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Lesson 9 January 28th, 2017 

All Creation Praises God 

Study Scripture – Psalm 148 

Background Scripture – Psalm 19 & 148 

INTRODUCTION  
 
The Study Text Psalm 148, is among the last five psalms that close the book of Psalms and are 
known collectively as “the praise conclusion”; notable for the fact that each of the five (Psalms 
146-150) begins and ends with the Hebrew word Hallelujah, translated “Praise ye the Lord.” 
These five Psalms offer different emphases in regard to praise that should be offered to God. 
 
This psalm alerts us to the very real and complex nature of the world where both animate life 
and the inanimate exist and praise the LORD. We often do not reflect of the common and the 
uncommon things that make up the world and so the psalmist brings to our awareness that 
there is much going on even outside the range of our human experience. This world therefore is 
full of rhythm that is more often than not unfamiliar to human beings and so this psalm tells us 
that this world is alive with singing, sighing, swaying, echoing sounds of praise.  
 
All existence reflects the activity of God in this world and beyond the world and our minds are 
broadened to meditate on what is happening now all around us so that as we study that God 
creates and preserves we see that there is a massive torrent of praise because of what God has 
done and what He is doing. 
 
We should remind ourselves that there is as one writer states “something that is embedded in 
the molecular structure of all things”. As a result of this he further states: 
 
“Perhaps what the Psalmist is after here is a wake- up call to human perception. That which 
can be perceived by human senses is only a fraction of what is presently occurring at any 
given moment... 
The Psalmist reflects on the textures of creation as the realm in which praise might be 
present. The subtle and the not so subtle can embrace praise and give rise to praise......The 
things and the movement of things can be sites of praise for God has made all that moves, all 
that doesn’t move, all that breathes, all that whirls in solar systems, galaxies, and atoms 
across spans wider and smaller than the human eye, computer or imagination can go”. 
  
As we study Scripture we should never make ourselves forget that as one scholar states we  
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“know but little of the world of light and exaltation, and, conversing within narrow confines, 
can scarcely admit any tolerable conceptions of the vast regions above”. 
 
We should be honest as we look around at the many wonderful things God has created and 
learn from the scientists who admit that we have not even scratched the surface and learned 
about much of the creation. But we do know that: 
  
“The heavens declare the glory of God; 
And the firmament shows His handiwork. 
Day unto day utters speech, 
And night unto night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech nor language 
Where their voice is not heard. 
Their line has gone out through all the earth, 
And their words to the end of the world”. 
 
The good news is that every single part of the created world are said to praise their Creator and 
sings about the glory of God. They are said to know about their responsibilities as creatures and 
they follow the rules that God has laid down for them.  
 
The psalmist poetically has given all of creation sentient ability so that they can praise the LORD 
and obey Him. So, see an example of this where the Lord Jesus Christ can simply tell the raging 
sea that the disciples fear will destroy them, “Be still” and it hears and obeys, bringing 
amazement from the disciples who declare, “What kind of man is this, that even the winds and 
the sea obey Him!”  
 
There is clearly much more to created things than we know. The created world and its elements 
which we think of an inanimate and are just “things” hear and responds to the word of God in a 
process we do not know and cannot understand. 
 
God the Creator therefore emphatically deserves praise of the highest order for He is 
Wonderful. His ways are past finding out. 
 
The author of this psalm is unknown and so is the occasion for its composition. The theme is 
that of emphatically praise and worship and the scope all of creation and in every sphere. It is, 
in general, a call on all parts of the universe to praise the Lord and it conveniently divides into 
sections.  
 
Verses 1 to 6 address the heavens, to all that is above the earth and the command to the things 
above the earth and to all the powerful and exalted beings, praise Yahweh! Then the writer 
looks at the earth from its lowest parts up to its highest parts and calls on them to praise the 
LORD. Verses 7 to 14 call all the dwellers on the earth to unite in that praise. The psalm gives 
the roster of everything and everyone that should praise the Lord, followed by the reasons to 
praise the Lord. 
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The psalm appropriately ends with a mention of the covenant people in worship and this 
provides focus against the backdrop of the entire creation in praise. 
 
