Him there, for they 
will be still praising Him.   
 
Note as one writer states, that  
“though Babylon adores Antichrist, Zion remains faithful to her King, to Him, and to Him only, 
she brings her perpetual oblation of worship”. 
 
This clearly means that those that say they belong to God, who have been washed by the blood 
of Christ, must be humble and in their humility, praise the God of Zion. 
 
This verse which states “praise waiteth for thee”, is sometimes rendered or explained in several 
ways. One writer explains: 
 
“It is calm, peaceful, and ready to adore thee in quietness”  
Or, it may mean, our praise is but silence compared with thy deserving’s, O God.  
Or, in solemn silence we worship thee, because our praise cannot be uttered; accept, 
therefore, our silence as praise. 
Or, we are so engrossed in thy praise, that to all other things we are dumb; we have no 
tongue for anything but thee”. 
 
Note therefore that praise can be stillness, or silence. It does not always have to be exuberant. 
One commentator states to help our understanding  
 
“The word translated “waiteth” (awaiting) comes from a root meaning to be ‘dumb’ This 
does not mean that there is no praise, but on the contrary that praise is so complete that at 
first it can find no utterance”. 
 
But this is not to be taken to mean that praise cannot be filled with music, as of course many 
other psalms state. 

http://www.seventhdaybaptist.ca/
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By sincere faithfulness, all sacrifices made to God shall be offered up whether in praise or deed.  
Our vows to God shall be performed to God.  We shall not be accepted in our thanksgivings to 
God for the mercies we have received unless we make conscience of paying the vows which we 
made when we were in pursuit of the mercy when they were said.  For better it is not to vow 
than to vow and not to pay.   
 
Since we are under covenant, believers should be careful to fulfill their vows, whether these 
vows are to praise God, to do His service, or to give to those in need. 
 
Verse 2 
 
We have a God who is a prayer hearing God.  Not only that, He is a God that not only hears 
prayers, but will respond to them. 
 
God is ready to grant our petitions.  He is able to grant our every prayer, because He is poised 
to hear them already.  Furthermore, God knows how to completely answer our prayers above 
and over, what we even know to ask for or even conceive in our thoughts. He still answers our 
prayers as long as they are done in faith. They will be answered as a kindness to His children, or 
in kind to the request. 
 
By answering our prayers when done so in faith, it leads to the glory of God’s goodness, and the 
encouragement of ours, knowing that God is a prayer hearing God, and a prayer fulfilling God.  
To this end, His children, the elect, should always be looking to praise God and emphasize this 
aspect of His being in the titles we give to our Father, the Almighty God.  
 
When trouble comes, we run to Him.  It is not only us, His beloved children, but even the 
heathens call out His name when dire straits come in front of their paths, by instinct, because 
the knowledge of God in endued into the fibre of their being, and so they know who is 
sovereign. 
 
“Therefore, because thou art a God hearing prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come; justly does 
every man’s praise wait for thee, because every man’s prayer waits on thee when he is in 
want or distress, whatever he does at other times… but when thy house shall be called a 
house of prayer to all people, then unto thee shall all flesh come, and be welcome,” says one 
commentator. 
 
God’s children are always free to approach Him boldly, knowing He is a prayer hearing God and 
a prayer rewarding God. 
 
Some believe that this section of the psalm which refers to the people being overwhelmed by 
sin, is the expression of David’s concern for some great national sin which God had graciously 
forgiven. 
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This may be understood of the rebukes which God in His providence sometimes given to His 
own people.  He sometimes answers them by terrible things, for the awakening and quickening 
of them, but always in righteousness.  He neither does them any wrong nor means them any 
hurt, for even then He is the God of their salvation.   
 
Another dimension to this is that the verse could be taken to point to His judgments upon His 
children’s enemies.  God answers His people’s prayers by the destruction made for their sakes 
among the heathen, and the recompense He renders to their proud oppressors, as a righteous 
God, the God to whom vengeance belongs, and the God that protects and saves His people.   
 
The holy freedom that we are admitted to in God’s courts, and the nearness of our approach to 
Him, must not at all abate our reverence and godly fear of Him, for He is terrible in His holy 
places.   
 
God takes care of His people, however distressed, no matter where they be dispersed on the 
earth.  He is the confidence of all the ends of the earth that is, of all the saints all the world 
over, they trust in thee, and cry to thee, when they are at their wits’ end (Ps. 107:27, 28).  By 
faith and prayer, we may keep up our communion with God, and acquire comfort from Him 
wherever we are, not only in the solemn assemblies of His people, but also afar off. 
 
In the next section of the psalm David would remind us that God therefore firmly tells us God 
answers prayers and show His power by several of the things He has done. His greatness and 
His divine acts are far reaching. and are awesome. 
 
