
Images of Christ 

 

  

The High Priest Forever 
 

Study Scripture: Hebrews 7: 1-3, 18 - 28 

Background Scripture: Hebrews 5 & 7  

 

Lesson 8  October 22, 2016 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION  

 

Our lesson today focuses on the fact that Jesus is a High Priest after the order of Melchisedek. Jesus of 

Nazareth is presented as a Great High Priest, who lives forever to make intercession for us. 

 

We now look at the issues confronting human existence, the sense of loneliness, fear, devastation, and loss of 

prized possessions and of loved ones, the lack of security and the assurance of better things than we have. 

Even believers are still troubled and feel often that they are somehow not secured in their relationship with 

Christ. Though they are Christians they have doubts, fears, anxieties and faith fluctuates. 

 

Those outside as well as those inside of Christ clearly need a physician for the soul, one who will administer 

to us when we feel depressed, sorrowful, full of doubt, helping our inner man find stability. Scripture is quite 

emphatic that man will always benefit from the ministry of a priest who has the resources and the continuity 

of life, the concern, understanding, and power for the intimate, personal supply of support that we need. 

 

Our minds are much weaker than we like to think, and we need constant support. The choice has to be made 

as to whether we will seek and appeal to human sources that are themselves weak, limited in understanding, 

subject to infirmities and the fear of death, and who are themselves battling against he uncertainties of life, of 

go the better way of having an eternal ever living High priest. 

 

We need strong encouragement and a hope set before us that is a refuge for us. We need “better promises” 

and certainty that the hope set before us will never change. Where can be find that kind of physician for the 

soul? 

 

 Where can the believer find deliverance, otherwise called salvation, from  

Key Verse  

 

But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 

Hebrews 7:24 
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-the guilt feelings we often experience and which periodically wash over us when we recollect our past life 

experiences 

-the Fear of ultimate judgment, and’ 

-emancipate us from the dominion of sin, the ruling control it exercises, not just the guilt of sin 

-and then finally place us into the presence of the Creator God and Lord so that we will have eternal 

fellowship with Him and experience the fullness of joy? 

 

Note therefore that Priests should display the following characteristics in order to properly discharge their 

responsibility and ministry.  

First, a priest is responsible to know and relate to people intimately, so that he will not be taken in by a 

cover-up of faults.  

Second, the priest should love the people, despite knowing them intimately, for love should determine the 

basis of his actions toward the people.  

Third, the priest should be someone to help people as they struggle to bear the burdens of life. 

 

Priests in Israel as in every other society had an indispensable role. Sadly though there were always 

weaknesses in the priests simply because they themselves were human.  They had serious limitations.  They 

did not have all the knowledge and resources necessary to help.  They too suffered and had needs 

themselves.  

 

We must recognize that some needs are beyond the ability of any human being to meet. They need a priest 

who knows them as they really are, loves them without reservation and who is absolutely committed to 

helping their needy state.  

God knows all this and has acted to right our situation. 

 

The Text expresses in a powerful fashion that our Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is great.  He has all the 

qualifications required to be a priest which would fulfill in every respect the ministry of a perfect priest.  

This then is a magnificent source of comfort for us, for He is pictured as one who meets every need of every 

human heart and is the great physician of the soul.  

 

Of critical importance in our lesson is the recognition that not only is Christ a great High Priest, but He is 

also the High Priest forever. 

 

He has been also the “sacrifice”, offering Himself for the people.  There was no other good enough so He 

offered Himself. He is qualified to be a continuing Intercessor for those who have accepted His sacrifice and 

committed themselves to Him in a way that they should never commit to any other person or thing. 

 

 At different points in the letter, the writer presents Jesus as meeting needs in a perfect and superior fashion 

and performing “superior intercession” to that of the priests of the Old Covenant. His argument is based on 

Jesus’ position in Heaven (4:14), His empathy with men (4:15-16), His eternal appointment, His priestly 

order (5:1-10), and God the Father’s oath concerning His position and eternal work. 

 

This High Priest lives forever and sits in the place of power, demonstrating support for those who come to 

Him, and making intercession to the Father for them so that they will enter and remain in the eternal rest of 

God. 
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Intercession can be described as prayer, petition, or entreaty in favour of another.  It is done on behalf of 

someone or some group believing that God will answer the prayer accordingly. The person offering the 

intercession is a mediator or an intermediary, beseeching the Almighty. 

 

Intercession is an extremely important aspect of the divine program but it is also controversial. Based on 

their understanding of the ministry of many old Testament Saints and on the ministry of Jesus as shown in 

this lesson, many believers accept that intercession is an important activity for believers. It is a very common 

Christian doctrine to the majority of the world’s Christian faiths. It is also found in the Jewish and Muslim 

faiths. There is much disagreement in all of these faith groups about intercession. But today we are going to 

focus precisely on what Hebrews 7 says about our High Priest and His work as High Priest meeting our 

needs and His work of intercession. We hope that those of other faiths will come to learn these lessons, for 

the lessons in this passage will benefit them greatly. Undoubtedly this work is an extremely important one 

and it therefore has many implications for our Christian walk. 

