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Living	Waters	
Study	Scripture	–	Revelation	22:1-7	

Background	Scripture	–	Revelation	21-22	

He	shewed	me	a	pure	river	of	water	of	life,	clear	as	crystal,	proceeding	out	of	
the	throne	of	God	and	of	the	Lamb.		

INTRODUCTION		
	
Man	has	immortal	longings	and	dreams	and	in	this	Study	Text	we	see	what	the	entire	Bible	
Story	has	been	designed	to	lead	up	to	and	that	is	the	special	and	unique	kind	of	relationship	
that	will	exist	between	God	the	Father,	God	the	Son,	and	God	the	Holy	Spirit	in	this	revelation	
of	eternity.	
	
We	therefore	are	looking	at	the	climax	of	the	unconditional	covenant	stated	in	Genesis	that	
God	would	at	a	point	in	time	dwell	with	His	people.	And	they	would	be	His	people.	Then	
believers	will	be	everything	they	were	supposed	to	be	and	they	will	want	to	be	everything	they	
were	supposed	to	be.	The	deepest	desires	of	the	heart	will	be	met.	
	
Chapter	22	is	the	conclusion	to	John’s	vision;	what	some	people	call	the		
Epilogue.	There	are	exhortations	to	heed	the	words	of	the	prophecy,	affirmations	of	its	
reliability	and	truth	and	the	imminence	of	Jesus’	return.	
	
Our	Study	Text	(vs.1-7)	precedes	the	Epilogue	as	John’s	guided	tour	of	the	New	Jerusalem	
draws	to	a	close.	So	after	a	vantage	point	perspective	of	the	city	and	a	tour	of	the	city	walls,	he	
is	taken	to	see	some	‘inner-city’	features	and	he	learns	of	the	city’s	character,	amenities	and	
attractions.		
	
Science,	nature,	common-sense,	all	attest	to	the	fact	that	water	is	basic,	essential	and	
necessary	for	the	existence	of	life.	The	unending	quest	for	life	beyond	our	planet	always	
focuses	on	finding	or	detecting	water.		
	
Not	surprising	then,	at	the	epi-centre	of	life,	the	New	Jerusalem,	the	abode	of	the	Creator	and	
Fountainhead	of	all	life,	we	find	a	‘river’;	a	unique	‘river’,	the	‘river	of	water	of	life’!		
	
We	are	reminded	of	the	Garden	of	Eden	where	there	was	a	beautiful	river	with	four	branches;	
those	four	branches	watered	paradise.	So	the	heavenly	paradise	has	its	river;	a	beautiful,	
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crystal	clear,	celestial	river	of	eternal	life	that	bathes	the	holy	city	as	it	flows	down	from	the	
throne	of	God.	
	
The	image	of	water	is	used	in	both	physical	and	spiritual	senses	in	the	Bible.	In	a	physical	sense,	
fresh	(sweet)	water	has	as	its	opposite	water	that	is	brackish	(bitter).	Fresh	water	sustains	life	
(Judges	15:18,	19;	Job	38:25-27);	water	that	is	brackish	yields	the	opposite	(Deuteronomy	8:15;	
2	Kings	2:19-22).	The	ultra-salty	Dead	Sea	is	aptly	named!	
	
The	prophets	Ezekiel	and	Zechariah	had	visions	that	bear	similarities	to	John’s	vision	of	the	New	
Jerusalem.	A	feature	of	the	city	foreseen	by	Ezekiel	and	Zechariah	was	that	of	a	flowing	river.	
The	water	of	this	river	was	so	refreshing	that	it	not	only	nourished	life,	it	changed	the	briny	
Dead	Sea	into	a	freshwater	lake	(Ezekiel	47:8;	Zechariah	14:8;	Joel	3:18).		
	
Elsewhere	water	connotes	blessing,	cleanliness,	purification	and	yes	life,	among	other	things.	
Like	everything	else	about	the	New	Jerusalem	however,	this	river	is	other-worldly	and	definitely	
more	than	H2O,	as	we	learned	from	previous	Scriptures.	
	
But	beyond	the	foregoing,	scripturally	water,	the	living	water	of	life	is	symbolic	of	the	Holy	
Spirit,	and	thus	this	water	symbolizes	salvation,	and	eternal	life;	it	symbolizes	washing	and	
regeneration	(Tit.3:5).		
	
