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INTRODUCTION  

 

Paul’s letter to the church in Rome lays out the grand scope of what he calls “my gospel” and he 

uses the first eleven or so chapters to lay a theological basis for the applications and exhortations of 

the final chapters,(2:16; 16:25). This scope includes how the gospel addresses the deepest need of 

rebellious humanity, how it fulfills the foundational promises that God made to His people in 

history, and how it transforms death to life and slavery to freedom. The result is nothing less than 

fallen humanity’s reconciliation with their Creator. 

 

Out Study looks at how God has used His power to do His unbelievable work among ruined men.  

 

We therefore start from the fact that all of us are ungodly and we are fully qualified for that status. 

God therefore has the task of finding a way to justify the ungodly, giving them the gift of 

righteousness, and the gift of being accepted with love and access to God. Otherwise men will 

simply be destroyed. One writer sternly reminds us to face reality and states: 

 

“There is no sweet little old lady, or strong virile man, or boy, or girl, who has lived a clean, 

moral life and is able to stand in the presence of the demands of the Law and the love of God. 

Therefore, we are ungodly to start with”. 

 

The implications of justification rest in God’s declaration that those who believe the gospel, or good 

news, brought by the Son belong to Him. Man who had been ruined, helpless, under the wrath of 

God, and separated from God, are now told to rejoice in their new spiritual position, rejoice even in 

their present troubles which range from minor annoyances to major unforeseen disasters but which 

Key Verse  

 

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 

powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the 

love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 8:38 – 39    
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all cause distress. Man is then brought to the place where they rejoice that God is their powerful 

friend. There is a certain hope for a amazing future with God. 

 

Paul used those truths to urge the Christians in Rome to renew their commitment not just to God but 

also to one another. Apparently the church had experienced a certain division between Christians of 

Jewish and non-Jewish backgrounds. Each group seemed to have been asserting a greater claim to 

God’s forgiveness (2:17-29; 11:13-24). This one-upmanship was intolerable, so Paul demonstrated 

that no group can claim a privileged position; all people are rebels against God (3:9-18, 23). 

 

Paul’s one fit solution was that through Christ all can be reconciled to God (3:21-26). To be a 

Christian is to be one “whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered” by the blood of 

Christ (4:7). This state of blessedness is available to both Jew and Gentile, without prejudice (4:9). 

These facts are preparatory for Paul’s unfolding argument that continues in the Study Text. 

 

One plank in Paul’s argument was that men are ‘justified’ by faith in Jesus Christ apart from works, 

with regard to His person and sacrifice and God subsequent approval and acceptance demonstrated 

in the resurrection, ascension and glorification of Christ. In so doing Paul answered the patriarch 

Job’s question, “How then can man be justified with God? or how can he be clean that is born of a 

woman?” (Job 25:4). 

 

As we come to the Study Text the Apostle has just made the compelling argument that God justifies  

sinners through faith in Jesus Christ. He ruled out any other means to justification including ‘law-

keeping’ and draws the conclusion that all men without distinction are saved through faith in Jesus 

Christ ‘…for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God…’   

 

To further silence any objections to his assertion say from the Jews who received the ‘oracles’ of 

God, he makes the case that Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation was justified by faith. Further, 

David their hero king spoke of ‘the blessedness of the one to whom God did not impute iniquity’. 

Paul now moves on to discuss the blessings of justification in chapter five.  

 

“Justification” is a forensic term, a judicial term which means to ‘declare righteous”. God, moved by 

His infinite mercy and love for His people justified men through the sacrificial death of His Eternal 

Son which was a propitiation, a satisfaction of God’s wrath and justice against sin. 

 

Having made the case for ‘justification by faith,’ the Apostle lays out the accompanying blessings 

which all speak to the fundamentals of the Gospel:  

a).  peace with God (5:1);  

b).  access into God’s grace (5:2);  

c).  hope of the glory of God (5:2);  

d).  and, joy in our trials, knowing that God is using them to develop perseverance, proven character 

and hope (5:3-4).  

