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INTRODUCTION  

 

  Our Study Scripture in fact is examining for us what will happen when everything we have is 
taken away. What about God’s promises to us? Have they been forgotten resulting in our losing 
everything we cherished and thought we would never lose? 
 
Does our difficulties or even our exile give us the opportunity to discover who we really are and 
what is important to us now that the things that we thought make us who we think we are are 
suddenly taken away? Is there a chance that we will now look for a new way? 
Who has God provided to define this new way for us, and to show us what is the way we should 
take? 
What do our difficulties point us to? 
Who is our watchman and what are their characteristics? Do they understand who God is, and the 
Word of God and what it asks for from us, and what it reveals to us? Do the watchmen understand 
holiness and their grave responsibility to commit themselves to the Word of God? 
So let us now begin to look at ourselves and what we are experiencing right now, whether they are 
financial problems, relational problems, romantic issues, issues of boredom, or issues related to 
our busyness. Do these things make God less real to us? 
 
We all have to ask ourselves the question as to what motivates and drives us to serve God. Is it to 
win thousands to Christ, to develop a great name as a successful Christian, to have a great 
reputation, to even bless the people of God, and to have theM appreciate us and love us because 
we will feed them appropriately. 

Key Verse  
 
MOREOVER, HE SAID TO ME, “SON OF MAN, TAKE INTO YOUR HEART ALL MY WORDS 
WHICH I WILL SPEAK TO YOU AND LISTEN CLOSELY. GO TO THE EXILES, TO THE SONS OF 
YOUR PEOPLE, AND SPEAK TO THEM AND TELL THEM, WHETHER THEY LISTEN OR NOT. 
“THUS SAYS THE LORD GOD”. EZEKIEL 3:10-11 
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It is critical for us to note that if we have false expectations of what is involved in serving God it 
likely will lead to inevitable frustration. Frustration can lead to disillusionment and that can lead to 
a person dropping out of serious Christian service. Why do we think that in Christian service there 
is a requirement that persons will appreciate you and recognize what you are doing, whether you 
are doing good things openly or even in the background? Why do we seem to want thanks from 
the brethren ? 
 
A close and penetrating look at this Study of Ezekiel and what God spoke to him in the first 3 
chapters of his Book should hopefully enlighten us on what service to God is all about. One writer 
makes what we might consider this painful warning to us as follows as he challenges us on how we 
think: 
 
“I wonder if we had been called like Ezekiel was what our answer would be to it? If you look at 
chapter 2 and chapter 3 of this book, and imagine God calling you in this way, and then imagine 
you going into the interview room of a missionary society- would you admit to them that God 
had called you, and that God also told you that no one would be converted through your 
ministry? That you were going to be a useless evangelist in terms of numbers and success…The 
question we need to ask, as we come to a passage that portrays for us the call of God, in a 
man’s, or for that matter in a woman’s life—we must ask: what is the realistic expectation of 
what it is to serve God? What are we in the service of God for? How do we balance not 
expecting too much from ourselves with attempting great things for God, and expecting great 
things from God? Is there a place in between where we can be satisfied that God is using us, and 
we have a holy discontent and thirst after God and holiness, yet at the same time we’re not a 
contractor of what some preachers call a “Messiah complex”? In other words; we feel that we 
are God’s chosen one, that we believe that God is going to use me to overthrow the world for 
Him. 
It surely must come down to what God, first of all, has called us to do, and secondly, what our 
goal should be. Our goals will be determined by what God has actually asked us to do! If we 
didn’t realize what He has asked us to do, our goals will be beyond what we can possibly reach! 
We need to realize what the truth is about service, and what are the misconceptions that make 
men and women become shattered in the service of God. 
I believe, in this call of Ezekiel, we can learn a great deal about what it is for God to call you and 
I, as believers, into His work within the church of Jesus Christ. I believe these two chapters teach 
that there is a balance, a balance concerning the results that one can expect. Just in case we sit 
on our laurels, and say: ‘As long as we sow the seed, that’s alright’, He also brings in at the end 
of these passages a great responsibility upon the prophet to proclaim God’s message’. 
 
 THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND EZEKIEL 
 
Ezekiel was the son of a priest and as such would be prepared for and looking to a life of serving in 
the Temple in Jerusalem once he had the age of 30, the age recognized as the age of manhood. 
What a disaster and a smashing of his dreams! 2 Kings 24 tells of the attack and sacking of 
Jerusalem and the carrying away to Babylon of Ezekiel and the king, the princes and the mighty 
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men. Now there was no more Temple, no service as a priest, but instead prison in a pagan land, 
among temple idols everywhere. 
 
Before this there was a previous deportation in which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon besieged 
and captured Jerusalem, took the king and the nobility along with Daniel and his companions and 
all the treasures of Judah to Babylon.   
 
The final sacking and destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple was then to come. 
 
Ezekiel was born shortly before Josiah had been shown the “lost” or “misplaced’ Book of the Law 
and would have been acquainted with the ongoing reforms of King Josiah. He saw Pharaoh Necho 
of Egypt invade the nation and forcing his control on Judah with the nation shifting from godliness 
to evil alliances despite the warnings of Jeremiah. He might even have known of the ministries of 
Habakkuk and Zephaniah and heard their warnings to the leadership, warning which were ignored. 
 
So taken from a life of privilege, losing his wife in the year of the final destruction of Jerusalem, 
robbed by exile from the honour of serving as a priest and offering sacrifices in the Temple, he was 
in captivity. Note therefore that this priests who could not act as a priest, was now simply a 
prisoner. God now however called him to be a prophet. 
 
We are told he had his own house and lived near the rivers that crisscrossed Babylon. The Jews of 
the deportation lived in a kind of concentration camp where they were not locked in and their 
daily needs were met. It is felt that part of their jobs was to dig and maintain the canals that 
brought water to the city and which were used to transport around officials of Babylon. 
 
One can just imagine the doleful laments of Psalm 137 with which Ezekiel lived; 
“By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion 
We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof 
For they that carried us away captive required of us a song; 
And they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying 
Sing one of the songs of Zion 
How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?” 
 
Now what was the mistake Israel and the people of God tend to always make? False assurances 
are dangerous and can sometimes be fatal. These people of God lived under false assurances, 
deluding themselves despite the preaching of the many prophets God sent to them. They always 
protested that God could not judge them or pour out His wrath on the chosen people of God. 
God’s holy city of Jerusalem, and the holy Temple where God dwelt could never be destroyed. 
God’s promises as they interpreted them were sure and they were secure. 
 
Their mistake was that they did not grasp the abominable nature of sin, and as one writer called it, 
“the terrible holiness of God Almighty”. 
 
And he adds: 
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“We are saved, and I believe very strongly in the eternal security of the believer, but do you 
know something? If any doctrine that we have and believe and hold onto dearly becomes a 
cloak of false security, of a false assurance that will make us numb to sin and numb to the 
holiness of God, we must beware! If anything in our lives make us numb to the awfulness of our 
sin and the holiness of our God we will cause the glory of God, the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
His fullness—if you want to say, the candlestick of the Lord Jesus Christ within His church- there 
is the danger that we cause His glory to depart. Along with the departure of that glory there is a 
forfeit of reward”.  
 
So while some wept by the rivers of Babylon God called a prophet of judgment, who was also to be 
a prophet of hope. 
 
Note however the mindset of those in exile. The royal family, the aristocrats, the priests and the 
leaders would never have admitted they had sinned against God Almighty. They and the people 
had for long spurned the preaching of the prophet Jeremiah, attacked him and even threw him in 
prison. 
 
Now in exile there were false prophets preaching to the exiles that the exile would be short and 
Jerusalem would not fall. The work of the false prophets was so serious that Jeremiah even had to 
send a letter to the exiles telling them they would not be delivered soon, and that many would die 
in exile. They should adapt and live a normal life. 
 
Now despite this advice rebellious Judah still refused to listen to the truth but for 10 years listened 
to the false prophets. They treated Ezekiel’s message as nonsense. When Jerusalem fell and was 
with the Temple burnt to the ground, the Davidic line cut off, there followed emotional and 
spiritual devastation and questioning of God and His promises. 
 