Psalm 148 firmly debunks the many and varied cosmology views found in pagan religious texts 
and it stands today as a position which rejects non-Christian or even modern scientific, atheistic 
views of the world and its creation. This is no pagan mother goddess, ‘Mother Earth’; iniquity 
from the satanic goddess cults of the East. This is no worship of creation, the sun, birds, trees, 
animals, hills, mountains, or seas, but worship of the Creator, the only true God, Yahweh 
(YHWH).  
 
The mood of the psalm is animated and triumphant. The language accords with the sentiment.  
These closing psalms (Psalms 146-150) have in style, sentiment, poetic beauty, in sublimity, 
and in their adaptedness to fill the soul with lofty emotions - are eminently suited to close 
the Book of Psalms. 
  
Praising the Lord is to exult and rejoice in who God is and what He has done, especially, in what 
He has done to redeem us and draw us near to Him through the cross of Jesus Christ (Eph. 
2:13). 
 
Genuine praise contains both a rational and an emotional element. With our minds, we must 
understand who God is, as revealed in His Word. Otherwise, we are not worshiping the true 
God, or at least, God as He is truly revealed. When we understand who God is and what He has 
done in sending His own Son to die for our sins, it should affect our heart. It should fill believers 
with joy and thankfulness.  
Psalm 148 is a glorious psalm of praise. The command to praise the Lord is repeated nine times 
in the first five verses and twelve times in the entire psalm.  
The ‘all Creation’ praise that the psalm commands  
 
“ …is neither more nor less than a glorious prophecy of that coming day, when not only shall 
the knowledge of the Lord be spread over the whole earth, as the waters cover the sea, but 
from every created object in heaven and in earth, animate and inanimate, from the highest 
archangel through every grade and phase of being, down to the tiniest atom—young men and 
maidens, old men and children, and all kings and princes, and judges of the earth shall unite 
in this millennial anthem to the Redeemer’s praise.” 
 
The message of Psalm 148 is simple: Everything and everyone in heaven and on earth should 
praise the Lord.  
 
We like to think that because we were created in the “image of God” and thus given a divine 
role of supervision and stewardship, we can treat lightly God’s ownership of all creation with its 
complexity, its wild, beautiful, but very dangerous for human’s movements, as it operates 
according to the rules that God has set for it. The seas roar, the mountains shake, the plentiful 
animals often live a predatory life style but in all their activities they declare they belong to 
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God, operate according to His divine will, and do His word, thereby joining all creation in 
praising Him.   
 
All believers have a lot of room to grow in the daily practice of praising the Lord. The study of 
this psalm should fan the flame of our desire to become persons of praise. A main way to grow 
in praise is to read and meditate on the Psalms every day.    
 
THE TEXT 
 
Verse 1.  … Praise … In a doubled expression, the psalmist makes clear who is to be praised: it is 
the LORD. He is the one who revealed himself to Moses as Yahweh, the great “I AM” (Exodus 
3:13-16). 
 
…. heavens and heights in this context both refer to God’s dwelling place (Psalm 102:19). Thus, 
the psalm establishes the very presence of God as the appropriate place where praise is to 
begin. 
The word “heavens” comes from a word meaning “to be high, lofty” and so God is in an exalted 
and glorious place over all peoples. 
 
Verse 2.  … his angels … all his hosts…  the first heavenly entities that are commanded to praise 
the Lord are the supernatural beings known as angels. ‘Angels’ and ‘hosts’, are parallel terms in 
this context (Hebrew parallelism). Both words refer to the heavenly servants who are “all 
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation” (Hebrews 
1:13-14).  
 
Note that ‘hosts’ can refer to stars, heavenly bodies (Deuteronomy 4:19; 2 Kings 17:16) as well 
to angels (1 Kings 22:19-20; Psalm 103:20-21). When it refers to the angels, it has the nuance of 
God’s mighty spirit-beings that fight for God against the forces of darkness.  
 