 

The believer's joy, the believer's comfort, the believer's sense of well being, certainly the believer's 

hope is anchored to the security of the salvation secured by God’s great love in Jesus Christ. Paul 

used the Study Text to cement His argument and goes to great lengths to show that our salvation is 

unassailable from any and all vantage points. The security of our salvation is not dependent on us, it 
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rests on the unchanging character of God and the absolutely limitless power of God to overcome all 

things for the accomplishment of His own purpose.  

 

Our Study Text further looks at God’s purpose to have many sons, and once God started this process 

in eternity past, He will complete at the day of the revelation of the sons of God. None will be lost. 

There should therefore be no fear of successful opposition. The devil and his demonic and human 

supporters might still be there actively planning, plotting , and trying to carry out their nefarious 

purpose, but if God is for you, what difference will that make? 

There is so much in our world to cause the Christian anxiety and despair, not the least of which is 

his or her own struggles and questions over the security of their salvation.  But let us read our T 

 ext and exult in the assurances of our eternal security flowing from justification by faith! 

 

THE TEXT (Romans 5: 6 – 11) 

 

Verse 6.  The depth of God's love becomes the focus in this verse and those that follow (vs. 6-10). 

Four terms that are increasingly uncomplimentary describe those for whom Christ died and reminds 

us of our previous condition.   

 

… without strength… (helpless) or ‘powerless’ morally. (Eph2:1-2; John3:3; 2Cor.4:4; 1Cor.2:14; 

3:11). The term is often used in the New Testament to refer to physical illness, the afflictions of 

those in need of healing (Luke 10:9). Here the Apostle uses it to refer to spiritual sickness, our 

weakness when it comes to obeying the will of our Creator. The sense is that we were incapable of 

working out any righteousness for ourselves.  

 

… in due time … ‘at the right time’ refers to the fullness of time, the right time from God's 

perspective (3:26; 8:18; 13:11; Gal. 4:4).  It was not an after-thought or random! 

Paul urges us to consider that it was the ‘right time;” it was when we were ‘helpless’ and ‘ungodly’ 

that Christ loved us, ‘while we were sinners,’ while we were worthy only of His eternal wrath.  

 

…ungodly … are those who are without strength.  

Our spiritual weakness brought us to a contempt for God, a frightening and dangerous lack of 

reverence and awe for the King of the universe.  

The fact is everyone neglects God and rebels against Him. (Isa.55:8-9); this is ungodliness. 

Yet despite our heinous disrespect, God has done something for us that only He can do: He sent His 

Son to die for us! 

 

Verse 7.  Paul is setting up to show God’s great love even clearer and puts out a logical and 

reasonable supposition.  God’s love is love to an unbelievably large extent. 

 

Why is it so extraordinary for Christ to die for sinners? Paul answers with the analogy of everyday 

life. It would be unusual for someone to give his or her life for another, even for a righteous man.  

Perhaps, Paul says, it is within the realm of possibility for one to sacrifice his life for an 

extraordinarily good person, but everyone knows that this is a rare and unlikely occurrence.  

 

… a righteous man…. Paul used "righteous" here in the general sense of an upright person, not in 

the theological sense of a person made right with God. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+10%3A9
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Verse 8.  Our hope of heaven is secure because it is based on God’s love that sent Christ to die for 

us while we were yet sinners; His enemies! They might have been needy and in addition had 

spurned the love of God but yet God’s love reached out to even them, these unsavoury and hostile 

characters. 

 

 … sinners… (wicked, 3:23), these are they  for whom Christ died.  

Paul’s point is that they are neither righteous nor good. He contrasts the worth of the life sacrificed, 

Jesus Christ's, and the unworthiness of those who benefit from His sacrifice.  