 

This chapter has led to all kinds of statements about the role of the Law and Commandments, what it did, 

and whether or not it was meant to establish our relationship and access to God.  Much is made about the 

weakness of the Law and its un-profitableness to make one perfect. 

 

But we know that the Law shows us God’s perfect standard, and we also know that it was never intended to 

save a person’s soul or to give a person power over sin. Everyone in Israel knew that, even though some 

corrupted the teachings of Scripture, the Old Testament Scriptures taught that it was the coming of the 

Messiah that would remove the curse from the earth and bring a world of perfection. Hence we remind others 

of the critically important concept of the ‘kinsman Redeemer’ (Ruth 3-4).  

 

The most valuable functions of the law did not nullify or weaken the continuing earnest desire of the remnant 

of Israel for the Messiah who is shown in the Text as Great, Faithful, and a Priest and King that would rule 

forever. 

 

 It is sad to see those who should know better apply without discrimination the term of “legalists”, to those 

who remind others that they cannot violate the law of God continually, while simply pleading that they are 

now under the “grace” of God, as if everything that God ever did for man was not done because of the 

“grace” of God. 

 

One of the main purposes of the Epistle to the Hebrews was to warn Jewish Christians against an 

abandonment of Jesus Christ and an accompanying apostasy to Judaism. The writer crafts his warning 

around the overarching theme of Hebrews, which is simply, the absolute supremacy of Jesus over all the 

elements of the Old Covenant; with a focus on His accomplished work in the plan of salvation.  

 

This is not to suggest that Jesus was in any way opposed to or in competition with the Old Covenant or 

Judaism for that matter, for Jesus is the reality, the antitype of the symbols and types of the Old Testament. 

(See 1 Cor.15:3; John 5:39; Luke 24:25, 27). He was the promise of the Father, the one that all true believers 

in Israel looked for. 

 

Types are Old Testament pictures of Christ--either of His person or His work. The type could be a man, an 

event, an animal, a situation--anything that pictures Christ. All of these types were inspired by the Holy 

Spirit for our learning and instruction and to point us to righteousness. 

 

Note, the types do not provide a complete or even relatively complete picture of Christ, but in one or several 

respects, highlight and illuminate certain characteristics of Jesus. This point is illustrated in Melchisedek an 

Old Testament character mentioned in our text. 
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In a way of providing a backdrop to our Text, it is helpful to recall the occasion or purpose of this letter and 

its first recipients. While the debate as to the identity of the writer of Hebrews is still on-going, with the most 

support in that order being for Paul, Barnabas or Apollos, there is almost unanimity that this letter was 

written to a group or congregation of Jewish Christians equivocating between Christianity or Judaism and 

ultimately over who is Jesus Christ.  

 

The teachings in Hebrews might appear particular and specific to the occasion for which it was written but it 

is certainly relevant and find resonance with believers right down to our day. The fact is, there is no salvation 

outside of Jesus Christ and any turning away from Him is a turn to Hell. Certainly the letter to the Hebrews 

is an erudite treatment of the theological basis for Christ’s superiority over Judaism, however the author is 

equally interested in the practical effects that Christ’s superiority should have in the believer’s life. We note 

10:19- 13:17 where the writer exhorts his readers to make the appropriate application to their personal lives.   

   

The author makes an extended and compelling argument to demonstrate the absolute supremacy of Christ to 

all that was before Him. Priests before Him sometimes did good work and sometimes they did not. But now 

God had provided one that would be a Perfect Priest forever. 

 

Clearly he saw a need to convince his readers of the sufficiency of Christ for the purpose of their salvation. 

He had to dispel any erroneous notion about the person and work of Jesus and caution against the ultimate 

futility of a reversion to any of the many sects of Judaism, which were based on the ‘traditions of the 

fathers’, especially in light of the fact that Judaism ultimately pointed to Christ. Interspersed in his arguments 

are a number of pointed warnings regarding the dire consequences for all who abandon Christ for any and all 

reasons. 

 

The Levitical priesthood and Aaron its great High Priest formed one of the pillars of Judaism and was the 

vehicle for Jews to relate to and communicate with God. With its elaborate sacrificial system and rituals it 

was certainly an institution held in high esteem and pride by the Jews and would be an allure for those 

waffling between Christianity and Judaism.  

 

The most important work of the Levitical priest was done in his role as a mediator and “intercessor” to God 

on behalf of the people. It was well known that God had appointed Aaron the Levite and his sons to this role 

and it is thus important to understand the limitation of this priesthood and why the permanent and living 

forever replacement Priest was necessary. The Text discusses why this Priest, namely, Jesus of Nazareth was 

not a Levite but instead came from the line of David and the tribe of Judah. Not surprising then that the 

writer of Hebrews devotes considerable space in his letter to a comparison of Jesus the Great High Priest to 

Aaron and the Levitical priesthood. 