The	Apostle	John	fully	understood	the	symbolic	meaning	of	water	in	terms	of	its	reference	to	
salvation.	He	himself	wrote	down	the	words	of	Jesus,		
	
"Unless	one	is	born	of	water	and	the	Spirit	he	cannot	enter	the	Kingdom	(John	3:5).		
"Everyone	who	drinks	of	this	water	shall	thirst	again,	but	whoever	drinks	of	the	water	that	I	
shall	give	him	shall	never	thirst.	But	the	water	that	I	shall	give	them	shall	become	in	him	a	well	
of	water,	springing	up	to	eternal	life",	(John	4:14).		
So	we	know	it	was	not	natural	water	in	chapter	four	of	John's	gospel.		
	
The	celestial	river	mentioned	in	our	Study	Text	is	a	symbol	of	the	constant	flow	of	everlasting	
life	from	the	triune	God's	throne	to	all	the	people	in	glory.	The	triune	God	is	the	spring,	He	is	
the	fountain,	He	is	the	source	of	eternal	life	and	this	river	symbolizes	that	as	it	comes	out	of	His	
throne,	(Rev.	7:17;	22:17).	So	know	therefore	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	present	and	works	in	this	
Eternal	State	that	is	pictured.	
	
Another	feature	of	the	New	Jerusalem	drawn	from	the	Old	Testament	is	the	tree	of	life.		
This	mysterious	tree	is	referred	to	in	three	books	in	the	Bible.	It	first	appears	as	an	important	
part	of	the	Garden	of	Eden	(Genesis	2:9).	A	tree	of	life	is	also	mentioned	four	times	in	the	book	
of	Proverbs	as	metaphors	for	divine	wisdom	(Proverbs	3:18),	the	fruit	of	righteousness	(11:30),	
desire	fulfilled	(13:12),	and	a	properly	used	tongue	(15:4).	
	
These	features	of	the	New	Jerusalem	all	speak	to	the	super	abundant	life	that	awaits	those	
whose	names	are	written	in	the	Lamb’s	Book	of	Life.		
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As	we	noted	in	previous	lessons	many	of	the	features	of	the	New	Heaven	and	New	Earth	are	
beyond	our	grasp	for	now.	What	we	do	know	is	that	the	Eternal	State	is	real	in	a	physical	sense	
and	is	not	a	spiritual,	ethereal	existence.	Its	crowning	glory	will	be	the	presence	of	God	and	the	
Lamb!		
	
But	as	it	is	written,	Eye	hath	not	seen,	nor	ear	heard,	neither	have	entered	into	the	heart	of	
man,	the	things	which	God	hath	prepared	for	them	that	love	him.		
(1	Cor.	2:9).	
	
God’s	design	has	always	been	for	an	intimate	relationship	with	humankind	but	sin	entered	the	
Garden	of	Eden	and	shattered	the	relationship.	However,	here	we	see	that	what	was	lost	in	
Genesis	is	fully	and	eternally	restored	in	Revelation.	
	
THE	TEXT	
	
Verse	1.		...	a	pure	river	of	water	of	life...	As	we	pick	up	where	last	week’s	lesson	ended,	John	is	
still	inside	the	holy	city,	the	New	Jerusalem	of	his	vision.	He	is	still	being	guided	by	an	angel	of	
the	seven	vials	(bowls)	of	(Revelation	21:9).	
	
We	are	now	looking	at	the	abundant	fertility	that	is	now	part	of	the	New	Heaven	and	Earth.	
Here	there	can	be	no	shortages	spiritually	or	physically.	This	is	a	world	of	immense	plenty,	an	
overflowing	of	all	that	is	good.	
	
The	pure	river	seems	to	be	symbolic	of	the	refreshment	and	sustenance	that	God	provides	
through	eternal	life	(Jer.	2:13;	17:13;	Ps.	36:9;	Prov.	10:11;	13:14;	14:27;	16:22;	Zech.	14:8),	
though	it,	like	the	city	itself,	is	probably	also	a	literal	river	(Gen.	2:10,	14).	In	the	arid	Near	and	
Middle	East,	water	inexorably	means	life.	It	is	eternal	life	that	is	symbolically	sustained	by	this	
river!		
	