We see this in several places in the Old Testament. When the king of Aram was enraged 
because Elisha the prophet was revealing his anticipated military movements to the king of 
Israel, he sent a great army to take Elisha captive. They surrounded the city and when Elisha’s 
servant saw them, he was terrified. But Elisha asked the Lord to open the servant’s eyes. We 
read (2 Kings 6:17),  
 
“And the Lord opened the servant’s eyes and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of 
horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.”  
These were the heavenly hosts, the angels. 
 
One of the main functions of these impressive angelic beings is to praise the Lord. As we know, 
in heaven we will join with the angels around the throne, singing, “Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain…” (Rev. 5:11-12). 
 

http://www.seventhdaybaptist.ca/
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+3%3A13-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+3%3A13-16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+102%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+1%3A13-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+1%3A13-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+4%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ki+17%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ki+22%3A19-20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+103%3A20-21
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d


First Seventh Day Baptist Church of Toronto  (416)747-7278  www.seventhdaybaptist.ca   
    

5 

These heavenly hosts, the armies of God, suddenly appeared to the shepherds watching their 
flocks by night at the time of the birth of Jesus, and they sang of God’s glory and His goodwill to 
all men. Satan would have dreaded seeing that display of power, and he would keep away from 
trying now to interfere with the birth of the Messiah. 
 
Verse 3.  … sun and moon … these are the greater lights of Gen. 1:14-19. They are the most 
conspicuous and glorious objects in the heavens, as apparent to the eyes of people 
 
Sadly, we see in ancient and modern cultures where the heavenly bodies are themselves 
deemed worthy of receiving worship rather than being obligated to give it. The Israelites were 
strictly forbidden from worshipping elements of creation (Deuteronomy 5:8, 9), with sun, 
moon, and stars receiving specific mention (4:15-19; 17:2-5). Israel’s history is one of failure in 
this regard  
(2 Kings 17:16; 21:3; Jeremiah 8:2; Ezekiel 8:16; Jeremiah 7:18; 44:16-26; Zephaniah 1:4, 5; Acts 
7:42). 
 
God’s intent for sun and moon as He established on the fourth day of creation was  
“for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years,” “to give light upon the earth,” “to rule the 
day,” and “to rule the night” (Jeremiah 31:35). 
 
… ye stars of light… is a poetic expression to denote bright or shining stars. The phrase 
embraces all the stars as they strike the eyes of people. Each one has something special to it for 
which to praise God: and the entire groups - the immense multitudes, as such - should join in 
one chorus of praise. 
 Genesis 1:16 - “he made the stars also,” but does not state a specific function for them. But the 
fact that God knows all their names indicates their importance to Him (Psalm 147:4; Isaiah 
40:26). 
 
As the revelation of Scripture progresses, we see developed the idea that the heavenly bodies 
serve as witnesses to the Creator (Psalm 19:1-6) and that is what we see in the verse before us. 
The fact that they continue functioning daily without fail speaks to the faithfulness of the 
Creator, (Psalm 89:36-37; Jeremiah 33:20-21). That’s praise! 
 
Verse 4. … heavens of heavens … either refers to the distant galaxies and stars or to the place 
where God dwells. Ancient cultures were aware that that which is above the earth has a vertical 
aspect (Romans 10:6; Ephesians 4:8-10). Thus, they speculate about the various levels regarding 
the dwelling places of their gods and deceased loved ones.  
 
The superlative heavens of heavens indicate the psalmist’s desire for praise of God to emanate 
from the highest possible location! This exhortation parallels that of Psalm 148:1, above. 
 
…  waters that be above the heavens - Genesis 1:7: “And God made the firmament, and divided 
the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament.”  
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The allusion here is to the waters which seem to be above the lower heaven, that is, the air, 
and which seem to come from some higher region - some higher heaven. “Who layeth the 
beams of his chambers in the waters.” (Psalm 104:3). 
 