 

Whereas people may look at one another as meriting love because they are righteous or good, God 

views them as sinners.  

Nevertheless God loves them.  

His provision of His own Son as our Savior dramatically demonstrated the depth of His love  

(John 3:16). 

 

… commendeth his love … Paul describes this act as God’s commending his love toward us. The 

term has a sense of ‘proving’ or ‘giving an unquestionable display’, a very strong statement!  

 

Who can doubt God’s love when realizing that He freely gave His Son to be the sacrifice for our 

sins? It was a selfless, inexplicable expression of God’s love for sinners. 

 

Verse 9.  The Apostle continues to build his argument for the security of the believer’s salvation.  

If God demonstrates His love for us while we were still sinners, surely God’s love for us will be 

even more evident to those who are His children, by faith.  

 

The benefits of justification are spoken of now as even more certain.  

… now…  furthers the argument. If God did so much for us then out of love, how much more will 

He do for us now? 

 

One writer notes: “So far Paul had referred to five benefits of justification. These blessings, in 

addition to justification itself, were peace with God (v. 1), access into a gracious realm (v. 2), 

joy in tribulations (vv. 3-5a), and the indwelling Holy Spirit (v. 5b). Still there is "much more"  

(vv. 10, 15, 17, 20).” 
 

Paul next pointed to a future blessing that justified sinners will experience, namely, deliverance 

from the outpouring of God's wrath on the unrighteous (1:18).  

 

…justified by his blood … Jesus Christ's blood is a metaphor for His death and the literal expression 

of His life poured out as a sacrifice (3:25).  

Having done the harder thing, namely, justifying us when we were yet sinners (v. 8), how much 

more will He do the easier thing, delivering us from coming wrath. 

Justification, based on the vicarious death, execution, the ‘shed blood’ of Jesus Christ, assures the 

Christian that God’s wrath has been satisfied, that the penalty for sin has been paid and we no 

longer need fear divine condemnation.  Through faith in the work of Christ, we are saved from the 

coming wrath of God. 
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Verse 10.   Here the confident assertion of verse nine is given a rationale.  We were enemies of 

God, yet we were reconciled to God through the death of Jesus Christ. Now, having been reconciled 

by His death, we are free to enjoy the benefits of His life.  If by His death we were reconciled, 

surely by His life we will be saved from wrath.  

 

The death of Christ was an event in time and history with great benefits for the believer. But the life 

of our Lord is endless, and the benefits of His life hold promise of even greater things in store. 

 

The Bible promises that all will be subject to judgment after death (Acts 17:31; Hebrews 9:27).  

Paul promises that Christ will save us from the deserved verdict of our judgment, the wrath of God 

against sin.  

The righteous, perfect judgment of God is sure. But also assured is our salvation through the atoning 

death of God’s own Son, for He will come again to save us (Hebrews 9:28b). 

 

Verse 11.  Earlier Paul noted that people of faith should be people of hope. Now, he concludes this 

section by saying that people of faith and hope will also be people of joy. 

 

The reason is summed up in the word atonement. Importantly this noun translates the same basic 

word that Paul uses in verse ten and translated “reconciled” (twice).  

 

This reconciliation/atonement word was used in the financial world of Paul’s day to refer to settling 

an account, making good what was deficient. It is not far removed from today’s accounting world, 

where “reconciling accounts” refers to making records come out evenly.  

The debt for sin is paid by God’s Son. Our personal account, with all its sin debt, is paid off by the 

sacrificial death of Jesus Christ. No wonder Paul is so thankful! 

 

Based on the redemptive death of our Lord, Jesus Christ, this verse concludes by pointing to the 

exultation which the Christian has in God. If our sin and God’s righteousness caused us to avoid 

God (as Adam and Eve hid from Him in the Garden of Eden), the death of Christ took away this 

fear, because justification produced peace with God.  

 

The life of our Lord now causes us to delight in God and in His presence. Now we boast in Him.  