The	‘water’	of	the	river	John	sees	speaks	to	its	divine	qualities	and	abundant	availability	of	
eternal	life	for	the	residents	of	the	city.	
	
Psalm	46	in	expressing	confidence	to	be	found	in	God	says:		
“Thou	the	waters	thereof	roar	and	be	troubled,	though	the	mountains	shake	with	the	swelling	
thereof.	
There	is	a	river,	the	streams	whereof	shall	make	glad	the	city	of	God,	the	holy	place	of	the	
tabernacles	of	the	Most	High”.		
	
...	proceeding	out	of	the	throne	...	the	water	is	seen	as	a	divine	gift,	an	ever-flowing	fountain	
that	provides	life	to	those	who	drink.		
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...	clear	as	crystal	...	as	John	saw	the	river,	it	was	a	shimmering,	sparkling	stream	of	unpolluted	
water.	We	cannot	imagine	an	unpolluted	river	in	any	city	today.	Urban	rivers	today	are	little	
more	than	sewers!	
	
The	description	stresses	the	beauty	and	purity	of	the	river	in	keeping	with	the	character	of	God	
and	of	the	New	Jerusalem.	The	water	will	literally	sparkle	like	beautiful	crystal	glass.	
	
...	throne	of	God	and	of	the	Lamb	...	the	river	streams	from	the	central	feature	of	the	city	and	
emphasizes	the	source	of	eternal	life;	it	is	God’s	gift!	
	
Verse	2.	tree	of	life...		clearly	from	John’s	description	there	is	no	comparable	earthly	tree	or	
scene	and	our	minds	are	again	challenged	to	visualise	the	picture.	One	unmistakeable	message	
from	this	verse	however	is	the	idea	of	constant,	multi-faceted	and	over-abundant	blessings	for	
the	residents.		
	
The	term	tree	of	life	is	synonymous	with	blessing	in	other	texts:	
She	(wisdom)	is	a	tree	of	life	to	them	that	lay	hold	upon	her:	and	happy	is	every	one	that	
retaineth	her.	(Prov.	3:18).	
The	fruit	of	the	righteous	is	a	tree	of	life...	(Prov.	11:30).	
...	when	the	desire	cometh,	it	is	a	tree	of	life.	(Prov.	13:12).	
	
One	writer	notes:	
“Several	commentators	take	the	reference	to	the	"tree"	(singular)	as	generic.	They	believe	
that	John	really	saw	many	trees.	I	think	it	is	better	to	interpret	the	reference	as	one	tree	since	
this	is	the	normal	meaning	of	the	singular	noun.	When	Adam	and	Eve	fell,	they	lost	their	
access	to	the	tree	of	life	in	the	Garden	of	Eden	(Gen.	2:9;	3:22-24).	In	the	eternal	city	the	
residents	will	have	unlimited	access	to	the	tree	of	life”.	
	
...	In	the	midst	of	the	street	...	on	either	side	of	the	river	...	the	description	of	the	tree's	location	
lends	itself	to	a	number	of	interpretations,	but	perhaps	as	one	writer	notes,	“John	saw	the	river	
dividing	and	flowing	on	both	sides	of	it.“	Note	that	a	tree	surrounded	by	water	is	the	epitome	
of	a	fruitful	tree,		
(Ps.	1:3;	Jer.	17:8;	Ezek.	19:10;	47:12).		
	
...	twelve	manner	of	fruits,	...	fruit	every	month:	This	tree	was	perpetually	rather	than	seasonal	
in	fruit-bearing.	It	produced	a	new	crop	of	fruit	each	month	of	the	year.	Evidently	the	new	
creation	will	not	have	a	lunar	calendar,	since	there	will	be	no	moon	(21:23),	but	another	type	of	
calendar	will	define	months	or	maybe	this	implies	different	cycles.	The	different	type	of	fruit	
speaks	to	variety.	
	