In the Genesis 1:6-8 “the firmament” is positioned in such a way as to divide “the waters which 
were under” it from “the waters which were above” it. If the latter refers to the rain that God 
sends upon the earth as called for (Genesis 7:11; Deuteronomy 28:12; Isaiah 55:10; Jeremiah 
14:22), then we have another location that is spatially “above” humanity that must praise the 
Lord. 
 
Here we might reasonably ask’ how can something inanimate or unthinking praise the Lord?” 
The psalmist calls on sun, moon, stars, clouds, sea monsters and all creatures of the deeps, fire, 
hail, snow, mist, stormy winds, mountains, hills, fruit trees, cedars, beasts, cattle, insects, and 
birds (vs. 8-9)., all to praise the Lord! How can this be? What does he mean? 
 
One obvious meaning is that all of these things call attention to the glory of their Creator, 
whose infinite understanding (Ps. 147:5) spoke them into existence  
 
(Ps. 148:5). As Psalm 19:1 declares, “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their 
expanse is declaring the work of His hands”. 
 
The next two verses provide the reasons that the heavenly beings and objects should praise 
God. 
 
Verse 5.  … Let them praise denotes a call to prayer/praise to the Creator. 
…the name… stands for YHWH Himself.  
 
…  for reveals the first of two reasons to praise the name of the Lord: it is because that which is 
to offer the praise has been created by the one who is to receive the praise. 
 
First, both the angels and the celestial bodies should praise the Lord because He created them 
“… He commanded and they were created.”  
 
Although many pagans worship both angels and the stars, they sin by so doing, because these 
are only created things, which should point us to the Almighty Creator. These celestial bodies 
and entities owe their existence to the command of God, who said, “Let there be…” (Gen. 1:3, 
6,14, etc.). God spoke and by His infinite power, the universe came into being  
(Ps. 33:6-9). Matter is not eternal. God is eternal. Matter exists because God commanded it to 
exist. 
 
In contrast with complicated pagan myths of creation, the presentation of the biblical account 
of creation in Genesis 1 is marvellously straightforward: God merely spoke the word and the 
universe came into being (Psalm 33:9). The simple phrase “God said,” used numerous times in 
Genesis 1, indicates that the speaking was complete, perfect, and effective. 
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In fact, the pagans ought to know better. They and the modern sceptics have no excuse. 
Besides the testimony of nature, they receive the ministering of the Holy Spirit whose role it is 
to convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment.  
   
Verse 6.   Here the psalmist offers the second reason to praise the Creator. This reason speaks 
to the enduring nature of the cosmos and again we see parallelism, with the phrase ‘stablished 
them for ever and ever’ saying about the same thing as made a decree which shall not pass.  
 
…  established them forever and ever…  The main idea of verse 6 is that the creation is subject 
to the Creator. Psalm 111:2 says, “Great are the works of the Lord; they are studied by all who 
delight in them.” He has made them firm, stable, enduring. 
 
The regularity of the creation, including its intricate design on both the micro and macro levels, 
should cause us to worship God who designed everything to function with such complexity and 
balance. Thus, everything in the heavens should praise the Lord and cause us to join the chorus. 
 
‘…ever and ever ‘ This phrase does not contradict the prophecies that there will be a new 
heavens and new earth (Isa. 65:17; Matt. 5:18; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1). The new heavens and 
new earth will be made up of the same matter, but reconstructed and freed from the curse 
(Rom. 8:19-22).  
 
… hath made a decree…  refers to the “natural” laws by which God governs the physical 
universe. Unless He sets aside or overrules these laws (i.e., miracles), they function consistently 
so that the creation does not act in a chaotic manner. 
 
He has given a law or statute which they cannot pass.  
... decree ... is used in the sense of limit or bound; and the idea is, that He has bound them by a 
fixed law; He has established laws which they are compelled to observe. The fact is, that in 
regard to them, that God one writer notes:  
 
“... has established great laws - as the law of gravitation - by which they are held from flying 
off; he has marked out orbits in which they move; he has so bound them that they perform 
their revolutions with unerring accuracy in the very path which he has prescribed. So accurate 
are their movements that they can be predicted with exact precision; and so uniform, that 
any succession of ages does not vary or affect them”. 
 