 

In Chapter 7, our Study Text which builds on the Scripture in Genesis 14:17-20, Psalm 110, Mark 12:35-37, 

and there is a detailed discussion of Jesus’ High priestly role, as the concept appears to have presented some 

difficulty to the readers (5:10-14). To shed light on the subject, the writer returns to his discussion of the 

priesthood of Melchizedek, a mysterious figure from the distant past (Gen.14; Psalm 110) and who was a 

prototype of Christ.  He shows Melchizedek as superior to Abraham and Levi and points to the inadequacy 

of the Levitical priesthood to provide ‘perfection’ and emphatically declares Christ’s priesthood superior.  

 

Melchisedek’s ministry teaches us some important lessons about the ministry of Jesus and we note that the 

writer of this Book of Hebrews had to prepare those reading his letter by first attacking their laziness (see 
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Chapter 5:11 and 6:11-12). We can conclude there are deep teachings in this chapter which requires us to 

apply our mind and heart to the Scriptures texts. 

 

It is interesting to note that the author based his entire argument for Jesus high-priesthood on Psalm 110:4. 

The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.  

Clearly the writer regards these words as spoken by God the Father to God the Son. 

 

Christ is said to be able to “…save them to the uttermost…” because God swore He would be a priest 

forever, because He lives forever and will always be there to plead our cause. He is sinless and hence a better 

mediator than sinful priests. This was an assurance certain to comfort his readers and believers in all ages 

and encourage them to unwavering faithfulness. 

 

 

 

THE TEXT 

 

Verses 1-2.   Here is a brief reference to a mysterious person Melchizedek taken from Genesis 14, which the 

writer will use to directly and indirectly show Jesus and His office of High Priest is different from, has a 

different dimension in time and in activity, and is thus superior to Aaron and the Levitical priesthood, as well 

as to Abraham the ‘one with the blessing’ and the father of the nation. 

 

THE CONTEXT   
 

The Epistle’s teaching is based on an incident in Genesis 14 concerning Abram, the great and faithful man to 

whom God made an unconditional covenant, to bless him, his posterity, and the nations of the world. The 

promises of salvation and access to God the Father comes through Abram and his meeting with God and his 

response to God. This encounter is recorded in Genesis 12. 

 

Abram had travelled to the Land of Palestine as instructed by God and took with him his nephew Lot. Lot 

eventually was attracted by the bright lights of the nearby big cities separated from Abram and went to live 

in the fertile, well-watered prosperous area in which there was Sodom, Gomorrah, and the smaller cities of 

Admah, Zeboim and Zoar. The kings of these cities had been paying tribute to Chedorlaomar and some other 

kings of the east, but these kings rebelled and a coalition of the kings of the east attacked and won the battle, 

sacked the offending cities, destroyed the cities, took away all the goods and the people, including Abram’s 

nephew Lot and his family. This was their big mistake. The kings of Sodom and Gomorrah and their allies 

promptly fled to the mountains to escape. When Abram heard the news that his less than obedient 

materialistic nephew had been captured, he was not indifferent to Lot’s mistake, and he assembled over 300 

trained fighters who were his servant, chased after the kings of the east all the way to near modern day 

Damascus, attacked, routed them, and rescued Lot and the people and goods Chedorlaomar had taken from 

Sodom, Gomorrah and the other cities.  

 

On Abram’s returning the king of Sodom proposed to Abram that he keep the captured goods but return the 

people to him, but Abram refused this tempting offer to join these evil men and their coalitions, preferring to 

remain by himself in what was less desirable land and having God determine his choices. He knew what the 

hiss of the serpent sounded like. 

 

Abram was now in the more difficult battle, but God then sent him an unusual and mysterious person 

Melchizedek who was the king of Salem, the Jebusite fortress later called Jerusalem (later captured by David 

and made the centre of worship in Israel and the location of the Temple), the king-priest of God Most High. 
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Abraham acknowledged him as a true man of God and when this pre-Israel and non-Jewish Gentile priest of 

the Most High, brought forth bread and wine, Abram who clearly have much spoil with him and did not need 

refreshments, accepted these memorials of sacrifice used as the basis of communion and partook of them, 

leading some to later believe this was a precursor to the Lord’s Supper. 

 

Even more startling was the fact that Abram gave Melchizedek tithes of all, observing the custom to give 

tithes to the representative of deity. Abram in doing so admitted he respected the divine office of 

Melchizedek. Then Melchizedek blessed Abram 

 

“And he blessed him and said, Blessed be Abram of the Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth: 

And blessed be the most high God, which had delivered thine enemies into thine hands”. 

 

Interestingly, immediately after this incident God came to Abram in a vision telling him not to be afraid for 

He God was His shield and His exceeding great reward. 

 

What is it about Melchizedek that was so great that he was a portrait of Jesus and pictured the priesthood of 

Jesus? 

 

The Epistle of Hebrews first mentioned Melchisedek, in 5:10 and said that Christ was a High Priest after the 

same order as Melchisedek. It is to be noted that Melchisedek was “made” like the Son of God. Since the 

word “made” comes from a Greek word which means “being made similar to”, therefore it isn’t that Jesus 

has Melchisedek’s kind of priesthood, but instead Melchisedek has Jesus’ kind of priesthood. It means also 

that this historical personality who lived and reigned in Salem was a man, not an angel, and he definitely was 

not Jesus in a pre-incarnate appearance.  