Most	fruit	trees	in	the	old	creation	bore	fruit	only	a	few	months	each	year	at	most.	In	contrast,	
God's	blessing	of	fruitfulness	will	mark	life	in	the	new	earth.	The	tree	of	life	in	the	Garden	of	
Eden	could	perpetuate	life	forever	(Gen.	3:22,	24).	Evidently	that	will	be	the	function	of	this	
tree	in	the	new	earth	as	well,	to	sustain	immortality.		
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It	is	pointed	out	by	some	commentators	that	the	river	symbolizes	the	Holy	Spirit	(see	John	
7:38),	and	in	the	same	vein	the	tree	of	life	is	symbolic	of	Jesus	Himself	for		
“when	we	obey	the	Word	of	God	we	are	eating	and	feeding	on	Jesus	and	drawing	life	from	
that	nourishment.	That	is	what	this	signifies.	It	brings	spiritual	health.	We	flourish	when	we	
follow	his	word	and	obey	and	live	by	it”.	
	
...	healing	...	means	"health-giving"	(Gr.	therapeian).	Since	there	will	be	no	death,	disease,	
sickness,	blight	etc.	in	the	new	earth,	these	leaves	will	evidently	promote	wellbeing.		
	
Note	the	similarity	with	Ezekiel’s	vision	of	the	stream	flowing	from	the	millennial	temple:		
And	by	the	river	upon	the	bank	thereof,	on	this	side	and	on	that	side,	shall	grow	all	trees	for	
meat,	whose	leaf	shall	not	fade,	neither	shall	the	fruit	thereof	be	consumed:	it	shall	bring	forth	
new	fruit	according	to	his	months,	because	their	waters	they	issued	out	of	the	sanctuary:	and	
the	fruit	thereof	shall	be	for	meat,	and	the	leaf	thereof	for	medicine.	(Ezek.	47:12).		
	
The	‘healing’	then	may	mean	to	promote	and	maintain	spiritual	vitality;	after	all	
	we	are	still	creatures!	Life	can	only	be	preserved	even	through	the	endless	ages	of	eternity	by	
dependence	on	the	Lord	God.,	for	as	created	beings	we	will	always	be	dependent	on	God	for	
life.	
	
The	nations	are	groups	of	people	in	the	new	creation	viewed	according	to	their	old	creation	
divisions	(21:24).		
	
Verse	3.		...	no	more	curse...	this	must	have	been	of	great	comfort	to	John	and	should	be	for	all	
believers.	All	that	is	bothersome,	wearisome,	injurious,	harmful,	hurtful,	annoying	and	
tiresome,	all	gone!	
	
The	curse	in	view	is	likely	the	curse	that	God	pronounced	on	the	old	creation	at	the	Fall	(Zech.	
14:11;	Mal.	4:6).	New	Heavens	and	New	Earth	means	there	will	not	remain	the	faintest	vestige	
of	the	curse	in	the	Eternal	State.	God	will	have	intimate	fellowship	with	His	people	because	the	
curse	is	now	banished.	
	
...	but	the	throne	of	God	and	of	the	Lamb	...	at	the	other	end	of	the	spectrum	from	the	curse	is	
the	throne	of	God,	the	place	of	blissful	fellowship	and	blessings.	This	is	one	expression	of	the	
stark	difference	between	the	old	and	new	creations.		
God’s	throne	will	not	find	a	place	in	a	cursed	environment.		
	
The	holy	city	is	just	that,	utterly	holy.	It	admits	neither	anything	that	is	accursed	nor	anything	
that	needs	to	be	cursed	(1	Cor.16:22;	Gal.1:8-9).	This	is	a	perfect	environment.		
	
Proverbs	3:33	tells	us	that		
“The	curse	of	the	Lord	is	in	the	house	of	the	wicked:	but	he	blesseth	the	habitation	of	the	just.”		
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Any	and	all	things	that	might	bring	divine	condemnation	are	absent,	for	the	city	is	overwhelmed	
by	God’s	throne	and	inhabited	by	His	righteous	servants.	At	long	last,	humanity	will	be	freed	
from	the	stain	of	sin	that	ended	residence	in	the	original	garden.	
	
...	His	servants	shall	serve	him...	Evidently	believers	(His	bond-servants	in	the	new	creation;	Rev.	
1:1)	will	occupy	themselves	serving	God	and	the	Lamb	in	the	new	earth.	The	psalmist	asks	“My	
soul	thirsteth	for	God,	for	the	living	God:	when	shall	I	come	and	appear	before	God?”	(Psalm	
42:2).	The	answer	is	right	here!	Everyone	living	in	the	city	will	have	access	to	the	throne.	
	