Verse 7.  The “them” of verses 5 and 6 refer only to entities in and of the heavens mentioned to 
that point in this psalm. The psalmist now starts from the opposite direction as he begins to 
urge praise from the earth, starting with the depths of the sea. 
 
.. Praise the Lord from the earth ... In respect to terrestrial objects, let these also unite in the 
praise of God. 
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... dragons...the word may mean a great fish, a whale, a sea monster, or a serpent. It would 
seem to refer here to whales and sea monsters. (see Genesis 1:21 ; Job 7:12; Ezekiel 32:2). 
Another translation is “serpent(s)” in Exodus 7:9, 10, 12. The same word is found in Isaiah 27:1, 
translated “dragon,” 
And all deeps ...All that are in the depths of the sea. Not merely the “dragons” or sea monsters, 
but all that inhabit the oceans. 
 
Verse 8.  Fire, and hail; snow, and vapours; Meteorological phenomena is next (Psalm 147:16-
18). Fire in this context refers to lightning (2 Kings 1:12; Job 1:16). Lightning and hail go 
together, both in experience and Scripture (Exodus 9:24; Psalm 105:32; Isaiah 30:30). 
 
Snow is not common in Israel except at higher elevations. The Hebrew behind vapour is 
rendered “smoke” in Genesis 19:28 and Psalm 119:83, but in this context it may refer to a thick 
fog or mist. The latter seems to be better for understanding its relationship with snow.  
 
The stormy wind fulfills his word in its duties, as the others do, in its function as a general force 
of nature. But God also reserves His right to use such forces to intervene personally at times; 
Job 38:22-30 is particularly insightful in this regard. 
 
The point is, the weather is not just a natural process. It comes from God and displays His glory. 
It should cause us to worship Him. 
 
Verse 9.  Mountains, and all hills…these being among the loftiest objects of earth, raising their 
heads highest toward the heavens. 
 
Fruitful trees, and all cedars... Fruitful trees, not as distinguished from those which are barren, 
but as distinguished from forest-trees, those whose nature is that they do not bear fruit. Of the 
latter, the cedar was the most prominent, and, therefore, is made the representative of the 
whole. 
 
The psalmist intends the reader to think not only of the specific trees mentioned, but also of all 
other trees. The natural beauty of majestic mountains, rolling hills, and trees of every kind 
praise their Creator by being what they are. 
 
Verse 10.  ... Beasts, and all cattle ... wild beasts and tame are those which roam the forest, and 
those which have been domesticated for the service of man. As fruitful trees and cedars might 
include all the trees, so the “beasts and cattle” here might include the whole of those that were 
wild and tamed. 
 
... creeping things, and flying fowl: These are grouped together for the same reason that fruitful 
trees and cedars, and beasts and cattle, are grouped together, to embrace the whole. The 
expression points to the loftiest and lowest; those which ascend farthest above the earth, and 
those which creep upon its surface. Creeping things would properly embrace the smaller 
animals which creep along on the ground; both those which have four feet or more, as mice, 
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lizards, crabs, etc., and those without feet, which glide or drag themselves upon the ground, as 
worms and serpents.  
 
These, in their lowly condition, and in their humble way, are called on to unite in the general 
chorus of praise. Accomplishing the purpose for which they are made, they will, with the most 
lofty of created beings, contribute to proclaim the wisdom, the power, and the goodness of 
God. They praise their Creator by performing all kinds of activities that add beauty wonder, and 
variety to the land and sky. 
 
Here we might reasonably ask the question how can something inanimate or unthinking praise 
the LORD?” The psalmist calls on sun, moon, stars, clouds, sea monsters and all creatures of the 
deeps, fire, hail, snow, mist, stormy winds, mountains, hills, fruit trees, cedars, beasts, cattle, 
insects, and birds, all to praise the Lord! How can this be?  
 
One obvious meaning is that all of these things call attention to the glory of their Creator, 
whose infinite understanding (Ps. 147:5) spoke them into existence  
(Ps. 148:5). As Psalm 19:1 declares, “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their 
expanse is declaring the work of His hands.”  
 