All of this has been accomplished through the cross of Calvary and all of this is the result of 

justification. 

  

Romans 8: 31 – 39 

 

Between the two segments of today’s Study Text, Paul further contrasts the readers’ new status in 

Christ with their status before coming to Him (Romans 5:12-7:6). This leads into thoughts on the 

purpose of the law in relation to sin (7:7-25) and implications of life in the Spirit (8:1-30). With 

those tasks completed, he will now summarize the “assurance section” of Romans, which extends 

from  

5:1 through 8:39. 
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We therefore are looking at love that never leaves those that belong to the family of God. The kinds 

of fear that men often experience such as losing relationships, jobs or possessions, or being 

separated from parents or beloved children are all dealt with from the facts of the love of God from 

which those in Christ can never be separated. 

 

Verse 31.  If God is so resolved to bring us through, can any enemy stop Him or His plan and 

intention?  Is not God infinitely powerful?  Can anything at all thwart His will?  Certainly not! 

 

… these things… we could rightly think of these things as Paul’s teaching on the sinfulness of man, 

the salvation of God, and the hope of the Christian. - In the more immediate context of Romans 8, 

we could include the promise of no condemnation (8:1), the provision of the Holy Spirit (8:4-27), 

and the sovereignty of God in salvation (8:28-30). 

 

But the Apostle had just in the previous verses stated the fact that God the Father had delivered the 

Lord Jesus Christ over, and delivered Him up for us all. There was a New Covenant in His blood 

shed for sinners. God therefore had worked all things together for good to those who loved Him and 

to those called according to His purpose. The Apostle had just stressed : 

 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 

flesh, but after the Spirit”. 

 

Then speaking of these heirs of Christ he said: 

-We were foreknown. 

-We were foreordained. 

-We were called 

-We were justified. 

-We were glorified. 

 

In this teaching on God’s full salvation we are being told that God had governed all the steps we had 

taken on our way. He had worked everything, some of it painful, for those who had been called 

according to His purpose.. Thus divine providence had continued at the correct pace, there was 

divine election, there was divine foreordination. God was therefore certain to glorify us so the 

Apostle puts his statement in the past tense, 

“What shall we then say to these things?” 

 

We should therefore consider what should our reaction be to our present sufferings and to our future 

hope of glorification? We are dealing with a love that never leaves! 

 

… If God be for us … in light of ‘these things’ Paul poses a rhetorical question; who can 

successfully thwart God’s purpose in His people? No one! This is the key to the believer's security! 

What He has done for us through His Son in the past and what He is doing for us through the Spirit 

in the present should give us confidence.  

He will certainly complete His work of salvation by glorifying us in the future  (Phil. 1:6). Nobody 

and nothing can stand in His way. 
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God is the greatest being, and what He has done to reconcile us is the greatest act of love we can 

imagine. So since God is our advocate, proven by what Jesus accomplished on the cross, then no 

opponent can prevail against us. Whatever hardships life brings, the cross speaks God’s assurance to 

us. 

 

God is for us in a way that produces the good He has purposed and prepared for us in eternity past. 

It is God’s prerogative to define “good,” not ours. 

 

32.  … spared not his own Son … God's plan for us cost Him dearly. He did not spare His own Son 

(Gen. 22). Having made the greatest possible sacrifice for us already, we can know that - He will 

also do whatever else may be necessary to conform us to the image of His Son (2 Pet. 1:3). 

 

… freely give us all things … It stands to reason that if God did not withhold the life of His precious 

Son, then it is unimaginable that God will withhold anything else. 

 

God has already given us the best, most precious thing that He had, while we were His enemies and 

helpless.  He did not withhold or keep back His only son.  Would that not teach us that He would 

take us through to the end?  He certainly would give us freely everything we need so that we would 

be finally glorified. 

 

The all things must, however, be limited to all those things which are essential to bring about the 

good He has purposed for us. 