All	residents	of	the	city	are	God’s	servants,	and	here	John	describes	them	in	three	ways:	what	
they	do,	what	they	see	(vs.4),	and	how	they	are	marked	(vs.4).	What	they	do	is	serve	him.	The	
meaning	of	‘serve’	here	is	“worship”	(Acts	24:14;	Philippians	3:3;	Revelation	7:15).	His	servants	
will	be	engaged	in	acts	of	worship	before	the	throne	of	God.	
	
Note	that	feeding	on	the	tree	of	life	brings	spiritual	life	for	this	tree	symbolizes	Jesus.	From	this	
comes	the	concept	of	the	ministries	of	the	believers	in	this	New	Earth	for	they	will	be	
empowered	for	service.	
	
There	will	be	no	greater	pleasure	or	joy	than	the	service	to	Gog	for	the	saved	will	be	in	intimate	
connection	with	God.	
	
This	divine	service	involves	worship;	but	remember	that	there	will	be	a	universe	that	awaits	the	
flow	of	the	creative	juices	of	the	saints.	Note	that	the	angels	are	messengers	of	God	and	are	
joyfully	engaged	in	His	service	and	now	we	will	join	them	through	eternity	in	under	God’s	
direction	occupy	ourselves	with	doing	His	bidding	in	this	seemingly	limitless	universe.	We	will	
have	work	to	do	and	will	not	just	“walk	around	heaven	all	day	chatting	and	laughing”.	We	will	
now	be	doing	exactly	what	we	have	been	designed	to	do	and	would	like	to	do.	We	will	spend	all	
of	this	time	as	perfected	persons	glorifying	God.	So	now	we	will	all	show	how	creative	and	
really	hard	working	we	are,	for	we	will	never	get	tired	of	serving	God.	
	
One	writer	clarifies	and	states:	
“Do	you	think	heaven	is	going	to	be	boring?	No,	boredom	is	a	sign	of	selfishness.	When	you	
are	bored,	it	is	because	you	are	selfish.	You	want	someone	to	do	something	for	you;	you	want	
some	excitement	to	minister	to	you.	
But	all	selfishness	will	be	ended	then,	and	therefore	there	will	be	no	boredom	in	heaven.	
There	is	continual	excitement,	discovery,	anticipation—and	constant	gratitude	and	praise”.	
	
Verse	4.			...	they	shall	see	His	face...	what	they	see	is	His	face,	which	John	does	not	describe.	
(We	will	have	to	wait	to	see	for	ourselves;	1	John	3:2.)	To	see	the	face	of	a	king	in	the	ancient	
world	was	a	gift	of	fellowship.	(See	Esther	1:14;	contrast	2	Sam.14:28;	Exodus	10:28).		
	
One	writer	advises:	
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“That’s	the	perfection	of	knowledge,	therefore,	the	confidence	that	we	have	from	knowing	
him.	I	love	this	because	it	says	“we	shall	see	his	face”.	In	other	words,	it’s	not	the	skirts	of	his	
garments,	nor	the	hem	of	his	garments,	nor	his	feet,	nor	his	back	parts	as	Moses	had	a	
glimpse	of	in	Old	Testament	times,	but	“we	shall	see	his	face”.	“We	shall	see	his	face”	and	we	
shall	understand	his	heart,	and	understand	his	work,	and	the	freshness	of	the	eternal	life	that	
we	enjoy”.	
	
This	phrase	therefore	enlightens	us	and	makes	us	realize	that	there	will	be	a	revealing	to	us	of	
much	that	we	do	not	know	and	now	are	unable	to	understand.	We	will	know	things	much	
better	for	the	veil	will	have	been	lifted	and	the	mist	will	have	been	rolled	away.	We	“will	see	his	
face”.	
	
Believers	will	enjoy	personal,	intimate	fellowship	with	God.	This	will	happen	because	then	we	
will	be	pure	in	heart,	righteous,	and	holy.	(Ps.	11:7;	17:15;	Matt.	5:8;	1	Cor.	13:12;	Heb.	12:14).	
	