 

The writer notes that the name Melchizedek means king (melchi) of righteousness (zedek), thus he was an 

exalted person being both a king and priest. The combination of the names meaning “King” , 

“righteousness”, and “peace” (for Salem means peace) would have immediately brought the readers of 

Hebrews to the messianic concepts such as found in Isaiah 9:6-7 where the prophet talks about a future 

Davidic King that would bring about “peace” and “righteousness”. Under the Mosaic Law the same person 

was not allowed to be king and priest, because priests were to be descendants of Levi, while kings were to be 

descendants of Judah.  

 

He writes that even the great Abraham gave tithes to this priest; as an acknowledgement of the priest’s 

superiority. The one who bestowed the blessing must be greater than the one that receives the blessing. It is 

stated that the lesser is blessed by the greater and Melchisedek showed he was greater because he blessed 

Abraham and Abraham accepted that Melchisedek was greater when he received the blessing.  

 

Note carefully that this “blessing” is not simply wishing good, but is the kind of action done by a person 

authorized to declare God’s intentions to bestow blessings on someone. Melchisedek was authorized to do 

precisely that with Abraham. Melchisedek was certainly great, a point made emphatically in the Scriptures.  

They would then begin to observe and appreciate that the greatness of Jesus was superior to the Jewish 

priests descended from Levi. 

 

The clear inference is that since Christ was of the order of Melchisedek, He is different from others before 

Him, is a High Priest forever, superior to the Jewish priesthood who lived, performed to varying degrees, and 

then died, leaving their tasks to a successor. He has been appointed and authorized by God to bestow “good 

things” on whom He should, according to God’s intentions. 
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Verses 3-9. Scripture emphasizes several things about this mysterious king-priest of Salem, the house of 

peace. Melchizedek has no genealogy and in this way is typical of Christ’s eternal existence and continuous 

priesthood. …Made like unto the Son of God… proves he was not Christ as some have supposed. 

 

In Israel one must have documented proof of Levitical ancestry to be a priest (Ezra 2:61-62). Melchisedek 

does not have any type of genealogy because he 'abides a priest perpetually.' Obviously, the man 

Melchizedek died, but the picture we have is of a priesthood that lasts forever.  

 

Both Melchizedek and Jesus have a royal priesthood that is outside the Mosaic law of priesthood and both as 

kings of righteousness bring peace. They both depend on personal qualification and on work done and not on 

inheriting the position. 

 

Note that Melchizedek’s genealogy, birth and death of which there are no records, are being discussed only 

in the context of his priesthood. There is no account of his ancestry as a priest, no mention of any 

descendants in his office and nothing of the commencement or close of his office as a priest. These are 

indispensable information that would have to be recorded of any priest in the Levitical system. The point 

being, his is a stand-alone priesthood with no succession and thus prefigures that of Christ … Thou art a 

priest for ever… 

 

Scripture argues purposefully from silence to indicate that this priesthood is forever, giving no information 

about birth or death, implying there is continuity and this is no temporary priesthood. 

 

The higher status of the Melchisedek’s priesthood is seen in the fact that Levi gave tithes to this king through 

his ancestor Abraham (Rom.5:12). Abraham’s body at the time he met Melchisedek contained the genetic 

material that would later become Isaac, Jacob, and the twelve sons of Jacob which included Levi, his tribe 

and all their descendents.  So when Abraham worshipped God at the feet of Melchisedek, his descendents 

also participated in that act of worship. This was accepted Jewish interpretation that an ancestor’s actions 

was to be regarded as automatically including that of his descendents. 

 

The Law (Numbers 18:21, 26) required Levitical priests to collect a tenth of the incomes of the people for 

their support and verses 4-6  stress that they  collected from their 'brethren', their equal, because God had so 

commanded. Abraham however voluntarily gave Melchizedek a tithe regardless of the fact that he was not in 

the genealogy of the Levites. He recognized the superiority of Melchizedek and wanted to honor him for he 

recognized that priest as priest of the Most High God. This is a demonstration of Melchizedek's superiority to 

the Levitical priesthood. 

 

After showing Melchizedek was superior to Abraham and Levi, the writer turned his attention to the 

Levitical priesthood as a system, to point out its inadequacy; in that it could not provide -"perfection"; 

‘Perfection’ here means fulfilment, accomplishment, consummation.  

 

God had spoken of a New Covenant for something was lacking in the Old Covenant. The needs of the people 

had not been completely met and they had not come into the proper relationship of worship, being like Him 

and serving Him as He wished. There was obviously a need for humanity to fulfill God’s purpose, so that 

man could regain his full humanity.  

 

This would only be met through a different kind of priest, and consequently, there was the need for a 

priesthood of another order. It was necessary as verse 17 states to have a priest now established according to 

a law governing and fitting to persons in a weak and eventually failing ministry of levitical priests but based 

upon the awesome power of an endless and thus indestructible life. 
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Since the law required priests to be from the tribe of Levi and it was God that established that law, human 

need now required the Levitical law to be “set aside” in favour of the previously established priesthood. The 

new, great High Priest would have to come from the tribe of Judah, and would be “prophet”, “Priest”, and 

“King”.  There would have to be a change in the law.  