 

Verse 33.   … Who shall lay anything… Satan is the accuser of the brethren (Rev. 12:10; Job 1 - 2). 

He charges the elect with sin.  

 

It is God that justifieth. However, when he does this he gets nowhere with God because all sin is 

against God ultimately (Ps. 51:4).  

 

Therefore God is the only one in the position to charge the believer with guilt.  

He will not do so because He is for us.  

He has provided His Son to pay the penalty for our sins, Christ has done that, and God has already 

declared us righteous. 

 

No charge of guilt can be valid against those to whom Christ’s blood has been applied; those whom 

God has made His elect (“chosen”) because of their faith in His Son. Such people are in right 

standing with God, who has paid the penalty for their sin. No one can allege guilt where God 

pronounces innocence. 

 

Verse 34.  … Who is he that condemneth … Just as God has ordained that there is no other Saviour 

than Jesus Christ, so there is no other Judge than Jesus Christ.  

 

Should Jesus’ followers worry that a charge of guilt will somehow slip through the forgiveness that 

God has provided? The answer is found in what Christ has accomplished. Christ’s death was 

sufficient to pay the penalty of the sin. 
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His resurrection demonstrated His victory over the death that would have been our just punishment. 

 

Jesus now rules in the position of supreme authority in Heaven. There He maketh intercession for us 

in the heavenly court of justice, an advocate who asserts authoritatively that our penalty is paid in 

full.  

There is no voice that speaks more authoritatively than His, nor any charge that is greater than the 

sacrificial price that He paid. As victor over death, Christ is the unanswerable advocate. 

 

Jesus Christ is our Savior, Judge and High Priest and He will not entertain any charge against those 

for whom He died! (Heb. 4:14-16; 7:25; Rom. 8:26). 

 

 Note, He will condemn the unrighteous (Acts 17:31). 

 

Verse 35.  … shall tribulation.  Present trials and sufferings are no indication that God has 

withdrawn His love from us.  Even though the Father allowed His Son to suffer, He did not stop 

loving Him.  

The Father deals with His adopted sons as He dealt with His unique Son (John 16:33).  

 

Having assessed our divine advocate, Paul now discusses various things that may threaten to 

separate us from the love of Christ. All are formidable and painful but none measures up to God the 

Father or Christ the Son. 

 

Tribulations are previous afflictions or distress of any kind, which makes a man miserable. 

Distress is a more intense word. It indicates that the man is hemmed in on every side, with no 

possibility of escaping. 

Persecution indicates that the enemy is pursuing with malice and the intention of destruction. 

Famine is the total want of bread and the necessities of life. 

Nakedness means absolutely without clothing. 

Peril means a state of extreme and continued danger, which indicates grievous trouble, fear and 

foreboding. 

Sword means the destruction totally of life, especially beheading.  This is capital punishment. 

 

We may note that Paul experienced them all the things he notes here, (2 Cor. 11:23-28). 

 

When faced with the difficulties of life, people often ask, “Where is God? Does He no longer care 

about me?” But that’s not what Paul asks. His preference is to ask whether anything can cancel the 

love of God that Christ has brought to us by His cross. Christ triumphed after He suffered. And in 

one way or another, we too will triumph after each and every suffering we endure. “If we suffer, we 

shall also reign with him” (2 Timothy 2:12). 

 

Verse 36. ... For thy sake… suffering has always been the portion of the righteous (Ps. 44:22).  

The sufferings in view are the consequence of our identification with Christ  

(Acts 5:41; 1 Pet. 2:21-25; 4:14-19). 
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We cannot expect anything better from the world, for it is wicked.  David had seen and written 

about this in Psalm 42:22, describing that the faithful people of God should expect the worst from 

the enemies of God. 