This	is	a	fulfillment	of	Jesus’	promise	to	those	with	‘pure	hearts’,	
(Matthew	5:8;	Psalm	17:15).	
	
His	name	shall	be	in	their	foreheads	...		
This	is	a	divine	marking	placed	by	either	Jesus	(Rev.	3:12)	or	God’s	angels	(7:1-3).	It	is	a	
beautiful	image	of	acceptance	and	possession	by	God.	In	each	case	it	was	a	great	privilege	
indicating	ownership	and	protection	as	well	as	identification	(Exod.	28:36-38).	
It	is	the	opposite	of	the	mark	of	the	beast	that	is	placed	on	unbelievers	(Rev.13:15-17;	14:9-11;	
16:2;	19:20;	20:4).	
	
Astoundingly	what	was	hither-to-fore	forbidden,	men	seeing	God’s	face		
(Ex.	33:20;	1Tim.	6:16)	will	be	the	norm	in	the	New	Jerusalem.	We	saw	John’s	own	reaction	to	
the	glorified	Jesus	in	chapter	one	and	encounters	with	angels	generally	led	to	paralyzing	fear	on	
the	part	of	those	humans.	
	
The	language	suggests	that	we	will	be	His	and	will	resemble	Him.	Our	character	will	be	
perfected.	When	we	see	Him	we	know	we	will	be	like	Him.	
		
Verse	5.	...	no	night	there	...	this	striking	feature	of	the	city	was	mentioned	previously	
(Revelation	21:23,	25)	to	show	how	glorious	the	city	will	be,	but	here	it	is	to	emphasize	what	
delight	this	will	result	in	for	the	city-dwellers		
(Num.	6:22-27).	This	is	so	because	the	light	that	radiates	from	God	and	the	Lamb	illuminates	
the	new	creation	and	renders	all	other	lights	redundant.		
	
The	writers	of	the	New	Testament	often	viewed	night	and	darkness	in	negative	terms	and	the	
absence	of	light	synonymous	with	evil	and	ignorance,	(John	12:35;	Romans	13:12;	1	Thess.	5:4-
8;	1	Peter	2:9).	God’s	solution	is	to	banish	night-	darkness	and	ignorance	forever!	When	that	
happens,	all	the	fears	and	disorders	associated	with	darkness	will	be	no	more.	As	children	of	
light,	we	will	be	with	the	eternal	light,	the	one	in	whom	“is	no	darkness	at	all”	(1	John	1:5).		
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Until	then,	let	us	have	an	urgency	for	the	work	of	the	kingdom	as	Jesus	did	when	He	said		
“I	must	work	the	works	of	him	that	sent	me,	while	it	is	day:	the	night	cometh,	when	no	man	can	
work”	(John	9:4).	
	
...	they	shall	reign	for	ever	...	the	never-ending	light	is	accompanied	by	the	never-ending	reign	
of	God’s	people.	This	fulfills	the	prophecies	and	promises	of	Daniel	7:18,	27	and	Revelation	1:6;	
5:10.	As	Christ	will	“reign	for	ever	and	ever”	(Revelation	11:15),	so	shall	we	with	Him!	This	is	the	
fulfillment	of	God's	desire	and	command	that	man	should	rule	over	His	creation	(Gen.	1:26).		
	
Remember	that	reigning	is	work	and	it	has	responsibility	and	accountability.	So	let	us	shrug	off	
laziness,	and	prepare	for	our	future	work.	
	
One	writer	adds	this	interesting	but	controversial	note	in	light	of	the	term	for	ever	and	ever,	
	“Sometimes	people	speak	of	the	new	heavens	and	earth	as	the	eternal	state.	This	
terminology	has	led	some	to	conclude	that	time	as	we	know	it,	which	marks	events	in	
sequence,	will	end	when	God	destroys	the	present	heavens	and	earth.	This	view	was	popular	
with	some	pagan	Greek	philosophers,	and	Origen	held	it.	Some	non-Christian	eastern	
religions	teach	this	view,	and	some	Christians	hold	it	today.	There	is	no	indication	in	the	text,	
however,	that	the	new	creation	will	introduce	a	timeless	form	of	existence.	In	fact,	the	term	
"forever	and	ever"	(20:10;	21:5)	implies	the	continuation	of	time	without	end.	Furthermore,	
the	reference	to	months	(v.	2)	implies	the	sequence	of	events.	The	references	to	distances	
picture	a	creation	in	which	there	is	not	only	time	but	space		
(Rev.	21:2,	3,	8,	10,	13-17,	24-27;	22:1-2).”	
	