God had necessarily to call and prepare a prophet that could not expect a good reception from His 
people. But the prophet had to be extraordinarily prepared and strengthened and prepared by 
God. 
 
He had to be shown the transcendent Glory of the sovereign God and that this God was not just 
like a friendly neighbor that could be addressed on a first name basis. 
 
Hence Ezekiel was given the most extensive series of visions of God where his language could 
hardly describe what he saw. The vision of God showed a transcendent, indescribable glorious God 
and a reality that one could hardly imagine. 
 
Ezekiel therefore had riveted in his mind the  
-Transcendent Glory of the Sovereign God 
-The utter sinfulness of Mankind, and hence 
-The certainty of divine judgment, and the certainty of 
-The promise of Future restoration through the work of a divine king. 
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There would be a new Temple, a new Land of Zion, a new free people. 
 
For the unrepentant rebellious Israel in Ezekiel’s book the term the “LORD GOD” is seen over 200 
times. “I am the LORD” over 70 times. The statement “The word of the LORD that came to Ezekiel” 
appears 49 times. “Spirit” occurs 25 times. “Thus saith the lord” can be read about 120 times. This 
was necessary for the glory had departed from God’s people. 
 
THE TEXT 
  
Ezekiel had been called to a thankless task. He had seen the throne of the Almighty and the 
Cherubim that he could not find the words to describe properly. He had been warned that his 
countrymen in exile were hard headed, stubborn, impudent transgressors who were always going 
to be rebellious against the LORD. 
 
He should not be afraid of their words and their looks but should speak the words he was given, 
whether or not the rebellious would listen,   
 
He was given a scroll, meaning the Word of God itself with its message of tribulation, judgment, 
lamentation, mourning, and woe. The scroll was written on both sides to contain the magnitude of 
the sins of these people of God.  
 
This however was spiritual food and it had to be received, internalized, ingested, and made part of 
his being. 
 
Verse 1.The scroll had been brought to Ezekiel by a hand stretched out before him. Now in 
addition the One speaking to him told him to eat or internalize everything and speak all the words 
in the scroll to the house of Israel. 
 
Ninety times in his book is the prophet addressed as “Son of Man”. This title is given in Scripture 
only otherwise to Daniel. Jesus however in the New Testament used this title for Him. The Apostles 
sometimes referred to Jesus by this title. 
 
The title apparently does not only refer to one’s humanity, but seemed to have been used only of 
individuals, Daniel, Ezekiel, and the Lord Jesus Christ who seemed to have been rejected for 
preaching the message of the gospel and speaking the words and commandments of God 
especially in a prophetic sense, and suffered great threats and great humiliation. It speaks also of 
exaltation of those concerned. 
 
The stress is on humiliation, doing what will not be appreciated by the rebellious who should know 
better but who chose their own way. This was the situation with Daniel, Ezekiel, and as well the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
In Ezekiel’s case as recorded in chapter 2 verses 3 and 4 when the Spirit of God lifts him up, enters 
him, and commissions him for his prophetic ministry. 
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One Bible commentary indicates however that the term serves to emphasize the difference 
between God the Creator and His creatures and to mark the prophet Ezekiel as a representative 
membe of the human race. 
 
It also indicates Jesus adopted the title Son of Man because He too is a representative person, the 
“last Adam”. Daniel’s vision of the heavenly being who is like the “Son of Man” (Daniel 7:13) refers 
to the mystery of the Incarnation 
 
He is repeatedly told he is being sent to a rebellious people, now called a nation, something 
unusual. Normally they would be called God’s people with the word “nation” usually reserved for 
the Gentile peoples. God no longer calls them here “My people”, but calls them “Ezekiel’s people”. 
 
Verse 2. Ezekiel is obedient for the Spirit caused him to eat the scroll, enabling him to understand 
and accept the Word of God. 
 
Verse 3. The Spirit encouraged Ezekiel to eat and fill himself with the words on the scroll. At this 
encouragement the prophet accepted the instructions and found that understanding and ingesting 
the word of God was sweet like honey. We are not surprised at this sweetness of the Word of God, 
 
Psalm 19;7-11 explains: 
“The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; 
The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 
The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 
The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; 
The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, 
Yea, than much fine gold; 
Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 
Moreover by them Your servant is warned, 
And in keeping them there is great reward”.  
 