God deals with nations and peoples, and in history He will judge and banish all those that do 
not believe in Him and will not join Him in His purpose. History is headed for the time when 
Jesus will rule from Jerusalem during the millennium and all, near and far, will cease their 
turmoil, obey Him and be at peace. 
 
Verse 9 
 
The following verses are just another expression of God’s love and care for all of His creation.  It 
also touches on His power and goodness in how He governs the world around us so that it may 
yield its fruits to His people.   
 
God made the earth and also visits it, provides for it, and gives proof of His care of it.  Our God 
is not one who sits on His throne and only observes all events washing His hands and leaving 
men to do what they wish.  He also moves through His creation, governing it, blessing it. God 
tends the earth as a farmer tends his beloved land. The descriptions are of a land rich with 
overflowing blessings and in right relationship with God and man. 
 
In so doing, those blessings are passed down to the inhabitants of the earth, and we should 
recognize that and praise God for it.  Lands and seas change over time, but if the land where His 
children lives is in need of something, God will move to help them out.  If the land is dry, God 
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will send rain.  He will not cause the land to remain unfruitful for too long.  God maintains the 
land so that it too will glorify His name, as those inhabitants of the land should also look to 
praise His name also. 
 
The priorities the earth needs are rain and the grain that comes from its activities. The 
reference to rain and the waters it brings connects the wonderful mercies of God as it pictures 
Gods blessings towards the entire world being given through rain.  Water is an important 
compound that is able to sustain life on this planet.   
 
Also, our souls need the water of life brought by the Spirit for our souls too must be nourished 
and watered to help us grow into strong and healthy, well balanced mature Christians.   
 
God controls how, when and how much the waters flow from the heavens to the earth, so that 
it can be fruitful.  The fruit it yields is praise to God for what He has done.   
 
In a similar fashion whether we are addressing the church body as a whole or an individual, God 
has sent prophets to help guide the people back to Him and keep them on the right track, and 
have put certain people in the lives of those who He would call in time to become believers. 
God might have spoken with them directly, but He does all to water the soul so that it will grow 
strong. Note the words of Isaiah the prophet: 
 
“For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, and do not return there, but water the 
earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, so shall My Word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it 
shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it”. Isaiah 55:10-
11. 
 
Gold and silver cannot nourish a person.  It is the rain that brings relief and allows the corn and 
grass to grow, which leads to salvation of a people.  God is in control of all these things.  Should 
He not then be praised? 
 
Verse 10 
 
Note carefully the idea that the earth is barren and unproductive until God acts to make it drip 
with fat and abundance, beautiful and agreeable to the state for which God had created it. God 
always must, as the Master Cultivator, be constantly attending to it. 
 
Only a farmer truly can appreciate these texts, as they can see also how this relates to the land.  
For us, we can see how the waters and the land work together to produce something that is life 
giving.  Similarly, for those of us who think that we are righteous and pure, we can see when 
compared to God that there is no comparison.   
 
God humbles us so that we may continue to walk in the righteous paths, by giving us what we 
need to grow bit by bit.  We will become fruitful, but not for our own desires but for service to 
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God, which He intended.  That is why we must praise God, for even in the smallest things He 
controls how we grow as Christians so that we may be able to see and understand His will. 
 
In every endeavour, whether it be for the planet or man, the spring of the year is a blessed 
time, and if the spring be blessed, that is an earnest of a blessing upon the whole year.  The 
harvest is as it were a crown of the year for at that time there is a massive amount of goodness 
flowing from the beneficence of God. 
 
When God starts a good work in us, He will be with it until the end.  There will be a harvest time 
to the work of God. He will see much fruit in the many souls that come to Him. 
 
Men on their own start different projects that go on forever with no benefit in sight.  With 
things under God’s control the earth thrives, with His children under His guidance, they thrive 
and enjoy the benefits of God; should He not then be praised? 
 
Verse 11 
 
The whole year who moves in a circle, from one end of it to the other, particularly that season 
of it when the harvest is gathered in; the seed being sown, the earth watered, the springing of 
it blessed, and the corn brought to perfection, the year is crowned with a plentiful harvest. But 
note that the providence, the governing reign of God, continues all year round.  
 
This may denote the acceptable year of the Lord, the year of the redeemed, the whole Gospel 
dispensation.  In certain season and periods of which there have been great gatherings of souls 
to Christ.  In all ages, there have been more or less instances of this kind, and we know in the 
latter day there will be a large harvest, when the fullness of all God’s children will be seen. 
 
Wherever God moves His paths will always be blessed.  He will leave tokens of His mercy 
behind Him.  These communications of God’s goodness to this world are very extensive and 
diffusive.  They will lead to the administration of the Gospel, and the administration of 
ordinances; which are the paths in which the Lord goes forth to His people, and directs them to 
walk in and in which He meets them with a fullness of blessings, and satisfies them as with 
marrow and fatness. 
 