 

Verse 18. Note that the disannulling of the commandment (setting aside), speaks only to the law which 

previously governed the priesthood. There is no change to the moral law which grows out of the nature of 

things and must be perpetual and universal. 

 

His point was: the Levitical priesthood was based on physical succession or heredity (law of a carnal 

commandment). Jesus clearly came after the first order of priesthood of which Melchisedek, the shadowy 

figure from Genesis 14 who was a member, and which was honoured by Abraham.  

 

Carnal means ‘fleshly’; and the idea is, that the law that governed the priests of the old system was not to be 

permanent, in a sense it was external rather than spiritual, even though it clearly was established by God to 

complete His purpose. It related more to outward observances than to the ‘keeping’ of the heart, for only a 

special kind of priesthood would change the “heart”. 

 

Priests under the system of the levitical priesthood died, and they were shown to be weak even though they 

were useful.  The law which guided what they did was not perfect, for it was weak in the sense that it was 

unable to bring the people of Israel into conformity with God’s ultimate purpose for them. That system could 

only point them to the perfect priest which God would give. It is important to note therefore that a human 

based requirement cannot be compared to the power of an indestructible life in a new High Priest.  

 

The system of law could diagnose their sins, show them their sin problem, and point them to the Messiah 

who was the only one that would save them from their sin problem. It could not give the “better hope”, but it 

would remind the people continually that there was a better hope and that they could all ‘draw near’ to God 

through the better priesthood, and the High Priest that was to come from the loins of David. 

 

Verse 19.  The Law could not bring perfection, but a better hope was brought by God’s new actions. The 

‘better hope’ is here because that system of worship and ceremony kept men distant from God. None among 

the ordinary citizens of the nation could enter through that special gate reserved for the High Priest on the 

Day of Atonement and only the High priests under the old arrangement could enter then into the Holy of 

Holiest and then only on that Day. 

 

Now there is a “better hope” for the Holy Spirit says we are joint heirs with Christ and so we will be when as 

children of God we can draw near to God. We have access into the very presence of God. We will in future 

live our lives in communion with the Father in heaven. The word of God and the ministry of the Holy Spirit 

means as one writer states; 

“We are loaded with the riches of heaven, and the doors open to draw near and to draw near forever”. 
 

This most powerful logic continued to point out that the old priesthood was liable to change as opposed to a 

priesthood founded on “the power of an endless life", meaning a life that was never to change or end.  

The priesthood desired by God had to be one that would meet the total needs of men, give them a heart of 

flesh and not of stone, a priesthood that would take men into eternity. These are the characteristics of the 

Melchisedek kind of priesthood; a clearly superior economy, one that ‘brings a better hope and by which we 

draw nigh unto God; in other words, one in which we can realize perfection.  
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The reasons then for the replacement of the levitical priesthood was now becoming clearer.  

First, there were the weaknesses and imperfections of the Levitical priesthood and the part of the Law of 

Moses under which they operated.  

Second, God intended to bring about a New Covenant, based on better principles, once the law brought us to 

Christ. Christ would come from the tribe of Judah, not from the priest the tribe of Levi.  (See Genesis 49:10, 

Micah 5:2, Isaiah 11:1). 

Third, under this new priesthood, Messiah, as Psalm 110:4 predicted, would live forever. This new priest 

would become a priest that would not die.  It is therefore important to remember that Jesus is a priest forever 

because of His resurrection. 

 

Verse 20.   Here the writer adds to the argument of the ascendancy of Christ priesthood with the point that 

His was set up by an oath from God. God the Father took an oath to establish His Son as the Great High 

Priest. 

 

Why would God not just simply say He intended to do this? Why would He have to go so far as to take an 

oath, swearing that He would tell the truth? This seems a little odd! 

 

But look at what previously happened.  God had developed an elaborate, formal and beautifully orchestrated 

system under the old priesthood of Levites precisely designed to make people keep their word.  They had 

promised to be obedient and to follow the Commandments of God.  But of course they had turned out to be 

weak and deceitful. 

 

So to make men understand His intentions, He practically made Himself like us, followed our practices of 

signing contracts and swearing, to convince us that He would do exactly what He had promised.  God said 

what He intended to do under the circumstances in a way that would never be challenged.  The appointment 

of one to the office of priest by an oath, such as occurred in the case of Jesus, was therefore much more 

solemn and important than where the office was received merely by descent.  

 

Verse 21-22.   The Levitical priests were ordained without their office being confirmed to them by an oath 

on the part of God. They inherited their office by regular descent and assumed their duties at the appropriate 

age. Since the inauguration of the order, God rarely dealt with the priests directly and only on occasions to 

discipline. 

 

Jesus received His office by special appointment and it was by the swearing of an oath. This was a radical 

departure from the way in which priestly appointments were previously made. God had never before assured 

any priest concerning longevity or given any promise to suggest their term was anything but temporary. One 

commentator characterized Christ appointment as:  

Here God has upon oath declared the immutability, excellency, efficacy, and eternity, of the priesthood 

of Christ. 