"'Eternity'	to	Old	Testament	people	was	not	timelessness	or	absence	of	time.	They	knew	no	
such	realm.	It	was,	rather,	extension	of	time—as	far	back	and	as	far	forward	as	one	could	
imagine—'time	in	its	wholeness'	(JB),	'sense	of	time	past	and	future'	
	
The	Epilogue	
	
The	section	verses	6	to	21	is	called	the	epilogue	of	the	book	and	our	Study	Text	ends	at	verse	7.	
In	this	final	section	John	records	concluding	information	and	instructions	that	God	gave	him.	He	
did	this	to	comfort	and	caution	his	readers	and	to	affirm	the	authority	of	the	book.	
	
The	section	consists	of	verbal	exchanges	between	an	angel	and	John,	and	between	Jesus	and	
John.	Three	emphases	mark	the	epilogue.		
	
First,	it	is	stated	this	prophecy	is	genuine	(vv.	6-7,	8-9,	16,	18-19).		
Second,	it	is	stated	Jesus	will	return	imminently	(vv.	6-7,	10,	12,	20).		
Third,	the	warning	is	given	that	the	unfit	should	beware,	and	the	faithful	should	take	courage	
(vv.	11-12,	15,	17-19).	
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Verse	6.		The	he	speaking	is	still	the	angel	of	the	vials	(Revelation	21:9),	John’s	guide	to	the	Holy	
City.	He	assured	John	that	"the	sayings"	prophesied	to	happen	"soon"	(4:1—22:5),	which	John	
had	just	seen,	were	"faithful	and	true"		
(Dan.	8:26).		
	
We	may	note	that	no	book	in	the	Bible	has	a	more	pointed	attestation,	a	stronger	safeguarding	
against	tampering,	or	a	more	urgent	recommendation	for	study	and	observance	than	does	
Revelation,	especially	in	its	Epilogue.	
	
The	angel	further	explained	the	veracity	and	validity	of	what	John	had	seen	and	heard.	It	was	
the	Lord,	the	God	who	inspired	the	prophets,	who	had	revealed	what	John	received.	The	spirits	
of	the	prophets	(NASB)	are	their	own	human	spirits	(19:10).		
	
God	sent	His	angel	to	reveal	these	things	to	His	bond-servant	John,	who	was	one	of	these	
prophets.	Specifically,	He	revealed	"things"	that	must	"shortly	be	done."	The	purpose	of	this	
verse	is	to	stress	the	authenticity	of	the	revelation	and	to	encourage	anticipation	of	its	
fulfillment.		
	
Note	that	this	statement	reinforces	a	futuristic	interpretation	of	Revelation,	because	the	book	
deals	with	events	yet	future.	It	also	indicates	that	God	intended	the	reader	to	understand	the	
book.	It	is	a	revelation,	not	an	incomprehensible	mystery,	even	though	much	of	the	revelation	
is	symbolic	and	difficult	to	understand.		
	
We	may	wonder	why	the	angel	promised	that	the	things	will	happen	shortly	when,	from	our	
perspective	of	some	two	thousand	years	hence,	they	are	yet	to	occur.	We	should	be	mindful	
that	God	is	not	controlled	by	time	in	the	ways	we	are	(2	Peter	3:8),	and	we	are	wise	to	use	that	
reality	to	temper	our	desire	to	know	details	of	the	future.	The	message	of	Revelation	is	faithful	
and	true	even	if	we	are	inadequate	to	fully	comprehend	it	all.		
	
Verse	7...	Behold,	I	come	quickly	...	at	this	point	the	voice	of	the	Lamb	breaks	through	to	deliver	
a	promise	and	a	blessing.	He	will	return.	He	has	not	abandoned	His	people.	In	the	midst	of	
suffering,	whether	from	the	ancient	Roman	government	or	modern	persecutors,	He	is	with	us.		
	