 

One writer notes: “The question of why God’s people suffer is as old as humanity. Paul quotes 

an ancient biblical text to remind us of this, Psalm 44:22. There the faithful call out to God to 

deliver them as He had done for His people in the past. These words express the experience of 

God’s people in every age, including those who can look back on the cross and therefore know 

the fulfillment of God’s promises. 

Human experiences are truly painful, as this quotation expresses. But as God’s past deeds of 

deliverance provided assurance, so now Christ’s victory provides even greater confidence”. 

 

Verse 37.  ... we are more than conquerors... Despite all of these troubles, believers are not simply 

hanging on by the skin of their teeth.  In reality, they are “more than conquerors”.  The grace of God 

and strength of God within the believer actually will take the things that are there to destroy him, 

and turn them into things which will make him stronger.  The believer will mature because of the 

afflictions and persecutions (Rom.5:3-4). 

 

Verses 38 - 39.  These verses express very eloquently the impregnability of our position as 

believers.  

These terms are posed as answers to any possible objections that might be raised by anyone who 

doubts Christ’s love.  

 

The first set, death ... life, addresses our mortality. Whether we are alive or dead, we are still bound 

to the love of Christ. This is an assurance that there is an existence beyond this current life, and that 

our loving God will not abandon us to the grave (1 Corinthians 3:22). 

 

The second set, angels ... principalities, addresses spiritual realities. 

Neither good spiritual forces nor evil ones have any capability or capacity to sever our connection 

with Christ’s love.  

 

Paul understands Christ’s victory over death as a defeat of the evil spiritual powers (Colossians 

2:15).  

They are still able to cause us grief (Ephesians 6:12), but they cannot isolate us from Christ and His 

love. 

 

Paul’s third set addresses the possibilities of separation from a time perspective.  

There is nothing in the current time period (things present) and nothing in a future time period 

(things to come) that can separate us from Christ’s love. Nothing now, nothing tomorrow, nothing a 

year from now, nothing a thousand years from now. 

 

The fourth set, height ... depth, is presents a spatial spectrum.  

There is nothing too high, whether the highest mountain peak or Heaven itself, to cut us off from 

Christ.  There is no place so low, whether the depths of the ocean or the underworld, that can cause 

us to lose our connection with Christ.  
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The final category of any other creature is an inclusive catch-all to refer to any created thing 

imaginable. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Let us now say with king David what he said in Psalm 27:1: 

 

“The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

Whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the defense of my life; 

Whom shall I dread?” 

 

The depth of Christ’s love and the Father’s love for the undeserving is beyond human 

comprehension. 

 

Praise must go to the Father for His work to rescue us through the work of Christ His Son. When we 

look at the past work of the Father this will makes us know more certainly that the future work of 

God will save us from His wrath. He will wipe away all tears from our eyes.  

 

Safety, certainty, and enjoyment are for believers, for they are not without hope. As one writer 

states now that we have received the reconciliation we will have a triumphant, abundant, joyous 

entrance into the presence of God, confident of a glorious future with God. 

 

Several very important truths emerge from our Study, along with some practical implications. 

The sacrifice of Jesus Christ on Calvary is the basis of all spiritual blessings. The prerequisite and 

basis for all spiritual blessings is justification. For the believer, the work of our Lord Jesus Christ is 

the source of all of the blessings of God. 

 

Jesus Christ and His work are central; they are the core of all that is important. He is the Author and 

the Finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2). For now, and in eternity He is the source of our blessings. 

He should be the focus of our attention, our adoration, and our obedience. He alone should be the 

subject of our boasting: 

 

By His sacrifice we are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 

sanctification, and redemption, that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boasts in the Lord”  

(1 Corinthians 1:30-31). 

 

God’s love for us is more than promises or words. He has proven His love by sending His only Son 

to die for us while we were hostile and disobedient. The fact that the sinless one gave Himself for 

sinners means that we need never doubt His love for us. So when we feel that life is rotten and 

unfair, we must remember that God has proven His love for us. 
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