 

But this with an oath. This priest! The Lord Jesus, became a priest by virtue of a direct oath.  

The Lord sware… is from Psalm 110:4 and means will not regret of change His mind. 

 

By so much… puts emphasis on the fact that an oath is a more solemn commitment than a mere appointment 

and thus gives additional security. This is not to suggest that God would not be true to a mere promise, but an 

oath normally carries more weight and is more binding than a promise. God’s oath furnishes the highest 

security possible. The oath means that God is saying that He will never change His mind. It is a guarantee. 

God certainly knows how difficult it is for us to believe, so He uses what we accept as the ultimate 

commitment.  
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Let us appreciate the beauty of it. It is our need that has led God to this action.  God knew that we need to 

believe so God takes precisely the right action to help us believe. Our belief concerning God’s oath about 

Jesus must be firm and unshakable. This is so because Jesus is the one who saves us.  There is no one else. 

 

One writer tells us what this means for us: 

“In the case of the Lord Jesus Christ..he’s the kind of person who experiences no change, no aging, 

you’ll never read of him that he “slept with his fathers” like you will or me. No fading! He’s the 

Ancient of Days, according to Daniel chapter 7. I think that is a clear reference to Him. The Ancient of 

Days! Yet the youngest of all for he ever lives in the freshness of eternal strength that knows no past. 

He lives forever! His ministry is a ministry that never ceases. He has offered the once for all sacrifice.  

He utters the continuous, continual prayer for the saints, forever, and he continually blesses those who 

are related to Him. 

What a magnificent priest we have! What a magnificent priest, eternal priest, who stands for us and 

prays for us at this very moment.  

Think of it! My present, my future, are absolutely secure in the Lord Jesus Christ. Why, this should 

not be the most exciting thing in human life is an understanding of the nature of the human heart. It’s 

astonishing”. 

 

Verse 23…Jesus made a surety... The word surety means a bondsman; a sponsor, one who pledges his name, 

property, or influence, that a certain thing shall be done. When a contract is made, a debt assumed, or a note 

given, a friend often becomes the security in the case and is himself responsible if the terms of the contract 

are not honored.  

 

In the case of the better covenant Jesus is the "security," or the bondsman. He must of necessity be the surety 

for Christians as there are no questions to God’s faithfulness and ability to keep any promise or commitment.  

Jesus is the pledge that we shall be saved. This is not to say that we shall be saved at any rate without 

believing, holiness, repentance or faith. Jesus’ surety extends only to those who expect salvation on the terms 

of the gospel. Thus the assurance is not that any shall be saved in their sins, or that any shall enter heaven no 

matter what life one leads; it is only that if one believes and repents, Jesus ensures salvation, while He 

himself satisfies God’s justice.  

 

While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none 

of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. John 17:12 

 The typical priest was a mediator, one that brought two parties into closer relationship. The surety is more 

important than a mediator, since the surety guarantees the fulfillment of obligations. 

Of a better testament (covenant)… The former covenant was the Mosaic covenant between God and Israel 

when that nation came out of Egypt. God is the One that offers the new covenant and thus must have seen 

the necessity for such a covenant and so the new covenant must be the ‘better covenant’. One person writes: 

that the new covenant is better because:  

(1) The terms are more simple and easy;  

(2) The observances and rites are much less onerous and hard;  

(3) It relates to all men, not being confined to the Jewish people;  

(4) It is now sure. The former was administered through the instrumentality of the Levitical 

priesthood, this by the Son of God; that was transitory and changing, this is permanent and eternal. 
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The Book of Hebrews was making it absolutely clear that the New Priest had come, and therefore the New 

Covenant had come.  Jesus was the guarantee to this superior Covenant.  

 

Verse 23-24.   Here again the writer points to the surpassing quality of Christ’s priesthood. The Aaronic 

Order featured a multitude of priests in many different groupings, including that of high priest. Change was 

always a constant, and succession was the order of the day, as mortal men died only to be replaced by more 

mortals.  

…they were not suffered to continue by reason of death... The number of men who served as priest grew 

with the years till it became a very great number as noted by the writer.   

 

But this man… Christ on the other hand has an unchangeable office because He himself is eternal. There is 

no changing of the guard, no passing to other hands, no succession and never a vacancy as everything in 

regard to His office is permanent. There is no time that His people lack a representative or advocate in 

Heaven. 

 

Because he continueth… A sharp contrast is drawn with the Levitical priest. Christ lives forever, He does not 

die and so He exercises an unchanging priesthood. There is never a need to relinquish the post as with the 

Aaronic priest. It was not that they were unfaithful or incompetent but they were limited by their human 

frailties and as all humans do, they eventually died.  

 

Hath an unchangeable priesthood… The thought is not that Christ priesthood is strictly unchangeable in an 

absolute sense but that it did not pass from hand to hand as did the Levitical offices did with each succeeding 

generation. One commentator raises this interesting viewpoint:  

This reasoning is not designed to prove that the priesthood of Christ will be literally eternal--for its 

necessity may cease when all the redeemed are in heaven--but that it is permanent, and does not pass 

from hand to hand.  