The	promise	that	He	is	coming	quickly	is	repeated	in	Verse	12,	and	again	in	verse	20,	and	there	
it	is	said	with	an	emphatic	declaration.	
	
The	initial	blessing	of	Revelation	1:3	is	repeated	and	directed	to	those	who	keep	the	sayings	of	
the	prophecy.		
	
...	he	that	keepeth	the	sayings	...what	does	keeping	these	sayings	entail?	
Faithfulness	is	the	primary	answer,	and	that	concept	includes	repentance	(Revelation	2:5,	16;	
3:3,	19;	9:20,	21;	16:9,	11)	and	patient	endurance	in	the	face	of	opposition	(2:10;	13:10;	14:12).	
	
When	He	comes,	may	He	find	us	faithful	(Luke	18:8).	
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CONCLUSION	
	
Many	things	have	clearly	defined	beginnings	and	ends.	We	begin	reading	a	book,	then	we	finish	
it.	We	begin	a	job,	then	the	job	ends.	Transcending	all	our	starts	and	stops	of	life	is	the	
timelessness	of	God,	who	was	there	at	all	the	beginnings	and	will	be	there	at	all	the	ends.	He	is	
the	Alpha	and	Omega,	the	A	and	Z,	but	with	an	enduring	nature	that	stretches	beyond	the	
range	of	any	human	alphabet.	
	
All	this	is	illustrated	by	the	New	Jerusalem,	a	city	to	feature	a	physical	size	that	is	beyond	our	
comprehension.	It	will	be	a	city	with	unending	day,	an	ever-flowing	river	of	life,	an	ever-bearing	
fruit	tree	of	life,	ceaseless	worship,	and	priceless	building	materials.	It	will	be	ever	new.	
	
The	book	closes	as	it	opened,	with	a	special	blessing	for	those	who	pay	attention	to	what	it	
teaches	(1:3;	16:5).	
	
The	word	“heeds”	or	“keeps”	means	to	guard	the	words	of	Revelation	by	applying	it	to	our	
lives.	We	can	“heed”	the	word	of	Revelation	by:		
(a) Observing	the	warnings	of	chapters	two	and	three	to	the	church,	warnings	against	dead,	

cold	orthodoxy,	apostasy,	immorality,	materialism,	etc.		
(b) Living	constantly	in	light	of	Christ’s	presence	and	imminent	return.		
(c) Carrying	on	a	vital	witness,	having	an	open	door	to	the	unbelieving	world	in	view	of	the	

coming	tribulation	and	the	lake	of	fire,	that	we	might	see	men	snatched	from	hell	(Jude	23).		
(d) Living	as	sojourners	who	refuse	to	become	bogged	down	with	materialism	and	who	live	

with	a	view	to	the	Eternal	City.		
(e) Enduring	the	trials	of	this	life,	during	this	age	of	darkness,	seeing	the	light	at	the	end	of	the	

tunnel,	the	glory	that	is	to	follow.		
(f) Remembering	that	God’s	plan	is	being	accomplished,	that	He	is	sovereign	and	still	on	the	

throne	as	we	see	this	old	world	moving	farther	and	farther	away	from	the	Lord	and	the	
absolutes	of	His	Word.	As	we	heed	the	words	of	Revelation	in	this	fashion,	the	Bible	
promises	that	we	will	be	“blessed.”	

	
Remember	always	that	there	is	a	difference	between	the	death	of	the	righteous	and	the	death	
of	the	wicked	and	live	with	this	in	view.	
Note	some	contrasts	between	the	former	creation	and	the	future	creation.	

Genesis	 Revelation	
Heavens	and	earth	created	(1:1)	 New	heavens	and	earth	(21:1)	
Sun	created	(1:16)	 No	need	of	the	sun	(21:23)	
The	night	established	(1:5)	 No	night	there	(21:25;	22:5)	
The	seas	created	(1:10)	 No	more	seas	(21:1)	
The	curse	announced	(3:14-17)	 No	more	curse	(22:3)	
Death	enters	history	(3:19)	 No	more	death	(21:4)	
Man	driven	from	the	tree	(3:24)	 Man	restored	to	paradise	(22:14)	

	