Verse 12 
 
The wilderness, which makes not such returns as the cultivated grounds do, receives as much of 
the rain of heaven as the most fruitful soil; for God does good to the evil and unthankful. So 
extensive are the gifts of God’s bounty that in them the hills, the little hills, rejoice on every 
side, even the north side that lies most from the sun. Hills are not above the need of God’s 
providence; little hills are not below the cognizance of it. But as, when He pleases, He can make 
them tremble (Ps. 114:6), so when He pleases He can make them rejoice. 
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To bless man upon the earth, God, by providing rain for the earth, thus prepares corn for man. 
As for the earth, out of it comes bread (Job. 28:5), for out of it comes corn; but every grain of 
corn that comes out of it God Himself prepared; and therefore, He provides rain for the earth, 
that thereby He may prepare corn for man, under whose feet He has put the rest of the 
creatures and for whose use He has fitted them.  
 
When we consider that the yearly produce of the corn is not only an operation of the same 
power that raises the dead, but an instance of that power not much unlike it (as appears by 
that of our Saviour, (Jn. 12:24), and we consider that the constant benefit we have from it is an 
instance of that goodness which endures forever, we shall have reason to think that it is no less 
than God that prepares corn for us. Corn and cattle are the two staple commodities with which 
the husbandman, who deals immediately in the fruits of the earth, is enriched; and both are 
due to the divine goodness in watering the earth. 
 
God brings refreshing rain everywhere and creates many oases in the desert. Even though there 
is sometimes drought, God eventually send a refreshing. 
 
God acts as well upon the ploughed land, and turn them into a fruitful field; which may denote 
the Gentile world, whither the Gospel was sent by Christ, and preached by His Apostles. The 
Word from Christ and His doctrines dropped as the rain, and prospered to the thing whereunto 
they were sent, and made this wilderness as the garden of God. This watering blossomed into 
churches of Christ, and little hills of Sion, who rejoice when the interest of Christ flourishes. 
 
Verse 13 
 
Because of the work of God, the pastures are clothed with flocks. So well stocked are the 
pastures that they seem to be covered over with the cattle that are laid in them, and yet the 
pasture is not overcharged; so well fed are the cattle that they are the ornament and the glory 
of the pastures in which they are fed.  
 
The valleys are so fruitful that they seem to be covered over with corn, in the time of harvest. 
The lowest parts of the earth are commonly the most fruitful, and one acre of the humble 
valleys is worth five of the lofty mountains.  
 
But both corn-ground and pasture-ground, answering the end of their creation, are said to 
shout for joy and sin, because they are serviceable to the honour of God and the comfort of 
man, and because they furnish us with matter for joy and praise. As there is no earthly joy 
above the joy of harvest, so there was none more blessed than the feasts of the Lord, among 
the Jews. All the children of God observed these solemn assemblies, but with greater 
expressions of thankfulness they looked forward to the Feast of in-gathering at the end of the 
year, Ex. 23:16. 
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Let all these common gifts of the divine bounty, which we yearly and daily partake of, increase 
our love to God as the best of beings, and engage us to glorify Him with our bodies, which He 
thus provides so well for. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Note therefore that the voices of men praise the Lord, but the voices of nature also sing to the 
goodness of God. Men are appointed stewards of the earth and they have no right to destroy 
the work of God. God will as Scriptures say clearly, come and destroy the men who destroy the 
earth. One writer warns us of our responsibilities as steward of the earth and states: 
 
“The voice of nature is articulate to God; it is not only a shout, but a song. Well-ordered are 
the sounds of animate creation as they combine with the equally well tuned ripple of the 
waters, and sighing of the wind. 
Nature has no discords. Her airs are melodious, her chorus full of harmony. All, all is for the 
Lord; the world is a hymn to the Eternal, blessed is he who, hearing, joins in it, and makes one 
singer in the mighty chorus”. 
 
This psalm tells us of the God of grace, the mighty God, and the God who provides plenty. 
He calls on us to appreciate nature and not seek to destroy or damage it for our selfish, greedy, 
reasons. 
 
This God is the hope of all the ends of the earth 
 
He atones or as verse 3 states literally provides atonement, a more powerful action than simply 
“forgiving our transgressions” ... This is only one of three psalms that uses that word to describe 
what God has done for man. Isaiah 59:1-2 tells plainly why atonement is absolutely necessary. 
 
So we have a God who atones, and who Provides. He is not only gracious but He is mighty in 
word and deed. He softens the hard and barren ground so that it is productive.  
 
He thwarts the terrible plans of the wicked nations and calms the turbulent waters they stir up. 
 
This is the God of the plenteous harvest and the plenteous security. This fact should bring joy to 
us. So let us think more about Him as we lay aside what we will then know to be our small 
troubles.  
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