 

Verse 25.  Christ is able to save to the uttermost in an absolute sense in time, for the duration of eternity, in 

any situation or circumstance, in completeness and to perfection. Literally he saves forever and completely. 

He has the power to save so that salvation is realized in completeness. He fills every need for our salvation as 

long as a need could exist and beyond. He lives forever and as long as anything is needed for the salvation of 

his people He addresses our needs.  

 

His intercessory work is constant and continuous and is His objective and remains His cause until the 

consummation of God’s plan for His creation. He actively intercedes for Christians and they always need His 

intervention.  

 

Christ priestly ministry involves the satisfaction for sin which was achieved on the cross of Calvary, where 

He made the acceptable and efficacious sacrifice. The merits of His offering, secure the salvation of His 

people and furnish all their spiritual needs. He makes constant intercession on our behalf in Heaven as He 

goes on living forever. In so doing He undertakes our cause and helps us overcome all obstacles in our 

endeavours to live a holy life.  

 

There is no limitation as He saves all who come to Him by God; meaning all who come or approach Him for 

pardon and salvation. All must ‘come’ through Jesus Christ since He is the Way, the Truth and the Life. One 

must believe in the work and person of Jesus. 

 

Be advised not to worry about your salvation.  Jesus is able to save absolutely in the most comprehensive 

sense.  He saves all those that recognize that they have a need to be saved. Rather than worry about our 

salvation, we should ‘abide’ in Jesus and we will never need to worry about losing our salvation. 
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Let us remember though that we are exhorted to remain faithful to the Lord, for when we are faithful we will 

receive our reward. 

 

The intercessory ministry of Jesus Christ is extremely important for our eternal security. We are assured that 

this high- priestly work of intercession continues and will result in something magnificent.  But “our 

faithfulness” is also required and we are constantly warned in this Book of Hebrews against unfaithfulness. 

One writer warns in this regard: 

“It is important to emphasize this, for the character of our Lord’s intercession has at times been 

grotesquely misrepresented in popular Christian thought. He is not to be thought of as ‘an orator, 

standing ever before the Father with outstretched arms, like the figures in the mosaics of the 

catacombs, and with strong crying and tears pleading our cause in the presence of a reluctant God; 

but as a throned Priest- King ,asking what He will from a Father who always hears and grants His 

requests.” 

Verse 26.  Here we find a stark contrast between our High Priest and ourselves as the worthiness of Christ, 

for the office is set forth. None of His perfections would wear well on any of us.  It was fitting that one with 

such qualifications be our high priest and it is manifestly clear that no ordinary mortal could fit the bill.  

God’s standards are such that no priest could be suitable or sufficient for our reconciliation to Him except 

one who was perfectly righteous in his own person. Our high priest had to be righteous in Himself, or He 

could not be a propitiation for our sin, or our advocate with the Father. The Lord Jesus was exactly such a 

High Priest as we needed and as our writer details. 

…holy… The word 'holy' as used for Christ is not the normal word 'hogaos' that is used to describe the saints 

and which means 'to be set apart from sin to God'.  

Here holy (hosios) is a word used to describe the personal character of Jesus Christ and it means to be 

blameless, “undefiled by sin, free from wickedness, religiously observing every moral obligation.  

Revelation 15:4 declares, …Thou alone art holy. 

Christ is harmless or blameless, meaning He is without guile or fraud, free from guilt and anything that is 

evil or harmful.  

…undefiled refers to His purity of character and alludes to the fact that He is the perfect sacrifice (vs. 27). He 

is absolutely pure. Christ not only makes an offering for us, He, Himself is the offering.  

Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain 

conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 

without blemish and without spot: 1 Peter 1:18-19 

 

…separated from sinners… While Jesus became a man and was one of us, He is still separated from sinners 

in that He never sinned nor was He tainted by Adam’s sin by virtue of His virgin birth. Consequently He can 

bring salvation. If He had sinned, He could not have offered Himself as an atonement or propitiation for our 

sins, as He would have been in the same predicament as all other humans. He is in a separate class from 

sinful people. Even though He associated himself with us He remains pure. 

That Christ is exalted above the heavens is considered by many to refer to His exaltation in Heaven at the 

‘right hand’ of God. It can also refer to His physical ascension above the visible heavens into the presence of 

God the Father where He performs His current ministry; at the right hand of God.   
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Verse 27.   Here the writer stresses the finality and efficacy of Christ's sacrifice and shows His perfection 

and suitability for our salvation. The Levitical priests were not only mortal men, they were sinful men and 

had the same fallen and corrupt nature as others. So it was necessary that they offered up sacrifices for their 

own sins first, then offer sacrifices for the people.  

 

Also it was necessary that the sacrifices in the Aaronic service should be constantly repeated. They were 

imperfect and largely types and shadows of the coming sacrifice of our High Priest. The quality and 

condition both of the sacrifice and the priests were such that it became necessary to repeat them every day as 

a reminder of God’s holiness, to keep up the proper sense of their sins and an acknowledgment of the 

tendency to sin both among the people and the priests.  