Verses 11- 12. Kings of the earth, and all people… Every human on earth should praise the Lord.  
Kings of the earth … The psalmist starts with the most powerful people on earth, kings, princes, 
and judges, then mentions young adults, older people, and children The idea is that no one is 
exempt from the duty and privilege of praising the Lord. The kings, princes, and judges need 
special exhortation to praise the Lord because they tend to be enamored with their own power 
and glory. As leaders, they should lead us all in praising God. 
 
… young men, and maidens … in the strength and beauty of life, should praise God for His many 
blessings.  
 
Old people should praise God for the years that He has given them. As they have had more 
years to know God and see His wonders, they should be advanced in praising Him. As they see 
their physical bodies declining, they should rejoice at the prospect of being with Christ forever 
(Phil. 1:21-23; 2 Cor. 4:16-18).  
 
Even little children should be learning to praise God. The point is, all people from the greatest 
and most powerful to the least and weakest should praise the Lord.  
 
Verse 13.  The phrase let them praise the name of the Lord as used in verse 5a summarizes the 
call for praise “from the heavens” (vs. 1-6). Now the phrase is repeated to summarize the call 
for praise “from the earth” (vs. 7-12). 
 

… the name of the LORD…, the Lord’s name refers to all that He is in the perfection of His. 
being. Since He is the only eternal being, the all-powerful Creator of everything else, 
“His name alone is exalted; His glory is above earth and heaven. (See Psalm 8:1). 
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Verse 14.  … the horn of his people … refers to power, (1 Samuel 2:1, 10; Psalms 18:2; 75:10; 
112:9; 132:17; etc.). It is used here to indicate God’s bestowal of dignity and strength to His 
people having returned from exile. The Creator of the universe is also the God of Israel, a 
people near unto him. 
 
It may also prophetically look ahead to the Savior. As Luke 1:69 declares, the Lord God of Israel 
“has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David His servant.”  
… praise of all his saints…  refers to the horn. He is the object of our praise. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Note after all this inspired revelation that one must recognize that God will not allow the praise 
of God to be turned into praise of self. 
 
In addition, the Psalms links all of creation together and does not allow believers to separate 
themselves from the created world but recognizes that man is a steward and that the angels of 
God are also intimately involved in creation and not removed it. 
 
Man has not been given any right to despoil or damage the creation of God. In fact man is 
warned that God will destroy those that destroy the earth. 
 
The creation reveals the character of God and His immense love for what He has created. So He 
has tender care for all the creation and thus we are doubly required to praise Him. God’s 
natural laws and His moral law will always exist. God’s grace inspires our praise. 
 
God intends to ultimately heal the groaning of the creation when He finally completes the 
redemption of man. 
 
How unbelievers can study the cosmos and not see the Creator behind it is amazing. The sad 
tendency instead is to rejoice and celebrate human achievement in unlocking the mysteries of 
the universe. That is otherwise known as human arrogance or pride—a form of idolatry. The 
price of arrogance can be quite high, as at least one ancient king found out the hard way 
(Daniel 4). 
 
Psalm 148 teaches a better way: there is a Creator of the universe, and He is worthy of praise 
by all, a word occurring 10 times in the psalm’s 14 verses. The Creator has revealed himself in 
both creation (general revelation) and Scripture (special revelation). Jesus Christ is God’s 
ultimate revealing of himself (John 1:1-14; 14:9; Hebrews 1:1-4). 
 
I hope that you can see from our study of the Psalms that praising God is not optional. It’s not 
something nice to do whenever you feel like it, but it doesn’t really matter. Rather, praising God 
is our highest calling.  
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If you are not continually filled with praise to God, then you are not yet fulfilling the purpose for 
which He created you and saved you. Join the psalmist in resolving (Ps. 71:14), “But as for me, I 
will … praise You yet more and more.” 
 
Every day, before you leave your house in the morning, make sure that your heart is filled with 
praises to our glorious God and Savior! 
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