Psalm119:103 explain: 
  
“How sweet are your words to my taste 
Sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
Through thy precepts I get understanding; 
Therefore I hate every false way”. 
 
See also Proverbs 24:13-14. 
 
Verse 4. Here again is the suffering of humiliation. The prophet who should have been a high 
status priest offering sacrifices for his people is now instructed to go to the house of Israel and 
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speak the Words of God to them. It is not that they did not know the words in the Psalms and 
Proverbs noted above, but they had sunk to the level of the pagans. They were like the impudent 
children Jesus referred to in Matthew 11:16-17. 
 
Verses 5-6. The Spirit pointed out to Ezekiel that the problem of the men of Israel hearing and 
accepting what he spoke was not one of language. They both spoke the same language. It was not 
as if He were sending him to be missionary to Gentiles who spoke an unknown language and so 
they could not understand what he was saying. These were his own people. In fact God said that if 
he had sent him to people speaking another language they would have listened. The Spirit had the 
power to give the prophet that ability as was exhibited on the Day of Pentecost. 
 
Verse 7. The problem was not with Ezekiel and his ability to give the message of God. The problem 
was that the people of Israel did not want to listen to God. They had made the choice to be in utter 
rebellion against God. They did not want to acknowledge the sovereignty of God. They are 
impudent, hard headed. The more they were exposed to the truth the stronger their rejection of 
it. 
 
Verses 8-9. But Ezekiel is not to be afraid. He has been called, equipped, filled with understanding 
of the Word of God, lifted up and entered into and filled by the Spirit. The children of Israel are 
hardheaded but God would make Ezekiel’s head even harder than their heads. He knew the Word 
and in the power of the Spirit the looks and words of these rebellious meant little. They had no 
power in them. 
 
Ezekiel had been given a good glimpse of the real power in the world, and this power was real, it 
was there, it was formidable power. The messengers that God had at His disposal and service 
could not be matched. 
 
Verses 10-11. Ezekiel was advised to ensure that all the words of God had sunken into his heart so 
that though he loved his people and wanted them to be saved he would have the fortitude to 
speak the unadulterated word of God to the captives of Israel. “Thus said the LORD” was to be his 
message. 
 
He had a passion for his people but he knew the difference between duty and responsibility. He 
was God’s watchman and he knew God’s heart, His wrath, His power, and what he wanted for His 
people. 
 
May we understand that as we serve Him and serve the people He has made and called. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
How do we measure success in doing the work of God? Is it determined by the Spirit? Is it simply 
enough to do what God has called us to do in the way that He has established. Or do we have 
other feelings as to what must be done and what we should see after we work? Who makes the 
decisions? Whose will is in charge? Do we really believe that all things work together for good to 
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those that are called according to His purpose, or do have other ideas of our own which will 
improve the way that God acts? 
 
Ezekiel has been given a test, a test of eating. He passed the test. Adam was told not to eat, but he 
ate and disobeyed. 
 
We need to obey the one single guide in the universe, and then we will be filled with the Spirit. 
 
Understand that the details of your life are no accident. We live, work, have family, have 
friendships because God so appointed it. You might live in a dry dusty seemingly God forsaken 
place like the dusty canals of Babylon where you serve powerful God hating people and you might 
feel you are in a place of uselessness. But that is a lie from the pit of hell. You might not know it 
but you often do little insignificant things in your dealings with others that God considers to be of 
great value. We do not really even know what effect we are having on others, but God knows. 
 
Remember we are not here, as one writer advises, to please people but to please God. We really 
cannot measure the results of our ministry.  We are reminded that the issue is faithfulness and our 
willingness to accept responsibility for whatever work God has assigned to us. 
So like Ezekiel let us be faithful to the vision of God as laid out for us. We have been shown a 
glimpse of our God who is majestic, awesome, inspiring, unbelievably grand, powerful, glorious, 
yet merciful, loving, and gracious. He knows what He is doing. He waits and calls us lovingly. He 
wants to save and bring us into His glorious kingdom and look after His beloved children forever. 
 