 

On the other hand Jesus our High Priest was without sin and had no need to offer sacrifices for Himself. 

Further, it was not required of Him to offer regular sacrifice in the execution of His high priestly office, since 

the ‘once for all sacrifice’ of His own life fully satisfied God’s justice against all sins, for all times and for all 

His people and never needs to be repeated. 

So here we have an enigmatic situation, for this High Priest is Himself a perfect, unblemished sacrifice.  He 

could find no unblemished sacrifice to offer so He offered Himself.  There was no other priest who could be 

both priest and victim. 

 

Remember that His “once for all” sacrifice meant that it covers all history.  The cross is really a timeless 

event. It reached back to cover all of history and cover the debts of every sinful man that ever lived, and it 

goes forward to save all those future to it. It is therefore rightly said in Revelation 13:8 that Jesus is “the 

Lamb slain from the foundation of the world”. The cross then is the central act of history. Everything flows 

from it, backwards and forwards.  It is the event from which all hope flows. All events must be looked at for 

meaning through the lens of the cross. 

 

Verse 28.   The author concludes this section of his letter with a summary of his main points, having made a 

compelling argument to the superiority of Jesus high priestly office over the Levitical priesthood. Clearly 

implied in his argument and elsewhere plainly stated, is that there is a danger if one were to abandon his faith 

in Jesus Christ and go back to Judaism. The Levitical priests were weak in two areas: mortality and sin. The 

fact that they died made their priesthood transitory and the fact that they were sinners meant that they had to 

offer sacrifices on their own behalf.  

 

Christ, on the other hand, is the Son of God, made perfect forever. His appointment by an oath of the Father 

carries an ironclad surety, while the order of Melchizedek indicates permanence. The idea is that the 

appointment is complete and permanent. It does not pass from one to the other. It is perfect in all its 

arrangements, and will remain so for ever.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

While there is the priesthood of all believers there is only one true High Priest that has God’s approval and 

He is Jesus Christ, Himself. It is only His sacrifice and only His intercession on our behalf that God accepts. 

All must look to the great High Priest for their salvation.  

 

We should now be assured that Jesus will never fail us.  He will not ever die again for He died and rose 

again, never to die again.  He will never be replaced. Our search is over. We do not have to change priests, 

we simply have to draw near to God through Jesus. 

 

When man fell, all men lost their purpose and therefore rejected God, becoming subject to God’s wrath, 

being alienated from Him. Now God has restored us to His originally intended relationship with himself.  
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Salvation simply means drawing near to God through Jesus, and that changes us so that we become like Him, 

and we worship Him, fulfilling our entire purpose through our Great High Priest. 

 

There is a singular group of people who are given eternal and complete salvation; those who draw near to 

God through Him.  

 

Only those who believe in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ are saved. The only thing that 

matters in the end is one’s relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the emphatic message of Hebrews 

and the entire Scriptures. 

Jesus Himself said, ...I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me. 

(John 14:6).   

For there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5). 

 

We either draw nigh to God through Christ, or we cannot draw near to Him at all. There is no middle ground 

when it comes to salvation. We are either saved through the person and work of Jesus Christ, or we are not 

saved.  The writer of Hebrews makes this truth clear. In order to have salvation, we must have Christ 

representing us before the Father. In order to have Christ representing us in heaven, we must first believe in 

His person and work. That is the basis for Him to represent us in the presence of the Father. 

 

Let us make this very personal. Think of Jesus, our Priest and King enthroned and at the right hand of the 

Majesty on high. Think of Him speaking to the Father about you, and asking the Father to bring this one, 

namely you, close to Him. Then the Father replies to Him that as the Son He knows His heart, and so He is 

sending the Holy Spirit to bring this one, maybe you, closer to Him.  The Father tells the Son, Yes I love this 

precious one, and I will draw him or her close to Me. 

 

When you feel a groaning in your soul, an aching, a pressure, a pang of conscience, you know that it is as a 

result of a conversation between the Father and His Son about you. When you have these fleeting moments 

when you feel a touch, cry out “Abba Father”, for you know that Jesus is praying, and the Father is saying,  

“I will draw this one near”. 

 

It is most fitting that we have this kind of Priest, for God regarded it as necessary and as “fitting”.  We are 

precious in His sight. So if you want to be truly and fully human accept the kind of Priest that you need, one 

who is sinless and eternal. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit want you to draw near to Him the Son and 

become like Him.  

 

The Son came so that we can draw near. The Son asked the Father that He gives us the enablement to draw 

near. The Spirit moves in your heart to bring us closer. 

 

What is holding you back? Are you afraid that God doesn’t want you to come near to Him? Are you afraid 

that you are not worthy? He wants you to draw near just as you are. Do not let your enemy or enemies stop 

you from drawing near.  God wants you to draw near. 

 

Only Jesus gives a perfect, eternal salvation, because He Himself is perfect and eternal, come to Him today!  

2Q 


